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PREFACE.

Tars Volume, presented to the Masonic Brethren by the
Compiler, is intended to supply a want hitherto entirely
unsupplied'of a Complete Handbook for the self-instruc-
tion of those Brethren desirous of entering the Higher
Degrees of Freemasonry, and he frusts that it may be
received with the same favor that his previous less
ambitious work, viz., ‘“The Text Book of Freemasonry"”
(Craft), universally met with. '

In performing this self-imposed task it behoves the
Compiler to acknowledge the aid he has received, in the
Historical and Explanatory Remarks, from the works of
such distinguished and erudite Brethren as Brothers
Dr. Oliver, Findel, C. T. MecClenachan. U.S., Jeremiah

Howe, and others.

JaNvUARY, 1878,



“If it be asked for what good are the Superior Degrees cultivated ?
we might answer, that as to personal benerts, the opportunity to do
. good and communicate, to practise all the Masonic virtues, as well
as enjoy all the pleasures of fellowship and sociality—so far as these
are considered within the sphere of the Masonic acquirements of
any Brother—the original working degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry
will for him suffice. Only to one who wishes to attain a more exten-
sive knowledge of, and become fully accomplished in, the religious,
philosophic, and chivalric departments of our Order, as they were
cultivated in the different ages of the world gone by, as well as at
the present day, would we recommend initiation info the higher
degrees. He only will be competent to appreciate the honors and
privileges attached to them who possesses the disposition and ability
to study the deeper and higher Mysteries of our Kabala, and will not
rest satisfied until he has discovered a satisfactory solution to every
Masonic problem, and can in every case explain, de quo fabulum nar-
ratur, who can thoroughly understand the moral mysteries, as well
ag those of art and science, which our legends unfold, and who has a
laudable ambition to participate in the most exalted sphere, with
congenial associates, in that subtle communion and fraternization
which gennine ‘Sublime Freemasonry’ is peculiarly caleulated to
afford.”—The Freemasons’ Quarterly Magazine.

“With the exception of Christianity I know of no other institution
in which benevolence so pure, and philanthropy so disinterested, are
taught in obedience to the command of God; nor where, but in the
Gospel, the social and moral duties are enforced by such awful sanc-
tions as in the Lodges of the Brotherhood.”—Rev, Dr. Dalcho.
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ANTIENT

AND
j"f ONOURABLE f RATERNITY

OF

Bogal Ark  Hlavimers,



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Tais Degreec has never excited very much attention
amongst Masons, but we learn from the Book of the
Statutes that *in the 18th Century Royal Ark Masonry
appears to have been much practised. In the year 1772
a Grand Lodge was constituted, and a Warrant is in the
possession of the Supreme Grand Commander of the
Order, together with other documents relating to this and
the Excellent Masters’ Degrees, with which degree it has
always been allied. This Warrant or Charter, sanctioned
by the Grand Lodges of England under the Old Constitu-
tions before the Union in 18183, is dated November, 1793,
and it informs us that H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence had
been pleased to accept the Grand Command of the Order,
and it is signed by several distinguished Masons of the
period.—Their Royal Highnesses the Dukes  of Sussex
and Kent were members of the Order.—This Grand

Lodge was in existence down to the ycar 1870, and the
B2
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Warrant has been transmitted from one to another with
the powers kept alive and with the full authority unim-
paired, when Bro. Dorrington, the surviving Grand
Commander, unwilling that the knowledge of this portion
of Antient Masonry should perish, and not being in suffi-
ciently good health to attend a meeting away from his
.own house at Bow, called together some Royal Ark
Mariners, and invested Bro. Morton Edwards as his Pro.-
Grand Commander, with full authority to act and con-
vene mectings of Royal Ark Mariners, reorganising a
Grand Lodge,” &e., &e. It also goes on to say that ¢ the
position the degree of Rayal Ark Mariner has always held
in Scotland is this, that it is never given to any Bro. who
is not a Royal Arch Mason. It is worked extensively over
the whele continent of America, very much in India, and
in many of the Colonies and Dependencies of the British
Empire.” We also learn that it has been worked in
London from long previous to 1772, and that the Royal
Ark Mariners claim by immemorial custom to have the
xight to work the Degrees of Mark Man and Mark Master,
and that the Grand Liodge of Mark Masters also claim to
dhave the power to work the Royal Ark Mariners Degrees.
It was therefore arranged in 1870 that in order that the
Grand Master and Officers of the Mark Degree should
have an opportunity of judging as to the merits of this
Degree, that there should be a meeting held without pre-
Jjudice to the claims of either, and it was hoped that either
party would disclaim its intention to work the other
Degrees, or that an arrangement for union or attachment
«f the Royal Ark Mariner to the Mark Degree much in
‘the same manner as the Royal Arch to the Craft, would
become to. Numerous meetings, and a long correspon-
dence ensu¢d of an acrimonious character between the two
contracting powers, when, on the 9th August, 1871, all
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further negotiations were broken off by the prommulgation
of the following resolutions carried unanimously at a
special meeting of the Grand Lodge of the Antient and
Honble. Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners of England
and Wales, &e., viz.:—

1. ¢ That this Grand Lodge, as representing the Ira-
. ternity of Royal Ark Mariners, having been a legitimate
and properly constituted body for nearly a eentury, stand
entirely as an independent order for the future.

2. ¢« That a circular, giving the necessary information,
be sent to all Mark Lodges and other bedies interested,
and that this G. L. be at once placed with all of those
bodies who may be interested in ifs proceedings.

8. ¢ That, having the power by Royal Warrant of 1798
to confer the original and genuine degrees of Mark Man,
Mark Master, Excellent and Super-Excellent Master,
these be at once added to the working of any Lodge of
Roya.l Ark Marivers that may desire to worL them.

4. ‘¢ Relates to Fees only.

5. «That the thanks of the G. L. be sent to those-
Lodges who have sent a vote of confidence, endorsing the-
proceedings and undertaking to sustain the action of this.
Grand Lodge, against the circular lately issued by the-
Mark Grand Lodge, intimating that they would work the-
Royal Ark Mariners degrees.”

Finally, it appears that a notice of motion has beer
given in the G. Chap. of Canada by Comp. Ramsey to the
effect that the constitution be so amended as to recognise
among other orders that of the Royal Ark Mariners.

Degrees.
A regular Royal Ark Lodge consists of the follawing

officers, viz.:—
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1. Commander Noah. 7. Junior Deacon.

2. Senior Warden Japhet. 8. Director of Ceremonies.
8. Junior Warden Shem. 9. Organist.

4. Treasurer. 10. Guardian.

5. Secribe. 11. Steward.

6. Senior Deacon. 12. Waxrder.

A Lodge may be allowed constitutionally to work with
thrce members, and be returncd on the Roll of the Fra-
ternity, so long as a single member survives.

The Jewel of the Degree is 2 Dove with an Olive
branch in its mouth, hanging from a looped white ribbon;
on the bar is the name of the Lodge, and on an oval plate
fastened on the ribbon, is the number of the Lodge, all of
silver. The Apron is of White Kid, with segmental flap
bordered with rainbow ribbon, and three rosettes in the
places where generally fixed.



RITUAL OF THE CEREMONY OF ELEVATION

TO THE

Antient and FHomowrable Fraternity of Bopal
Ark  Warmers.

FIRST GRADE.

Com. Noah (Repeated by Japhet and Shem).—Bro.
Ark Masons assist me to open this Royal Ark Lodge.

Com. N.—Son Shem. What is the first care of every
Ark Mason ?

Shem.—To see the Lodge secured.

Com. N.—Direct that to be done.

Shem.—Bro. Guardian you will see the Lodge secured.

Guard.—The Lodge is secured.

Shem.—Worshipful Com. N. the Lodge is secured.

Com. N.—Son Japhet. What is our next care?

Japhet.—To see that none but Ark Masons are present.

Com. N.—Brethren, to order as Ark Masons. Son
Shem, from what part of the world did Ark Masons
come ?

Shem.—From the Mountains of Armenia.

Com. N.—Son Japhet. Whither did they take their

course ?
J aphet.——They were dispersed over the whole earth,
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and rested at that place whero the providence of God
pleased to direct them.

Com. N.—Then, Sons, sinco wo have found a resting
place, it is my will and pleasuro that this Royal Ark
Lodge be opened for all businesy that may come before it.
Therefore let us beseech the continuance of the aid of the
Grand Commander of the Universo, that our labours thus
begun in order may be continued in peace and closed in
harmony.

Past. Noah.—So mote it be.

Com. N.—Glory to God on high and peace to us on
earth (opens Bible at Isaiah liv. chap. 8, 9, and 10 verses,
and places Triangle and Compasses).

Com. N.—Bro. Seribe, &c. (minutcs are now read and
confirmed).
CEREMONY.

Com. N.—Sons. Since, by tho providence of God, you
have been preserved in the Ark from the overwhelmmg
waters, and have observed and obeyed God’s voice in
being fruitful and multiplying en the earth, is there any
among you to join this Royal Ark Lodge to keep up the
memorial of so singular a deliverance ?

J a.phet —There is, and we beliove, if permitted to come
-into our Ark, he will prove a truo and faithful Brother.

Com. N.—Go, Shem, and instruct the Deacons to pre-
pare him according to our antient custom.

Shem.—Bro. Deacons, you will prepare and admit the
candidate in due form (the Deacons leave the room and
prepare the candidate thus, both f—s s—d and hoodwinked
with c—t three times round the nock, and is examined as
a M. Mason and led to the door).

Guard.—Who comes there?

‘Warden.—A M. Master Mason, tricd and proved.

Guard.—YYhat is his name?
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Warden.—Noachida.

Guard.—How is he clothed ?

Warden.—In the habiliments of a distressed Mason.

Guard.—Is he in possession of our Password ?

Warden.—He is not, but I am, and will be answerable
for him.

Guard.—Give it me.

Warden.—(Gives it.)

Guard.—Let him wait patiently while a report is made
to the Commander.

W. Commander.—A M. Master Mason, tried and
proved, who states his name to be Noachida, and is
clothed in the habiliments of a distressed Mason, requests
admittance to this Royal Ark Lodge.

Com. N.—Let him enter.

Guard.—Enter Bro. Noachida.

(As Candidate enters he places the point of a triangle
to his breast.)

Candidate salutes as M. Master Mason, he is then led
round once by the left from entrance, and stops at the
point where Shem is.

Shem.—This point to which you have been directed is
called Beauty. This is to adorn the inward man, and
reminds us that God’s Beauty shines forth throughout the
whole of the Creation in symmetry and order. It ex-
emplifies also the curious and masterly workmanship of
Noah in the construction of the Ark, the simplicity of
which was Beauty itself.

(The Candidate is led round again, and stops at the
point where Japhet is.) '

Japhet.—This second point is called Strength, and will
support you under all difficulties. It denotes also that
God’'s strength is ommipotent. This was exemplified
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when the waters overspread the face of the Earth, by
which the Ark was upheld and all Noah's family saved.

(The Candidate is led round again for the third time,
and to the point where the Com. N. is.)

Com. N.—This third and last point is called Wisdom,
and will direct you in all your undertakings. It reminds
us that God’'s wisdom is infinite, and i1s an emblem of that
divine attribute. It also represents Noah and his wisdom
in building the Ark, by which mankind was preserved
from the Universal Deluge.

Com. N.—AIll rise! (Candidate is placed nearly in
front of Pedestal.)

PRAYER.

Thou great and glorious Commander of Heaven and
Earth, who spoke and it was done, we, the frail creatures
of Thy power, humbly beg the fulfilment of Thy promise,
thus when two or three are gathered together in Thy name,
Thou wilt be in the midst to do them good. In Thy name
we meet this evening to elevate a Brother, who, with us,
may continue to commemorate so wonderful a deliverance
as that of Noah and his family from the Deluge. Endow
him that he may prove a true Brother, and able to un-
fold the mysteries of Ark Masonry. May he be as con-
stant and industrious as Noah, as faithful as Abraham, as
upright as Jacob, as patient as Lot, and may the purity of
him who was separated from his Brethren, .and the wis-
dom of Solomon dwell in him. O Thou, who met Jacob
by the way—Gideon in the field—and Moses by the bush,
meet him and bless him in his going out and coming in,
in his basket and in his store. May he enjoy the upper
and the lower springs. Bless him so that he may be rich
in faith and good works, given to hospitality, so that the
blessings of those ready to perish may come upon him.

May he love the brotherhood unfeignedly, well know-
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ing that love is the fulfilling of the Law. May such a one
as Ham never be found among us, but may we so conduct
ourselves in the Ark here, that when we are called hence
by the Supreme and Eternal Grand Commander of the
Universe we may find a blessed Asylum in the Mansions

of Iiternal rest.
P. N.—So mote it be.
Com. N.—Having been prescnted to your Maker, the

Lord of Heaven and IZarth, for His benediction, you must
now take a solemn obligation if you are desirous of ob-
taining a knowledge of our mysteries.

Cand.—I am (Stands erect).

Com. N.—Then you will place both H—s on the B. of
S— L—, and repeat after me. I, A. B., in the presence
of the Grand Commander of the Universe, and before this
Royal Ark Lodge, of my own free will and accord, most
solemnly engage to keep inviolate the Secrets and Mys-
teries of this degree of Antient Freemasonry, denominated
Royal Ark Mariner, from all not of this degree, and reveal
them only to Ark Masons, they being well-known or
proved to be such after due examination, or in the body of
a Royal Ark Lodge properly and lawfully assembled by
the power of the Grand Commander of the Royal Ark
Council of the Order. I also engage to defend the charac-
ter of a Brother so far as is consistent with my duty to
God, my neighbour, and myself—to assist him so far as
Prudence may lay the line and Justice hold the scales.

I further engage to answer all lawful signs and sum-
monses when duly marked, and if within my c— t—.
This I solemnly promise and swear under no less a
penalty than that my R— be broken my K— taken out,
and the waters may overwhelm me and sweep me from off
the face of the earth. So help me the Grand Commander
of the Universe., (Salutes once. Reads Isaiah chap. liv.
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8, 9, 10 verses.) Bro. Deacons, you will restore our Bro.
to

(The Cand. is here presented with an olive branch, or
myrtle will do if olive is not to be had.)

Com. N.—You may now with truth meet Brethren in
Ark Masonry with that promise of God in your right
hand, which will comfort you in trouble, cheer you in the
hour of death, and make you happy to all eternity, for the
stability of the Lodge is brethren joined by truth and
cemented by love. He has given us a promise collectively
in the same chapter and last verse, ‘“No weapon that is
formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that
shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their
righteousness is of Me saith the Lord.”

Com. N. then gives the Grip of a Royal Ark Mariner
(and proceeds)—By this Grip a Bro. may be known by
night as well as by day; the word is The hailing
sign in commemoration of the R—w is given by placing
h—s above b—d, f—s extended and meeting. The head
being in the centre signifies E—h, the arms been extended
B—w, and as it is placed in heaven as a token, so this
hailing sign is given as of distress, and when a Bro. sees
it he will immediately come to your assistance, however
difficult that may be. Certain other signs and tokens will
be explained to you in due course. ’

The Signs of the Degree are Seven in number.

1. The Sign of Distress. 2. The Pass Sign. 8. The
Sign of the Dove. 4. The Penal Sign. 5. Hailing Sign.
6. Sign of Demand, and 7. Sign of Security. The Sign
of Distress or Swimming Sign is made by ——, and refers
to the Antediluvians making a foolish attempt to escape to
some elevated object by swimming. It also refers to the
Symbol of this Degree, the Equilateral Triangle.
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Com. N. continues—The Pass Sign is made by ,
and refers to Noah looking out for the Dove, and resting
his head in the hollow of his left arm. It is usually given
at the door of the Lodge, and has improperly been called
by some a pass Grip. The Sign of the Dove is made by
, and refers to Noah extending his hand for the
Dove. It is usually accompanied by the words ¢ Lo she
cometh.” The Penal Sign is made by , and is an
imperfect Rainbow Sign. The Sign of Demand, or ques-
tioning Sign, is also an imperfect Rainbow Sign, and is
nearly the Sign of the Dove inverted. It is always
answered by the last sign.

The Sign of Security is made It refers to the
perfect Bow in token of the Covenant made with Noah.

The Grip refers to the periods when the Antediluvians
sentenced to the watery abyss, and struggling with the
execution of that sentence, endeavoured to frustrate the
wrath of Heaven by pulling each other up by this grip to
the summit of the hills, tops of trees, and all places that
presented a temporary relief from the justice of Him who
was then pouring down destruction upon their heads.
Hence it is sometimes called the token of distress.

The Pass Word is M——h. The Common Word is'
L——h, and the Sacred Word is T—d.

Com. N.—You will now proceed to the South West.

Shem.—A. Bro’s. distress may arise from three different
causes :—Firstly, in some matter wherein it may be neces-
sary to ask a Brother’s advice, and the Brother who is
hailed will give you such advice as may be in his power,
in faithfulness and truth, his conduct being squared by
that rule which saith ‘“Do unto others as you would that:
they should do unto you.”

Secondly, & Brother's distress may arise from excessive
poverty. He may not have a meal to eat or proper cloth-
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ing to put on. If this be the case the Brother to whom it
may be made known will do well to rclieve this distress,
remembering that it is more blessed to give than fo re-
ceive, and who so seeth his Bro. have need, and shutteth
up his compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God
in him, for ke that saith he loved God and loveth not his
Bro. is a liar and the truth is not in him, therefore as wise
students of the manifold gifts of God, we should always
have 2 hand and heart ready to help a distressed Erother.
Thirdly, A Brother’s distress may arise from his being
situated among his enemies, so as to render it necessary to
call in the assistance of a Bro. as fo his bodily strength, if
this be the case, the Bro. who perceives the hailing sign
will immediately come to his aid, and such will be his love
for his Brother, if he believes him to be worthy, that he
will sooner die by his side than desert him. This Mark
is always placed in a Royal Ark Mariner’s summons of
importance, with such a mark you must attend if possible,
but if by unavoidable circumstances you cannot do so, you
must send your reasons in writing, with the same mark,
which means the Brother or Lodge receiving it, must take
. the will for the deed, and the Bro. will have done his duty.
You will now proceed to the North West to be invested.
(Candidate is taken by the S. Deaecon to Japhet in the
North West, and is placed at his (Japhet’s) right hand.
Junior Deacon hands now the Lodge apron. They nearly
face the Worshipful Commander who is in the East and
Japhet invests him. The J. D. and S. D. standing at the
right hand of the Cand., who is at the right of Japhet.)
Japhet.—I now decorate you with this Jewel, and invest
you with this Apron, and enjoin you never to put it on if
you are angry or in wrath with your Bro., for it is an em-
blem of love and virtue, and as such more valuable than
any gift an Emperor or King can bestow, therefere you
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must reconcile to your Bro., you may then sit down in
peace and brotherly affection, and to as many as walk by
this rule, Peace be unto them. You may now retire and
restore yourself to your personal comforts, and on your
return the ceremony will be proceeded with.—(Cand. re-
tires, and after re-clothing re-enters the Lodge.)

Com. N.—Bro. Deacons, you will direct our Bro. to ad-
vance to the East by the proper steps.

(The Deacons cause the Cand. to step on the poirt of
the equilateral triangle on the floor, and then advance
half round it by three steps as under:—

v
8v

Tv
6v
5v

v

<
<t

v

1
Com. N.—I present you with the working tools of a
Royal Ark Mariner, and inform you that all the tools of a
Carpenter Mason belong to you, but as an Ark Mason you
are only to make use of such tools as Noah worked with
when he built the Ark, the principal of which were an
axe, with which he cut down trees and squared them, a
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saw, with which he sawed those trees into planks, and the
borer with which he made holes in those planks, whilst
with the axe he cut out pins and drove them in, by which
means the planks were kept together. By wisdom and
the cunning workmanship he was possessed -of, that
beautiful structure the Ark was formed, the strength of
which proved the temporal salvation of himself and his
family, and all the living creatures contained therein.
We consider that these tools have other meanings, which
I will explain to you. The axe fells trees, and they being
cut down are an emblem of the fall of the Old World, and
as the axe fells and squares the timber so it points out
the good providence of God in choosing Noah and his
family for his designs, and as the saw divides these trees
into planks so it declares how the Lord separated Noah's
family from the rest of mankind. As the Borer makes
holes in the planks, so it teaches us the use of afflictions
to make holes and uneasiness in our minds, that the axe
of God’s goodness may cut out promises as pins, and drive
them into our remembrance so as to keep us in one family
dependent on Him, and as the Ark was built by these
tools, so it shows us that by perseverance in Faith, Hope,
and Love, we shall be shut into an Ark of safety, when
the whole Earth shall be dissolved by liquid fire and the
elements melt with fervent heat. The steps which you
took were to fix in your mind the form of a Lodge, and
the reason you were stopped at the three points was to
remind you that Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty were dis-
played in the construction of the Ark, they having also the
moral signification then explained to you. Your standing
erect on entering tnto your engagement is the position Noah
stood in when he offered up the sacrifice to God for his
safe deliverance from the Deluge. His sacrifice was ac-
cepted and his prayer heard. The Grand and Eternal
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Commander of the Universe then fixed his bow in the
cloud, and made a covenant with Noah and all Ark
Masons, that they should stand as long as time should
endure, and commanded them to multiply and replenish
the Earth. '

The Nine un-equiformed steps belonging to this Degree
denote the nine signs timely given by the S. G. C. U. to
our Grandfather Noah, to warn him that the time was
drawing near for building the Ark, that he, his family,
and the chosen ‘of brute creation might escape from the
overvhelming waters which destroyed all other living
things upon the surface of the earth. The Triangular
Pedestal represents Noah and his two sons, Japhet and
Shem (Ham having been expelled with the curse which
fell on his posterity). For about 800 years afterwards the
Israelites, descendants of Shem, took possession of the
Land of Canaan, destroyed most of its inhabitants, and laid
heavy tribute on the remainder, whom afterwards the
Greeks and Romans (descendants of Japhet) brought into
subjection, so that Ham and his posterity became slaves
to that of their Brethren, Japhet and Shem. The part of
the Earth which Ham possessed was the South. J aphet
the North and West, for we are to recollect the blessing
upon Japhet is, that his territories should be enlarged,
and accordingly his posterity spread themselves, not only.
over Europe and Lesser Asia, but Media, Armenia, Iberia,
Albania, and those large regions towards the North, now’
inhabited by the Tartars. The posterity of Shem taking
possession of the East. ,

The Triangle and Pedestal are also emblematical of
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, in this sense, that those in
the highest sphere of life have indeed the largest province
- wherein to do good, but those of an inferior degree will be’
as eminently distinguished in the mansions of bliss, if



18 THE ROYAL ARK MAPINERS' DEGREE.

they move regulurly and are useful members of society, ag
the highest is he who performs his part best, not he who
personates an exalted character, for the Moon, although
she borrows her light from the Sun, evidently sets forth
the Glory of God, and the flowers of the field declare his
power equally with the stars of the firmament.

It is my duty to tell you that certain fees will be re-
quired for your Elevation, and it is but right that you
should be informed by what authority we act. This is our
Warrant or Charter of Constitution (holding under the
Royal Ark), open for your inspection at this or any other
Lodge evening. These are the Statutes of the Order.
These, our Bye Laws, from both of which you will learn
your duties to Ark Masons in general, and this Lodge in
particular. You will now proceed to the South West.
Son Shem, please to give the historical lecture to our
newly elevated Brother (Candidate is led to Shem by the
Deacons who stand on the left of Cand., who is on the left
of Shem, and as before nearly facing the chair of Com. N. )-

Shem.,—The first three steps, circaumnavigating the tri-
angle in a manner, conform with the first regular steps
- in Symbolic or Craft Masonry; but here they-have a
second additional import. You have already this evening
been told that the thrce points of the triangle are synony-
mous with the site of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty;
Man in his ignorance at fhe commencement of his pil-
grimage believes himself invinecible by resting on the point
of Strength; ‘and relying thereon he oftentimes discards
the use of the unerring needle, strays from the true course,
and before long the waters overwhelm him. Having,
however, taken the first regular step, his foot rests appa-
rently upon fast ground, and his eye is opened to look
upon the spot where beauty reigns; but the danger
threatening him is evén now .greater than before, for
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should his step here deviate from the straight line, his fate-
will be like the bullrush, swayed to and fro by every
breath of the tempter. But, my Bro., if you take the
second step fast and manly you will find yourself at tke
site where wisdom dwells, and irom there your path is
easy to where Strength of Mind is favoured, for when
Wisdom guides your footstep the way shall become smooth
and easy of ascent. The fourth step.is shorter, and of a
firmer nature, thereby indicating that although you are
now sure of the road you walk witlz due care and vigilance.
This step brings you into the middle of the Triangle, from
where, surrounded by Beauty, Strength, and Wisdom, you
may mount the ladder with even and regular steps, until
the Ark, the haven of rest, be reached. These five last
steps imply that, during your onward course, you must
always recollect to exercise, and without remission, prac-
tise those five Cardinal Virtues peculiarly belonging to
Masonry—namely, Watchfulness, Discretion, Brotherly
Leove, Truth, and Charity.

Tee Grre reminds us that however fast hold we may
think to have of a Bro.’s hand, death may come between,
loosen the grasp, and force each to give the slip. But
after that a rallying point is found, where Brother shall
cling to Brother; never to be separated any more, and even
the grasping of the Index, and pointing both conjointly
towards Heaven, will show you how the Grip of this
Degree is to he rightly interpreted without my adding anv-
thing further.

Tue Hamine Srex is given in reférence to the glorious
token placed in the welkin by the S. G. C. U. as a sign
that His wrath was appeased, and a promise to our Grand-.
father Noah that nevermore shall the earth be destroyed.
by the overwhelming waters. We consider it also as a

thanksgiving sign to Him for His mercy towards us.
c2
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In Scotland they are —— .
In America they are —————

END OF THE CEREMONY OF ELEVATION.

CLOSING.

Com. N.—I now rise to enquire whether any Bro. has
-ought to propose for the good of Ark Masonry in general,
or this-Royal Ark Lodge in particular.—2nd and 8rd also.

Com. N.—Bro. Ark Masons assist me to close this
Royal Ark Lodge.

Com. N.—Son Shem, what is the constant care of every
Ark Mason?

Shem.—To see the Lodge is properly secured.

Com. N.—Direct that duty to be done.

Shem.—Bro. Guardian, you will see the Loodge properly
secured.

Guard.—The Lodge is properly secured.

‘Shem.—Worshipful Com. Noah, the Lodge is properly
:gecured.

Com. N.—Son Japhet. What is our next care?

Japhet.—To see the Brethren to Order as Ark Masons.

Com. N.—Brethren, to Order as Ark Masons.

Com. N.—Before the Lodge is closed let us beséech the
Grand Commander of the Universe—who maketh the
storm to cease and the waves to be still, the wilderness a
standing water, and water springs a dry ground—to have
us in His good keeping until we meet again in His name,
or until it is His pleasure, that we be received into the
Ark of his Covenant made with the children of Noah, who
passed from the old to the new world. :



THE ROYAL ARE MARINERS DEGREE. or

P. N.—So mote it be.
Com. N.—Son Japhet, the labours of the evening being-

ended you have my command to close this Royal Ark
Lodge.

Japhet.—Brethren, in the name of the Grand Com-
mander of the Universe, and by command of the Worship-
ful Commander, I close this Lodge. :

Shem.—This Royal Ark Lodge being closed, I declare it
adjourned until, ete.

P. N.—Nothing now remains but, according to antient
custom, to lock up our secrets in a safe and sacred re-
pository; all uniting in the act with fidelity, fidelity,.
fidelity, so mote it be.

BATTERY.
—0—

N. B.—When there are no Candidates for Elevation;.
the following lecture may be given by a Past Noah.

P. N.—By reason of the sinful. nature of the whole
earth, with the exception of Noah and his family, God
commanded that he should build an Ark. This structure
was a range of building 800 cubits in length and 80 cubits
in height. It was built of Gopher wood, that being sup-
posed to be what we call Cypress, and which no worm or
corroding animacule will touch. It was pitched within
and without, with pitch to secure it from the weather, it
had one door in the centre of the side, twelve cubits high
and ten wide, and one window only, which was placed in
the centre of the roof. It was of three stories, capable of
containing a prodigious quantity, being larger than forty
ships of 1000 tons each, and was 120 years in building.
Some have doubted whether the Ark was capable of con-
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faining two of every sort of creature, with provisions
necessary for their support for a whole year, for so long
and more did Noah stop in the Ark. But on a careful
enquiry it has been found that only about 100 different
sort of beasts, and not 200 birds, are known, the greater
part of them are of no great bulk, and many exceedingly
small, and it has been said all the creatures in the Ark
would not take up the room of 500 horses. After 4000
years human ingenuity cannot now contrive any propor-
tions better adapted than that of the Ark for the purpose
it was intended for. A Dutch merchant, 200 years ago,
built a ship answering in its respective dimensions to
those of the Ark, its length being 120 feet, breadth 20 feet,
depth 12 feet; while building, this vessel was laughed at,
but afterwards it was found that it held 4 more, and sailed
better then any other merchant vessel of the time.

Thus we have a collateral proof no way inconsiderable
that the Spirit of God, from whom cometh all understand-
ing, directed Noah in that manner. We find the reasons
assigned in God’s counsels for the preservation of men
and animals in the Ark, were, to keep seed alive upon the
face of the earth. God could have preserved Noah from
the wrath that was to come by taking him to himself as he
did Enoch.

He could, after having destroyed every species of
animal, with his word only have created an entirely new
race upon the face of the earth, but this was not consis-
tent with the purposes of His wisdom. The Great Apos-
tate Spirit would undoubtedly have triumphed to have
seen even one order of God's creatures blotted out from
the face of creation by his malicious attempts. All orders
of beings would have irembled to have seen him prevail in
any one instance. If even the meanest of God's works
had been destroyed by any means of his he would have
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gained the poigt he aimed at. It is therefore that the
power and wisdom of God has been ever since employed,
instead of destroying, in producing back things not only to
their first perfection but to a still higher degree. God’s
ways are far above our ways, wisdom is the first principle
of all His actions. We may look upon the destroying of
the whole world as a most terrible and severe judgment,
and it should be a warning to us not to commit sin. Yet
we think not of God as He s, if we suppose that He
brought all this destruction for revenge like a provoked
human being. No! it was His Wisdom and His Good-
ness that produced it.—For mankind having grown uni-
versally corrupt to a very extruordinary degree, it was the
highest act of wisdom and goodness to succeeding genera-
tions to take them away from the Earth, that the genera-
tions to come might proceed from a good stock, for we find
in general that the branches will partake of the nature
from which they spring, and accordingly through this
means, and otherwise alterations, the world in general hag
never been again so universally wicked and impious.

It is supposed that a far greater number of souls were
destroyed by the Deluge than are in existence at the pre-
sent time.

Thus was the race of sinners swept from the face of the
earth, a terrible example to all succeeding ages.

All their powers, their mighty strength, availed them

nothing. When God arose to judgment all their pride
was blasted, and they were scattered like stubble. With

what horror did they see the increasing waters rise around
to overwhelm them without any place to fly to. How did
those who lived where Noah did, wonder at the strange-
ness of his salvation, so far beyond all they looked for.
How, repenting and groaning through anguish of spirit,
did they look upon themselves. This is he whom we had
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sometimes in derision, and a proverb of reproach. We
fools accounted his life madness. How is it he is now in
safety. Thus also, my Brethren, by the mercy and good
providence of God, the Ark rested and Noah once more
settled on earth, with a promise that man should no more
be destroyed by water. When the families wazed nume-
rous Noagh divided them as he was appointed, as you
have heard, but Ham, for his iniquity, was expelled to
Africa, with his curse and mark upon him. Shem had the
privilege of continuing in Asia, and Japhet, with his bless-
ing, was sent to Europe, whilst Noah abided in the city
which he built at the foot of Mount Ararat. The Officers
of the Grand and Royal Ark Lodge being thus dispersed,
warrant was given to them that wherever they settled they
were to act as Grand Commanders, and convene Royal
Ark Lodges under them, with full powers and instructions
in all degrees of Ark Masonry. Thus dispersed Royal Ark
Masonry began to flourish all over the earth, has
descended to the present era, and so may it continue until
time shall be no more.
END OF THE BITUAL,



CEREMONY OF ENTHRONMENT OF A W. COM-
MANDER NOAH.

-—0l—

SECOND GRADE.

The Presiding Officer takes the Chair, and appoints his
Wardens, pro. tem., declaring the Assembly of Com-
manders properly formed.

The New Commander is then presented.

Past Noah.—I present to you a worthy Ark Mason, to
be enthroned as Worshipful Commander Noah of this
Royal Ark Lodge. We know him to be of good morais,
great skill, true and trusty.

D. C. places him on the left side of the Presiding
Officer.

P. O.—Is it your unanimous wish that Bro. A. B.
should be installed Commander of this Lodge ?

The Brethren signify their assent.

P. 0.—Do you agree to hold in veneration the Rulers
of Ark Masonry and their regular successors, supreme and
subordinate according to their stations, and to submit to
the awards and resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Royal
Ark Mariners in every respect consistent with its consti-
tutions. You promise to respect frue or genuine Royal
Ark Mariners, and to discountenance® imposters. You
agree to promote the general good of the Order, and to
propagate the knowledge of Ark Masonry as far as your
influence and ability can extend. You promise to pay
homage to the Grand Commander, for the time being, and
to his officers when duly installed, and strictly to conform
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to the edicts of the Grand Commander, and the Grand
Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners. You promise a regular
attendance at all its meetings, upon receiving proper
notice thereof. You admit that no new Royal Ark Lodge
can be formed without the permission of the Grand Com-
mander of the Order, and that no countenance shall be
given fo any irregular Ark Lodge, or to any person
elevated therein. Do you submit and promise to uphold
these regulations as your predecessors have done in all
ages?

The New Commander gives his assent.

All except Past N's. now leave the Lodge.

P. 0.—I will now proceed with your instalation; you
will therefore repeat after me:—I, A. B., do hereby agree
to accept the office of Commander N. of this Lodge No.—
on the Roll of the Antient and Honourable Fraternity of
Royal Ark Mariners, and solemnly promise, to the best of
my ability, to discharge faithfully, zealously, and con-
scientiously its duties (until the period of next annual
election, unless a successor shall be previously appointed
and installed in my stead), and that I will do my utmost
to forward the interests of Royal Ark Masonry, whenever
and wherever it may be possible, and support the officers
in their respective duties, and further, that I will not
divulge the Secrets of this Chair to any but those duly
qualified to receive them. So help me, the Grand Com-
mander of the Universe.

PRAYER.

Most glorious Commander of Heaven and Earth, whose
eyes pervade the Universe; who see’st every minute cir-
cumstance therein—our intentions being perfectly known
to Thee—fulfil now our request according to the riches of
Thy mercy. Cause a double portion of Thy Spirit to
descend on this Brother, set apart as a representative of
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righteous Noah, to rule and govern these Brethren. May
his rule be regulated by true wisdom, that they may have
unity of spirit in the bond of peace, and that all our works
may tend to Thy Glory.

So mote it be.

The W. C. N. here takes a vessel of salt, saying:—When
the wild Arab of the desert has tasted salt with his guest,
that guest is sacred to him, even if his hands are red with
the blood of the father or son of his host. Let us in the
same manner seal our vow of fidelity to Ark Masonry.

W. C. N. then places soms Salt on his tonyue, passing the
vessel of salt to his brother on the left, who passes it on again,
de., dc., saying:—With this salt I confirm my vow, and
whenever any of my Bro. Commanders who have tasted
this salt of inviolable faith, or any one on their behalf,
shall call upon me to aid them in distress, need, or
danger, and with the mark of the Triangle this solemn,
pledge shall be redeemed.

P. 0.—The Grip is ——, and the Word is A—#.

The W. C. N. is then placed on the Throne.

P. 0.—I now deliver to you this Sceptre, which shows
your authority to the Brethren. Secondly, I invest you
with this Collar and Jewel, the insignia of your office as
Commander of this Lodge. Thirdly, I render to you the
Sacred Law, which contains the rules by which all Ark
Masons should regulate their actions. Fourthly, I give
to you the Constitutions of Ark Masonry, by which you
will govern those under you, also the Bye-laws of the
Lodge, which you will cause to be read once in your year
of Office, in order that every member may have an oppor--
tunity of being acquainted therewith. And, lastly, I
present you with the Warrant or Dispensation for this
Lodge, being the authority under.which its meetings are
held. I also call your attention fo the following exposi-
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tion Now, God commanded Noah to make an Ark
of Gopher, instructing him how to fashion it, denoting
the length, breadth, and height thereof, with first, second,
and third stories, door and window. Noah took 100
years to complete it, he was 500 years old when he
commenced it, and consequently was 600 when it was
finished. He entered into it with his wife, three sons,
their wives, and two and two of all flesh wherein was the
breath of life. His father Liamech having died a short
time before at the age of 777, there were no ancient
patriarchs at the time of the flood with the exception of
Methuselah, who attained the age of 969, and no mention
is made in Holy Writ of his death, he is supposed to have
perished in the flood which took place in the year of the
world 1856, and destroyed most of the monuments of
antiquity. Enoch, the son of Jared, sixth son in descent
from Adam, had been instucted in the History of Man
since the creation, also in the liberal Arts and Sciences,
with which we may be certain the first inhabitants of this
world were well acquainted, perceiving that this know-
ledge was likely to be lost in the general destruction
foretold by Adam, and being desirotis of preserving the
principles of the sciences for the posterity of those whom
God should be pleased to spare; made two pillars, one of
brass and the other -of marble, with hieroglyphics on
each. The brass pillar having been placed securely in a
cavern, was not discovered for a very long period after-
wards, as we hear from tradition, when the hieroglyphics
upon it signifying that it was the depository of the liberal
Arts, and of the history of the world to his period, were
written for the first time and handed down. Thus was
this pillar allowed to withstand the fury of the over-
whelming waters, and its contents providentially pre-
‘gerved for the benefit of future generations.



THE ROYAL ARK MARINERS DEGREE, 29

ADDRESS.

Bro. A. B.—According to the powers delegated and
vested in me by the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners,
I have had the honour to enthrone you as Commander of
the ———— Lodge, No. — on the Roll of the Antient
and Honourable Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners. You
need not be informed that it is an office of the highest
trust and confidence, such a one as your great predecessor
Noah filled with uprightness and joy. We have the
highest opinion of your integrity and honour, and make
no doubt this Liodge will flourish under your rule, and be
evergreen like the Fir Tree, whose leaves fade not.

So mote it be. -,

P. O. declares the Assembly of Commanders closed.

The Brethren are now re-admitted.

P. 0.—Bro. Royal Ark Masons, during your absence
Bro. A. B. has been enthroned. I therefore proclaim
him Commander of this —————— Lodge, No. — on the
Roll ¢f the Antient and Honourable Fraternity of Royal
Ark Mariners, until a successor has been duly elected,
appointed, and enthroned in his stead. I call on you,
therefore, to salute him with three, taking the time from
me, with right hand to the left.

The Brethren now march round, and salute with the Hail-
ing Sign.

P. 0.—You will now please appoint your Officers.

The newly enthroned Commander closes down kis Lodge.

BATTERY. . . -»

N.B.—For the charges to be given on the investiture
of Officers see the Ceremony of Inauguration a.nd Dedica-
tion of a Royal Ark Lodge.

END OF THE CEREMONY.OF ENTHRONEMENT.



RITUAL OF THE

CEREMONIAL OF INAUGURATION AND DEDI-
CATION

OF A LODGE OF THE

ANTIENT AND HONOURABLE FRATERNITY QF
ROYAL ARK MARINERS.

The Brethren assemble in the Anti-room to the Lodge
Chamber, and all being properly clothed a procession is
formed in the following order :—

The Grand Superintendent of Works, with his Staff o
Office. e
Two Junior Royal Ark Mariners.
A Past Commander with Vessel containing Corn.
-Ark Marmers two abreast.
A Past Commander with Oil.
Ark Mariners two abreast.
A Past Commander with Wine.
The Grand Scribe and Grand Registrar, with Charter and
Statutes.
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The Grand Superintendent of Ceremonies with Vessel of
Salt.
Two Deputy Inspectors-General.
The Grand Sword Bearer.
Two Inspectors-General.
The Grand Standard Bearer.
The Deputy Grand Commander.
The Grand Commander.
Two Grand Torch Bearers, or Presiding Commanders.
Grand Officers.
The Grand Guardian.
Royal Ark Mariners.

After entering the Lodge Room, they walk round the
form of the Lodge, and the Presiding Commander ascends
the Throne, and opens the Lodge in due form, appointing
his Warders.

P. 0.—Worthy Ark Mariners, we have met to-day for
the purpose of Inaugurating and Dedicating a Royal Ark
Lodge, for the celebration of the Mysteries of our Antient
and Honourable Fraternity, and on these occasions it is
our first duty to invoke the assistance of the Grand Com-
mander of the Universe.

All arise. .
THE PRAYER.

Almighty and Supreme Grand and Eternal Commander
of the Universe, who is there that can stand in competi-
tion against Thee? Thy Omniscience, Omnipotence, and
Omnipresence pervade the secret recesses of every heart.
Thy boundless benificence supplies us with every comfort
and enjoyment. We invoke Thy benediction upon the
services of this assembly. Let this Lodge be inaugurated
to Thy Glory in faith, hope, and love. Let its officers be
endowed with wisdom and fidelity. Let its members be’
ever mindful of the duty they owe to Thee, the obedience
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they owe to their superiors, the love they owe to their
equals, and the good will they owe to all mankind.

So mote it be.

—-0l—

ORATION ON THE PRINCIPLES OF THE INSTITUTION.
In early ages necessity taught the use of Society, and
by the rapid progress made in Art and Sciences they were
led to mark and contemplate the nature and properties of
lines, figures, superficies, and solids, and thus by degrees
formed the sciences of Geometry and Architecture,
sciences which have proved to be of the greatest utility in
preserving the human race and animal creation on the
face of the earth. These arts being ceeval with the rest of
the sciences were carefully handed down by Methuselah,
who lived 255 years with Adam, by whom he was in-
structed in all the mysteries of these sublime sciences,
and faithfully communicated them to his grandson Noah.
After the flood the possessors of the arts, according to
antient fradition, were first distinguished by the name of
Noachide, or sons of Noah, afterwards sages or wise men,
who had understanding in their time and knew what
ought to be done, such were those who were instructed by
Moses in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and Chaldeans
—for this kind of learning was a tribe set apart, the
children of Issacher, who were ¢ Masters in Israel.”
These in more modern times were called Philosophers,.
and were venerated as sacred persons of the brightest
parts and genius; such men as these in all ages have been
looked upon by the judicious as the greatest blessing to
the communities where they dwelt, and the Art they were
in possesgion of esteemed ‘Royal,” as pra.ctlsed by Kings
and Princes.
Noahb, finding the superiority of Geometry and Architec-
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ture over the rest of the Sciences, sent Shem to Asia and
Japhet to Europe, while he continued in the City he built
at the foot of Mount Ararat, and convened Lodges under
them, with full powers and instructions in all the degrees
of Masonry. The officers of the first Royal Ark Lodge
having expelled Ham to Africa, who carried his curse and
mark with him, at this time considered how a permanent
Ark Lodge ought to be established, when immediately were
presented to their view brotherly love, and unimpeach-
able fidelity, as the most proper basis for so glorious an
institution, whose aim it was to esiablish unity among its
members. They no sooner set to work than the Grand
Commander of the Universe instantly inspired men of
similar opinions and manners to unite, while secrecy,
prudence, morality, and every social and religious duty was
cultivated amongst them. Thus, while they attended on
Geometry and Architecture on one side, and the precepts
of Wisdom and Ethics on the other, every wish and tem-
poral blessing has attended the fraternity, and in this
manner it has been providentially preserved to the
present era.

It is true that Ark Masonry, like every other part of
the sublime science, has met with calumny and slander,
easier hit off than praise, but unmoved by envy or by
lucre, the champions of Royal Ark Masonry still pre-
serve in keeping their laudable institution, and live in an
affection and friendship with each other, rarely to be met
with even amongst those whom the ties of consanguinity
ought to bind in the strongest manner.

(The following address may be left out at pleasure.)

ADDRESS.

[This particular intercourse, by uniting under the en.

dearing name of Brother, a name given not as an idle

compliment or as a mere parade of words, but in a
: D
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manner which holds out the most intimate union, and
diffuses a pleasure which no other institution can boast
of, having in its possession all the valuable requisites of a
true Brotherhood. It is in an Ark Lodge that merit and
ability secure to their possessors honourable regard and
respectable distinction. This every one receives with un-
affected complacency and delight. Xach exerts himself
for the general good without vanity and without fear.
No one conterds for superiority, emulation is only with a
view to please. The man of shining abilities and those
unblessed with such ornaments are equally admitted, all
may perform their parts suitable to the distinguishing
test, and & social familiarity runs through the whole.
Their pleasures are never embittered by ungrateful re-
flexions, but produce a serene and lasting composure of
mind, their conversation being such during their assem-
blies as is conducted with perfect decency, for they hold
an universal maxim—that in all their meetings they are
never to speak of an absent Brother but with respect,
consequently ill-nature is excluded and all satire is for-
bidden, by which rules decency never runs any risk, and
in the most mirthful times the conversation of a Royal
Ark Mariner may be said to be only wisdom in good
humour, for although a Brother may mistake as a man
(for no one is perfect) yet he has time, courage, and
opportunity to recover himself.

Thus, Brethren, has the antiquity of our excellent
institution, the universality of its plan with the moral
rectitude and purity of its design claimed a decided pre-
eminence over every bond of union, and may the noble-
ness of soul which first suggested its institution and the
benevolence of heart, which has ever prevailed amongst
its members, prompt and inspire you with the same
virtues, so that under the auspices of the¢ Grand Com-
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mander of the Universe you may flourish and prosper,
remaining the subjects of lasting admiration.]

P. 0.—I now call on the Grand Scribe to read the
DPetition and the Charter, which has been granted by the
Grand Lodge, authorising the Royal Ark Mariners named
therein to form and Lold a Lodge of the Fraternity.

The Seribe reads as directed.

P. O.—Brothers Royal Ark Mariners, I must inquire
whether you approve of Bro. ——— as your first Com-
mander.

(The Memvxers of the Lodge rise, and placing their right
hands out, respond—We do.)

MUSIC.

(The Deputy Commander then present the Commander
designate to the Presiding Officer.)

D. C.—Most Worshipful Grand Commander, I present
to you Bro. , who has been chosen as the first Com-
mander of this new Lodge, and pray you to constitute,
inaugurate, and dedicate the Lodge, and enthrone the
Commander in Antient form.

Pres. 0.—Conduct our Bro. to the East.

(The New Commander is placed on the left of the
Throne.)

Chant.—So mote it be.

(The Altar is now uncovered by the Grand Superinten-
dent of Works, and three Past Commanders take the
Corn, Wine, and Oil round the Lodge thus—

1st Past Com.—(Scattering the Corn) I scatter this
Corn as an emblem of plenty. )

(Presiding Commander leaves the Throne in the East,
and taking the triangle, which ke holds up, says:)

P. 0.—To the Grand Commander of the Universe, I

D2
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dedicate this Royal Ark Lodge, and may His blessing be
on its members.

(All respond) So mote it be.

2nd Past Com.—(Proceeding round as before) I sprinkle
this Wine as a symbol of joy.

P. O.—(Holding up Sceptre) I dedicate this Lodge to
Royal Ark Masonry. May the Brethren dwell together in
. Faith, Hope, and Love.

(All respond) So mote it be.

3rd Past Com.—(Proceeding round as before) I pour
this Oil as a token of Peace.

P. O.—(Reads liv. Isaiah, 8, 9, and 10 verses.)

(The Past Commanders then perainbulate the Lodge
with the Grand Omicers in procession three times, halting
in the East, where he gives the Dedication Prayer.)

PRAYER..

Past Com.—Thou, Great and Glorious Commander of
the Universe, whose goodness extends to all Thy children
in an especial manner, look down upon this Lodge, and
bless the members of it with a large portion of Thy love,
that they may strive to support their Commander, as a
wise Master Builder, in erecting such an edifice as may
overtop the skies, and, like Jacob’s ladder, press the
starry regions, leading their souls to the Divine centre of
the Heavens.

(All) So mote it be.

APPROPRIATE MTUSIC. :

(Presiding Commander then dedicates the Lodge as fol-
lows.)

P. O.—In the name of the Grand Commander, and as
the representa.txon of the Grand Lodge of the Order, I
hereby inaugurate this Lodge under the title of the
Lodge, No. — on the Roll of the Antient and Honourable
Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners. Henceforth, worthy
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Brethren, you are empowered to assemble as a regular
Lodge, and to elevate regularly advanced M. M. M. as
Brethren of the Order, according to antient custom, and
as I thus dedicate this Lodge to Ark Masonry, so may
you be dedicated to the service of the Grand Commarder
of the Universe here and hereafter.

(The Presiding Commander returns to his Throne, and
the Brethren resume their seats.)

Deputy Com.—May the God of ow fathers, the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob bless us and keep us for ever--
more.

Chant.

So mote it be.

INVESTITURE OF OFFICERS.
TO SENIOR WARDEN JAPHET.

P. O0.—Bro.—You are appointed Senior Warden or-
Japhet of this Royal Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you -
with the Jewel of your Office, which is a Triangle, with
the letter J. within its three sides. Your place is in tke

North-West.
TO JUNIOR WARDEN SHEM.

P. 0.—Bro.—You are appointed Junior Warden or
Shem of this Royal Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you
with the Jewel of your Office, which is a Triangle, with
the letter S. within its three sides. Your place is in the

South-West.
TO TKEASURER.

P. 0.—Bro.—You have been [re] elected Treasurer, I
therefore have much pleasure in investing you with the
Jewel of your Office, which is a Triangle, within the three
siles of which is a Key. The qualities which recommend
o, Treasurer are accuracy and fidelity. It is your duty to
receive and disburse all monies the property of the Lodge,
according to antient custom, with the approval of the-
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members, and I am certain you will (continue to) do so.
“Your place is in the North-West.
TO SCRIBE.

P. 0.—Bro.—You are appointed Scribe of this Royal
Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you with the Jewel of your
Office, which is a Triangle, within the three sides of
which are Two Pens crossed. The qualities which recom-
‘mend a Scribe are promptitude in issuing the notifications
of the Worshipful Commander Noah; punctuality in
attending the meeting of the Lodge, discrimination in
judging what is proper or improper to be reduced to writ-
ing, fidelity and integrity; and I have no doubt that yeu
will discharge your duties in a manner which will be
Lionourable to yourself and satisfactory to the Lodge.

TO DIRECTOR OF CEREMONIES.

P. 0.—Bro.—You are appointed Director of Ceremonies.
I therefore invest you with the Jewel of your Office, which
is a Triangle, within the three sides of which are Two
Wands tied. You will be careful that the utmost order
and decorum be observed on all occasions, and I have no
doubt you will give to your duties all that study and
attention which their importance demands. Your place is

in the South-West.
TO ORGANIST.

P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Organist of this Royal
Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you with the Jewel of your
Office, which is an Antient Lyre within the three sides of
a Triangle. Your capacity for the office is so well known
that I need do no more than remind you that punc:uality
is a necessity of your duties, in order that the Ceremonies
may be performed in a suitable manner, and according to
antient custom. Your place is in the North.

TO SENIOR DEACON.
P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Senior Deacon of this



THE ROYAL ARE MARINERS' DPEGREE. 39

Royal Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you with the Jewel
of your Office, which is a Triangle. - The office confided
to you, though subordinate, is eqaally important in its
duties with any in the Lodge; I trust you will execute
them with a promptitute and propriety of demeanour
which will give them their proper effect. Your place is

in the East.
TO JUNIOR DEACON.

P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Junior Deacon of this
Royal Ark Lodge. I there invest you with the Jewel of
your Office, which is a Triangle. It is important that
you should have a thorough knowledge of the duties of
vour office, in order to assist the Senior Deacon in the
preparation and introduction of the Candidates. Your
place is in the South.

TO GUARDIAN,

P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Guardian of this Royal
Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you with the Jewel of your
Office, which is Two Axes crossed within a Triangle.
Your duty is to Guard the Lodge, and see that none enter
without the proper Passwords and Signs, unless well
vouched for. Your regular and early attendance will
afford the best proof of your attachment to the Order.

TO STEWARD.

P. 0.—Bro.—You are appointed Steward of this Royal
Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you with the Jewel of your
Office, a Cornucopia within the three sides of a Triangle.
The duties of your office are to see that the tables are pro-
perly furnished at refreshment, and that every Brother is
suitably provided for, and generally to assist the other
Officers in the discharge of their respective offices.

TO WARDER.

P. 0.—Bro.—You are clected Warder to this Royal Ark
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Lodge, to ward off the approach of eavesdroppers and in1-
proper persons; to see that all Brethren are duly qualified
and properly clothed. As the first application of visitors
1s generally made to the Warder, your station will often
present you to the observation of strangers, it is therefore
essentially necessary that he who sustains the office you
are entrusted with, should be of good morals, steady
habits, striet discipline, temperate, affable, and descreet.
I trust that you will perform with fidelity the trust
reposed in you, with a just regard for the homour and
reputation of our Antient Order,

THE END OF ROYAL ARE MARINERS' DEGREE,
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Tuis Degree now assumes great importance from the fact
that it has very lately been restored to English Masonry
by its Grand Lodge, and conferred no longer by the
tolerance of the Masonic authorities, but under their sanec-
tion. The history of this degree is still involved in doubt
as to its origin. The late Dr. Oliver says that anciently it
was a degree leading to the Master Mason's chair. An
American writer says ‘it has been claimed as forming
formerly a part of the second degree, as the Royal Arch
‘was of the third, it is perfectly certain that none of the
ceremonies now used in this degree belonged to the Fellow
Craft Degree at the revival in 1817.”

“ How” says ‘that in England the Mark Degree is al-
together a distinet institution, the only qualification being,
hat the candidate should be a duly certified Master
Mason. In Scotland considerable impgrtance is attached
to the Mark Master in connexion with the Royal Arch.”
This is also the case in America, where it is placed as the
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Fourth in the Primary or the Capitular Degrees. There
is a close connexion between the second and fourth
degrees, inasmuch as the first named shows the necessary
duties of life, the last insists on the necessity of performing
them with systematic regnlarity.

A notable event in the history of this degree occurred
on the 2nd of October, 1872, when the Mark Masons of
Scotland and England were formally united. This im-
portant event took place at the Freemasons' Hall, Cooper
Street, Manchester, and it took years of patient toil to
bring this fusicn about. It is difficult to overrate the
importance of this event. The Provincial Grand 3laster
of Lancashire, Bro. Romaine Callander, has, by virtue of
his position, substantial power, and this was proved by
the fact that the gathering of the Brethren from all parts
of the United Kingdom had been brought together at the
summons of the Grand Master of Mark Masons. Amongst
those who were present from first to last were—Lord
Leigh, the Earl of Limerick, Lord Skelmersdale, the Earl
Bective, Sir Frederick Williams, Colonel Burdett, Bro.
the Rev. Raymond Portal, Mark Grand Master, and a
long list of Grand Officers more or less distinguished
Masons. The proceedings commenced at noon, and were
continued until twelve at night, and of the 200 Brethren
who were engaged in them many of them had travelled
800 miles to be present at this auspicious meeting. The
Provincial Grand Lodge of Lancashire was opened punc-
fually at one p.m., when the English Mark Masons com-
posing it transacted the business of their province under
the presidency of Bro. Romaine Cefllander. Half-an-hour
later the Lancashire Mark Masons, who had been until
now under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Scot-
land, opened their Grand Lodge for the last time in Lan-
cashire. Then followed the real business of the day, the
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business that had called so many Brethren together from
distant parts. The Grand Master of dark Masons took
the chair, the articles of union between the two sets of
Masons were read, and their fusion under one head, and
with one code of constitutional regulations, formally
agreed to, and adopted by th: consenting parties, Bro.
Romaine Callander being reinstalled as Grand Master of
the United Province, Bro. Lord Skelmersdale was ap-
pointed his Deputy, and the other Offices were regularly
tilled.

No county could have more iustly claimed the Lionour
of having this event occur in it than Lancashire, in which
there are Seventy-six Craft Lodges, giving a result of
some thousands of Freemasons. Brother Poital, as Mark
Grand Master, gave eloquent testimony to the rapid pro-
gress and ecduring influence of this Degree, and Bro.
Parkinson, in an eloquent discourse on the Degree, traced
in the person of the Emlof Carzarvon, Lord Holmersdale,
the Earl of Limerick, Lord Leigh, and W. B. Beach,
M.P., the indissoluble connection between the re-organized
leaders of the Mark Degree and Craft-Masonry.

« One of the traditions among Masons relates that the
Degree of Mark Master Mason was instituted seven days
after the foundation stone of King Solomon’s Temple
was laid, when the three Grard Masters assembled, the
Masters of all the Lodges of Fellow Crafts, and conferred
on them this Degree. At the same time the Grand
Masters established these admirable regulations for the
inspection of the materials as they came from the quar-
ries, which so readily enabled the Overseers to detect
imperfect work. According to this tradition this Degree
at its institution was conferred not only as an honorary
reward for previous industry, skill, and fidelity, but also
as an encouragement to persevere in well doing; it was
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also still further designed as a practical means for pre-
serving due discipline and oversight at the erection of the
Temple.”

Section First explains the preparatory cirenmstances
attending the advancement of the candidate, the stations
and dnties of the varions officers, and the ceremonies of
convocating and opening a Mark Master Lodge, and
displays one of the principal events which characterizes
this Degree.

Section Two illustrates the foundation and histor+ of
the Degree, and impresses npon the mind of the candidate,
in o striking manner, the importance of a strict observance
of his obligation to be ever ready to stretch forth his
hand for the relief of indigent and worthy brethren. A
variety of interesting circumstances connected with the
building of King Solomon’s Temple are detailed, and the
marks of distinction which were in use among our ancient
brethren are explained.

We are indebted to Bro. Jas. L. Gould, M.A., 830, for
the following remarks on this degree. ¢ The Mark is the
appropriate Jewel of a Mark Master Mason. The origin
of the Mark is unknown. The traditions of the Order are
to the effect that there were three classes of Fellow Crafts
employed at the building of King Solomon’s Temple.
One class wrought in the clayey grounds between Succoth
and Zeradatha, the second in the forests of Lebanon,
while the third or principal class was employed in the
quarries of Zarthan. Those who wrought in the quarries
were eighty thousand in number, divided into Lodges of
eighty each. Over each of these Lodges presided a Mark
Master and two Mark Men as Wardens. Each of these
Craftsmen was obliged to select a device which was
recorded in o scroll kept for that purpose, and thereupon
became the ¢ Mark” of the brother, and conld not be
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altered or changed. A copy of this Mark the Craftsman
was required to put on all his work, and thus every
persons’ work could be readily distinguished, and praise
or censure be correctly bestowed without mistakes. By
this wise precaution such a vast body of men were easily
and correctly paid, and by its means the workmen were
enabled to put together with such facility and precision
the materials when conveyed from the quarries to Mount
Moriah. The Marks used by our ancient brethren are
said to have been invented by Hiram Abiff, and consisted
of combinations of the square, the level, the plump, and
the cross. The touth of these traditions is verified by the
fact that such marks were in use by the operative Masons
of the Middle Ages. Steinbenner, in describing the guilds
of Stonemasons of Germany, says, that if the candidate’s
qualifications were deemed satisfactory *‘lLe was at once
taught the salute, or ¢Gruss,” and the token or ‘Hand-
schenk,” by which he could make himself known as a
travelling Fellow Craft. He also received a distinctive
mark, which he was thenceforth obliged to place on all his
work.” Similar marks are to be found among all ancient
ruins, and great numbers of them have been collected and
described by M. Didron, and also by G. Goodwin, Esq., a
member of the Society of Antiquaries. Within a few
years similar marks have been discovered in Mexico and
Central America.”

The primary use of the Mark was, uadoubtedly, that
above mentioned, but they also very naturally came to be
an equivalent in all transactions for the owner’s name,
and hence their use in the payment of wages. Hence, too,
the ¢ Mark” became the Jewel of the Mark Master Mason,
and was invested with the same properties as were at-
tached to the Roman ¢ Tessera Hospitalis,” or Hospitable
token. When two persons in ancient times desired some
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emblem of their friendship, they selected a piece of bone,
metal, or stone, and engraved upon it their names, their
initials, or some device, this they divided into two pieces,
each taking one. This was called a ‘¢ Tessera Hospitalis,”
and became the pledge of a friendship and attachment
whicli nothing was permitted to destroy.

The ‘ Mark' may be made of any durable material,
and is generally in the form of a ¢‘Key-stone,” on one side
is engraved the owner's name, chapter, and date of his
advancement. On the other side must be engraved in a
circular form the following eight letters—H. T. W. S. 8.
T. K. S. Within this circle of letters is engraved the
device selected by the brother, and when once chosen the
whole should be- drawn or recorded in a book kept for that
purpose, and it is then said to be recorded in the ¢ Lodge
Book of Marks.”

The nse of this Jewel is thus beautifully described by
Dr. A. G. Mackey. ¢This Mark is not a mere orna-
mental appendage of the Degree, but is a sacred token of
the rites of friendship and brotherly love, and its presen-
tation at any time by the owner to another Mark Master
wonld claim from the latter certain acts of friendship
which are of solemn obligation among the Fraternity. A
Mark thus presented for the purpose of obtaining a favour
is said to be pledged, though remaining in the possession
of the owner. Nor can it be again used by him until,
either by the return of the favour, or the consent of the
benefactor, it has been redeemed; for it is a positive law
of the Order that no Mark Master shall pledge his Mark
a second time until he has redeemed it from its previous
pledge.”

The symbolic colour of the Mark Degree is purple.
The Apron is of white lambskin, edged with purple, and
the collar of purple, edged with gold.
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A Candidate receiving this Degree is said to be ¢ad-
vanced to the honorary Degree of a Mark Master.”
Lodges of Mark Master Masons are dedicated to
H. A. B.
The Principal Officers of a Lodge of Mark Master
Masons are—
Worshipful Master;
Senior Warden;
Junior Warden;
Master Overseer;
Senior Overseer;

. Junior Overseer;
bes1des these there are Senior and Junior Deacons, Inner

and Outer Guard, the latter called Tyler, Treasurer, and
Secretary.

O

—i—

THE ANTHEM.
Air.—God save the Queen.

Mark Masters all appear
Before the Chief Overseer,

In concert move;
Let him your work inspect;
For the Chief Architect,
If there be no defect,

He will approve.

You who have passed the square,
For your rewards prepare,

Join your heart and hand;
Each with his mark in view,
March with the just and true;
‘Wages to you are due,

At your command.
B
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Hiram, the widow’s son,
Sent unto Solomon—

Our great Key-stone;
On it appears the name
‘Which raises the high fame
Of all to whom the same

Is truly known.

Now to the Westward move,
‘Where, full of strength and love,
Hiram doth stand;
But if imposters are
Mix'd with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware
Of the right hand,



THE CEREMONIES

OF THE

Jegree  of  Elwh  Tlaster.

<

OPENING THE LODGE.

W. M.—Bro. J. W.! what is the first care of every:
Mark Master Mason?

J. W.—To see that the Lodge is- properly Tyled.

W. M.—Direct that duty to be done.

J. W.—Bro. 1. G. see that the Lodge is properly Tyled..
- I. G.—(Enocks 1, 1, 11) Bro. J. W., the Lodge is pro--

perly Tyled.
J. W.—(Knocks 1, 1, k1) W. M., the Lodge is properly-
Tyled.

W. M.—Bro. S. W.! what is the next care?

S. W.—To see that the Brethren appear to order as:
Mark Master Masons. )
W. M.—To order, Brethren, as Mark Master Masons..
—Bro. §. W., how many principal officers are there in:

the Lodge ?
J. W.—Six, viz., the Worshipful Master, Senior
‘Warden, Junior Warden and Master Senior, and Junior

Overseers.
2
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W. M.—Bro. J. O. where is your station in the Lodge?

J. O.—At the South Gate.

W. M.—Your duty?

J. 0.—To guard that gate, examine all materials for
building the Holy Temple, and if approved to pass them
to the S. O. for further inspection.

W. M.—Bro. S. O. your situation ?

S. 0.—At the West Gate.

W. M.—Your duty?
S. 0.—To guard that Gate, examine all materials for

that Holy Temple that may be forwarded to me by the
Jun. Or.,, and if approved, to pass them to the Master
Overseer for his inspection.

W. M.—Bro. Mr. Or.! where is your station in the
Lodge?

Mr. Or.—At the East Gate.

W. M.—Your duty?

M. 0.—To guard that Gate, examine all materials sent
to me for the Holy Temple, and in any case of difficulty
or doubt to call a Council of Assist., Bro. Overseers.

W. M.—Bro J. W., your situation in the Lodge?

J. W.—In the South.

'W. M.—Why are you placed there?

J. W.—To observe the Sun at its meridian, to eall the
Brethren from labour to refreshment, and from refresh-
ment to labour, and to be aware of, and punish imposters.

W. M.—Bro. S. W., your situation in the Lodge?

S. W.—In the West.

'W. M.—Why are you placed there?

S. W.—To Mark the setting Sun, to close the Lodge by
.command of the W. M., and to pay the Mark Masters
their wages, if any be due.

W. M.—Where is the Masters’ place?

Past Master,—In the East.

¢ e
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W. M.—Why is he placed there?

P. M.—As the Sun rises in the East to open and
enliven the day, so is the W. M. placed in the East to
open the Lodge, and fo instruct the Brethren in Mark
Masonry.

W. M-—The Lodge being duly formed; before I declare
it open let us invoke the blessing of the Grand Overseer of
the Universe, and may our labours thus begun in peace
be conducted in order, and closed in harmony. In the
name of the Grd. Overseer of the Universe, I declare the
Lodge open for the instruction and improvement of Mark
Masters (Knocks 1, 1, 11).

S. W.—Knocks 1, 1, 11.

J. W.—Knocks 1, 1, 11.

I. G.—Knocks 1, 1, 11, on door to O. G.

0. G.—EKnocks 1, 1, 11, on outside door.

CEREMONY OF ADVANCEMENT.

Tyler.—Knocks on outside of door 11, 1.

I. G.—Bro. Jun. Warden! there is a report.

J. W.—(Knocks 1, 1, 11) W. Master, there is a report.

W. M.—You will enquire who seeks admission.

I. G.—(Opens door and enquires of the Tyler outside)
‘Whom have you there?

Tyler.—Bro. A. B., who has served his time as a Fellow
Craft, is now desn'ous of becoming a Mark Master, to
qualify him to preside over a Lodge of Operative Masons.-

I. G.—How does he hope o obtain that privilege ?

Tyler.—By the help of the Grd. Overseer of the Uni-
* verse, and the benefit of a Pass Guip and Word.
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I. G.—Is he in possession of them ?

Tyler.—He is not; but I will give them forhim:

(Colloquy repeated between I. G. and W. 1M.)

W. M.—Let him be admitted in due form.

(Candidate is introduced between the two Deacons. one
of whom applies C—1 to l—t b—t, striking it with M—t,
saying—*‘ Take heed on what you enter.”)

W. M.—Let the Candidate kneel while the Blessing of
Heaven is invoked on our proceedings.

Chaplain.—e supplicate the continuance of Thire aid,
Oh Merciful Lord, on behalf of ourselves and him who
now seeks advancement in our Order, we humblr pray
Thee that Brotherly love, relief, and truth may always
prevail amongst the members of this Lodge, and that this
bond of union may continue to strengthen the Lodges
throughout the World.

P. M.—So mote it be!

W. M.—Let the Candidate rise! Sinec the building
of King Solomon’s Temple, and the institution of the
Degree of Mark Master, as now practised, a regulation has
been made amongst the craft that no one should be
advanced to the rank which you now desire unless he
has been previously raised to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason, have you attained that high honor.

Cand.—I have.

'W. M.—Give me the proof?

(Cand. gives me the signs, &c., of the third Degree.)

W. M.—In former times it was the Custom in all
Fellow eraft Lodges for each F. C. to choose a Mark by
which his work might be known to his Overseer, this Mark
must consist of three, five, seven, nine, or eleven lines,
or salient points joined together by lines, the figure
gelected being one not previously borne by a Bro. of the
same Lodge, and the Triangle always excepted, that being
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the Mark Masters Mark of approval, they were at the
same time taught how to present their Mark at the
Wardens’ wicket to receive their wages as Mark Masters
or Mark Men, the Sen. Deacon will now lead you to the
Registrars Table to choose & mark by which your future
work may be recognised.

S. D.—(to Candidate) It is my duty to inform you
that a copy of whatever mark may be choosen by you
will be inserted in the Register of this Lodge, and will
be returned for Registration in the Books of Grd. Lodge,
and cannot hereafter be changed, you will be permitted to
wear it on the Jewel which this entitles you to wear.

(Candidate select his Mark, after which the S. D.
conducts him to the W. M., and says)

S. D.—IV. M.! the Mark which our Bro. has selected -
is aptly chosen and clearly defined.

(The W. M. places Triangle around the Mark and says)

W.M.—Bro. A. B.! Iadmire the ability displayed in the
selection of your Mark, such ingenuity deserves encourage-
ment. Put forth your hand therefore with the fingers in
this position - , now place the mark in , and
cover it with ball of thumb thus, and so present it at the
S. W.'s Wicket, and receive the wages due to patient
industry and merit.

(S. D. conducts him to the S. W.'s wicket and gives
Knocks of Fellow Craft.)

S. W.—Whom have you there?

S. D.—Bro. A. B., a trusty Fellow Craft, who has worked
well and worthily six days or less at King Solomon's
Temple, now comes by command of the W. M. to receive
the wages due to patient industry and merit.

S. W.—How shall I know him to be entitled to receive
them?

S. D.—By the Sign I now offer! (gives it.)




56 THE MARK MASTER'S DEGREE.

S. W.—I acknowledge the correctness of the S. and
have pleasure in presenting to him tribute awarded! Use
:ié and not abuse it, and ga on your way rejoicing! Pass

ro, ——

S. W.—Takes Candidates right hand and says.

S. W.—W. M! I present to you Bro. ——, who has
served his time as a F. C,, a Candidate properly prepared
to be advanced to the Degree of Mark Master, of which he
is desirous, that he may be enabled to preside over a Degree
of Operative Masons.

W. M.—Bro. S. W.! your presentation shall be attended
to, for which purpose you will direct the S. D. to instruct
the Candidate to advanced to the P— in due form.

S. W.—Bro. S. D. it is the W. M.’s command that you
instruct the Candidate to advance to the East by proper
steps.

S. D.—The method of advancing from W. to E. in this
Degree is by, &c.

W. M.—As in every Degree the Secrets of Freemasonry
are to be kept separate and distinct, an O. B. similar in
many respects to those in the former Degrees will be re-
quired of them, are you prepared to take it?

Cand.—I am.

'W. M.—Then you will place both repeat
your names and say after me I in the
presence of the Grand Ovr. of the U., and this worthy
worshipful and regularly constituted Lodge of Mark Mrs.
do hereby and hereon sincerely and solemnly 8. that I
will never divulge any or either, &c., to anyone in the
world unless it be to a true and regularly advanced Bro. or
Bros. whom I have sufficient reason to believe has come
by them in as legal a manner as I am about to do, or in
the body of a regularly constituted and warranted Lodge of
Mark Mrs., consisting of three or more. That I will
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acknowledge the Supremacy of the Grd. Lodge of Mark
Mys. of England and Wales and the Dependancies of the
British Crown, and in every respect conform to the regu-
lations thereof; that I will obey the laws and regulations
of the — Lodge of Mark Mis., No. —, which I will always
acknowledge to be my Mother Lodge of Mark Mrs. That
I will receive a Bros. Mark when presented to me, and
grant his request if just and in my power, the same not
being detrimental to myself or connections, but I shall
not feel myself bound to relieve him until he has redeemed
his Mark from his former O. B! to all these points I
solemnly engage myself to observe under no less penalty
on the violation of either of them than that of —————!
50 help me the Gr. O. of the U., and keep me steadfast in

this my solemn O. B. of a Mark Mr. ,

W. M.—As a pledge, &c., four times, &ec., arise!
newly obligated Mark Master: You will now proceed to
the Quarries to prepare a specimen of your work.

(The Can. retires. The Overs. take their seats at their
respective P— in centre of Lodge, in advance, respectfully,
of the W. M., Sr. and Jr. Wardens, each with Mallet and
Square. A report is made, the reply to enquiry is given,
and workmen from the Quarries, &c., are announced, the
S. D. with Square Ashlar; J. D. with oblong Ashlar; and
Cand., with K. Sts., enter, and in that order present
themselves at the left of J. Or., giving knocks 1, 1, 11.)

J. 0.—Whom have you there?

S. D.—Workmen from the Quarries, with Materials for
the Holy Temple at Jerusalem, which they are anxious to
submit for your inspection.

J. 0.—I will examine them with pleasure!

(Receives Sqr. Ashlar. 8. D. applies the Square, gives
knocks 1, 1, 11 upon it, and says)

d. 0.—This is fair work and square work, and such as
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is required for the building, and such as I was ordered to
receive.

S. D.—VWill you give me the Pass Wd.

J. O.—I will, that you may pass the W. Gate.

(Same colloquy with J. D. with rectangular sione, Can-
didate then presents in the same manner the K. St., which
is tested and examined as before.)

J. 0.—This is a curiously wrought stone, neither square
nor oblong; I cannot receive it.

Can.—Will you give me the Pass Wd?

J. O.—I cannot; your work not being in accordance
with my plan.

After leaving the J. Or. the Deacons in turn present
themselves in like manner to the Senior Overseer, who
examines the material submitted to him, maling similar
remarks. Cand. then presents himself with Key-stone,
and after testing it the Senior overseer says—

S. Or.—This is a curiously wrought stone, neither
square nor oblong, nor such in any respect as my in-
structions will enable me to pass! Give me the Pass
Word you received from the Jun. Or. at the South Gate?

Cand.—He declined to give it me, informing me that
my work was not in accordance with his plan.

Sen. Or.—Neither I can give you the Pass Word of the
West Gates. You can, however, if you like submit your
work to the Master Overseer as though it is not in accor-
dance with my plan, yet from the masterly skill displayed
in its execution I am unwilling to reject it on my own
responsibility, or you can return to the Quarries and there
prepare other and better evidence of your ability.

(The Deacons in turn present themselves to the Master
Overseer who, after examining the materials, addresses
them in similar terms, the Ashlars being received and
deposited in a place of safety the Cand. then presents him-
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self with Key-stone, and Mr. Overseer after testing it
says)

M. O.—This is a curiously wrought stone, and does not
in any shape conform to my plans, or to the instructions
I have received for the inspection of materials. Give me
the Pass Word! :

Cand.—I cannot! the Overseers at the South and West
Gate declined to give it me.

Mr. Or.—And yet you have presumed to make your
way to the East Gate, and to present yourself before me,
stand aside while I call a council of my Bro. Overseers.

(Note !—The portion of the ceremony in which the
Overseers are introduced may be worked by the J. D.
first presenting himself with the rectangular Ashlar to
each Overseer in succession, followed by the Sen. Deacon
with the Square Ashlar in like manner, and then the
Cand. with the Key-stone, thus making three separate
examinations instead of two as above given.)

(Mast. Overseer sounds his Gavel.)

M. O.—Bros. Overseers! when we were selected by the
W. M. to aid in the work confided to his care, charge of
the three gates was entrusted to us, with ample instrue-
tions as to our several duties, notwithstanding these in-
structions you have allowed this stone to pass your re-
spective gates, though it in no way answers to our plans
and descriptions, I am bound, therefore, not only to reject
it, but to demand an explanation of this neglect of your
duties, and your reasons for permitting this stone to pass
your inspection.

J. 0.—I confess that I did allow the stone to be re-
ceived at the South Gate, but before permitting the
Candidate to enter I informed him that the work was not
of the description I had orders to pass, although from the
skill displayed in its execution, and from its beauty and
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workmanship, I felt unwilling to reject it on my own
responsibility, and allowed it to pass the South Gates, but
did not give him the Pass Word.

S. O.—Prompted by the same feelings which actuated
my Bro. J. Overseer, I made similar observations to the
Craftsman, and not willing to undertake the responsibility
of rejecting the stone I left him free to return or pass on to
the East Gate, if willing to incur the risk, but refused to
give him the Pass Word; to which his work did not
entitle him.

M. O.—Bro. Overseers, I accept your explanations as
some excuse for what I previously regarded as a breach of
Masonic duty, but the orders of our Grd. Master being
peremptory to receive only such stones for the building
of the Holy Temple as are either square or oblong, and
marked and numbered by a regular Mark Master Mason.
‘We have no option but to condemn and reject this stone
as unavailable for the work, you will therefore order it to
be ‘ heaved over” among the rubbish! (Which is done by
the Deacons in the proper manner. The Pedestals are
removed and the Overseers resume their original seats.
Brethren move about the Lodge.)
© W. M.—Bro. Sen..Warden what is the cause of this
confusion ?

S. W.—It is the sixth hour of the sixth day of the
week, and I presume that the Craftsmen are impatient o
receive their wages.

W. M.—Bro. Deacons! you have my command to
assemble the Craftsmen in procession to the office of the
S. W. to receive their wages, and do you Bro. J. W. pro-
ceed to discharge your special duty.

(The Brethren march round the Lodge chanting the
M. M.'s Hymn, ‘‘Mark Masons all appear,” &c., each puts
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his hand into the S. W.’s wicket, the Cand. last whose
hand is seized by the 8. W., who exclaims)

S. W.—An imposter! An imposter! (J. W. standing
at the left of S. W., with his arm uplifted, says—)

J. W.—Off with his hand.

S. D.—Spare him! spare him! he is not an imposter,
I vouch for him as a Craftsman, having worked with him
in the Quarries.

S. W.—I denounce him as an imposter, having at-
tempted to receive the wages of a Mark Master without
giving the Token! The usual penalty must be inflicted.

S. D.—If you will confide the Craftsman to my care, I
will take him before the W. DL., when, if he decides that
the penalty must be inflicted, I pledge myself to see it
duly executed.

S. W.—On these conditions I release him.

(S. D. leads him to the W. M., and says)

S. D.—W. Master, this Craftsman has been suspected
as an imposter, and is charged with having attempted to
obtain the wages of a Mark Master without giving the
Token..

W. M.—(To Cand.) Are you a Fellow Craftsman ?

Cand.—I am.

W. M.—I demand the proofs.

Cand.—(Gives Sign of F. C., the W. M. sternly regard-
ing the Cand. says)

W. M.—Whilst acknowledging you as a F. C., I cannot
too strongly express my feelings that you should have
attempted to obtain the wages of a Mark Master without
being justly entitled to them, and such conduct merits
severe punishment, no less than having ———! and
being debarred from all further privileges in Freemasonry.
But as your fault appears to have been the result of inex-
perience, and not of any wilful intention to defraud, I
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now order you to return to the quarries, where I hope you
will be able to produce some work which, when submitted
for inspection, may be received and approved, and entitle
You to share in the labours of this Honble. Degree.

(The Cand. takes a seat near the Overseers.)

S. W.—1. Master! the wcrk is at a stand still!

W. M.—On what account ?

S. W.—The want of a Key-stone!

W. M.—I perfectly remember issuing the designs for
suclr a stone! (here is a copy) Bro. J. Overseer, have
you seen such a stone?

(The W. M. shews a copy.)

J. O.—S8uch a stone was brought to me for inspection,
but not being in accordance with my plan I passed it to
the Sen. Overseer.

W. M.—Bro. Sen. Overseer, what did you do with it?

S. O.—Not being in accordance with my plan, or with
the instructions I had received, but possessing a consider-
able amount of beauty of workmanship I passed it to the
Master Overseer for rejection or approval.

W. M.—Bro. Master Overseer do you recollect such a
stone being submitted to you?

M. O.—I do, W. Master, and seeing that it was neither
square nor oblong, or in any way answering to my plans,
or such as I was entrusted to receive, I ordered it to be
heaved over amongst the rubbish, which was accordingly
done. :

W. M.—Let diligent search be made for it! it is the
most important stone in the building! richly rewarded
shall he be who succeeds in discovering it!

(The Brethren search for the stone, which is found by
the Candidate.)

M. O.—The stone is found.

W. M.—By whom?



S

TEE .MARK 3ASTER'S DEGREE. 3

M. O.—The skilful Fellow Craftsman who prepared it.
W. M.—Let me see it! I congratulate you on your
good fortune in being the bearer of this Key-stone. as it
entitles you to receive as your recompense the Secrets cf
the Mark Master's Degree, with which I shall now proceed
to entrust you. You will therefore advance to me as a
Master Mason, now take arother with your as
before, that is the fourth regular step in Freemusonry, and
it is in that position that the Secrets of this Degree are
communicated, they consist of a Pass Word given on your
entrance to the Lodge, a Pass Grip, by which you were
elevated by the W. M. after your O. B., and a Sign, Token,
and a Word peculiar to this degree, but before further
explanation it is my duty to claim your attention while
the Rev. Chaplain reads a portion of the Holy Word.
Chaplain.—(Reads 2 Chron., chap. ii., verses 11 to 16.)
W. M.—The Pass Grip is given by in form of a
——, which is called the S— G— in Masonry, or a L—
of L—, in allusion to the mechanical arrangement of
certain pieces of metal into a stone to enable operative
masons to raise great weights to certain heights without
encumbrance, whilst placing them on their proper basis.
The Pass Word is ——, and is said to have taken its rise
either in consequence of the Degree having been esta-
blished there by H. A. before he went to Jerusalem, or
from the Timbers of the Temple, prepared in the Forests
of Lebanon, being carried there in floats by Sea, as
Masonic tradition informs us that the shore at that place
was so steep it was impossible to ascent from the rafts
without assistance from above, which was rendered by
persons stationed there for the purpose, and by the S—
G—, which is called & L— of L—. The Signs peculiar
fo this Degree are in number, viz.
(Chants Revelations, chap. iii., ver. 18.)
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W. M.—Of these the first, as in the Fellow Crafts
Degree, is of a three-fold character—the first is called the
——, and is given thus ; the second is called the
——, and is given thus ; the third is called the )
and is given thus ——, and refers to ——. This took its
rigse when the skilful F. C. witnessed the unworthy treat-
ment and rejection of his work, the Key-stone being
ordered to be heaved over amongst the rubbish, at which
he exclaimed—Alas! alas! my l— is I—! The fourth
sign of is given by , the —— and , this is
the ancient mode of rendering thanks to the Grd. Overseer
of the Universe for favours received, but its use in this
Degree is referable to a circumstance which will be fully
explained in the Lecture. The Grip or Token is given by
in opposition, and alludes to the perfect adaptation
of each portion of the work joint to joint, and also to the
Mark of a Mark Master, the Triangle.

(Chants Ezekl., chap. xliv., ver. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5.)

'W. M.—The ancient word is ——, signifying , but
in most Lodges where the English language is spoken
—— are substituted! Pass '

(8. D. conducts the Candidate to the J. W. and says)

S. D.—Bro. J. W., I present to you Bro. A. B. on his
Advancement to the Honble. Degree of Mark Master.

J. W.—I will thank Bro. A. B. to advance to me as a
Mark Master Mason, shewing the Sign and communica-
ting the Word.

(Candidate does so, J. W. rises and says)

J. W.—What is this?

Candidate, prompted by 8. D.—The Pass Grip, leading
to and by which I was elevated to the Honble. Degree of
Mark Master.

J. W.—What is it called ?

Cand,—The §— G— in Masonry, ot & Le= of L=,
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J. W.—To what does it allude?

Cand.—The mechanical arrangement of certain pieces
of metal into a stone to enable operative Masons to raise
great weights to certain heights with little encumbrance,
whilst fixing on their proper basis.

J. W.—What does it demand ?

Cand.—A Word.

J. W.—Give me that Word.

Cand.—(Gives it.)

J. W.—To what does it allude?

Cand.—To the precip— nat— of the S— at that place
where persons were constantly stationed to assist.

J. W.—Pass
(S. D. conducts him to the Sen. Warden, and presents

him as before.)

S. W.—I will thank Bro. A. B. to advance to me as a
Mark Master.

(At the fourth step S. W. says)

S. W.—What is that?

Cand., prompted by S. D., says—The Fourth regular
step in Freemasonry.

S. W.—Do you bring anything with you?

(8. D. instructs him to present his Mark at the Wicket.)

S. W.—What is that? |

Cand.—The S— M—, or 8— of 83—, by which I, as
the Mark Masters of former times, hope to be found
worthy to receive the wages of a Mark Master.

S. W.—Do you bring anything else?

Cand.—I do (Cand. gives him first part of Sign).

S. W.—What is that?

(Cand. describes it.)

S. W.—Anything else?

(Cand. gives second part.)

S. W.—What is that?
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(Candidate desecribes it.)

S. W.—Anything else?

(Cand. gives third part.)

S. W.—What is that?

(Cand. describes it.)

S. W.—To what does it allude?

S. D.—The penalty of my O. B., signifying, &e.

S. W.—Have you anything further?

(Cand. gives h— or —.)

S. W.—What is that?

(Cand. describes it.)

S. W.—To what does it allude?

Cand.—To the manner in which unapproved work was
rejected in former times.

S. W.—Do you bring anything else?

Cand.—I do.

(Cand. gives Sign of Th—.)

S. W.—To what does that allude?

Cand.—The ancient mode of rendering tha.nks to the
Grand Overseer of the Universe for favours received.

S. W.—Have you anything to communicate ?

Cand.—I have.

(Cand. gives the Grip.)

S. W.—What is this?

Cand.—The Grip or Token of a Mark Master.

S. W.—To what does it allude?

Cand.—To the perfect adaptation of each portion of the
Building joint to joint, also to the Mark of a Mark Master,
the Triangle.

S. W.—What does it denote?

Cand.—A Word.

S. W.—Give me that Word freely and at length.

Cand.—(Gives it.)

S. W.—Pass
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(S. D. places Cand. at left of S. W.)

Chaplain.—Chants, *“ To him that overcometh,” &e.

S. W.—W. Master, I present to you Bro. A. B., on his
Advancement to the Honble. Degree of Mark Master, for
some Mark of your favour.

W. M.—Bro. S. W., I delegate you to invest him with
the Badge and distinguishing Jewel of a Mark Master.

S. W.—Bro. A. B.,, by command of the Worshipful
Master, I invest you with the Badge and distinguishing
Jewel of a Mark Master, to Mark the further progress you
have made in the Sciences.

W. M.—I must add to the observation of my Bro. S.
Warden that the Jewel with which you have just been
invested is a model of the stone which the builder re-
jected, the Key-stone (a section of K.-S.’s Temple), and
not only points out your rank as a Mark Master, but is
meant to remind you that as you , your words and
actions will be observed and recorded by the Grd. Over-
seer of the Universe, to whom you must give an account
of your conduct through life, and who will reward or
punish as we have.obeyed or disregarded His divine com-
mands. :

I now present you with the working tools of a Mark
Master, which are the Maul and Chisel, on which also
you were admitted to this' Degree, their uses in the Elder
Apprentice and Fellow Craft Degrees you are familiar
with. In this Degree they are employed to —— the
‘Mark Master’s approval on the Work as being fitted for
its. place in the ‘intended structure, but -as we are not
operative but speculative Masons we are by these Tools
reminded of the mioral advantages of discipline and educa-
tion, and led to entertain a firm but humble hope that:by
the correction of irregularities, and subjugation of our

passions, we may be hereafter found worthy of the Grd.
F2 '
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Overseer of the Universe as fitted to form part of that
Spiritual edifice, that house not made with hands, eternal
in the Heavens, As in the course of the eveaing you will
be called upon for certain fees for your Advancement, it is
but fair you should know by what authority we act. This
is our Charter or Warrant of Constitution (opens and
shows it), &c., as in the other Degrees.

In conclusion allow me to congratulate yow upon being
Advanced to this honorable Degree in Freemasonry; be
assured that while in the discharge of your respective
stations you continue to act in conformity with the sub-
lime precepts of the Craft, do justice, love, show mercy,
practise charity, maintain harmony, and endeavour to live
in Brotherly Love; should other friends forsake you, should
envy traduce your good name, malice persecute you,
among Mark Masters you will ever find friends who will
administer relief to your distress and comfort in your
affliction, while as a consolation under all the favours of
fortune, and as an encouragement to hope for better
prospects you will bear in mind that ¢The stone which
the builders rejected,” possessing merits {o them unknown,
became the Chief Stone in the Corner!

—i0—

LECTURE.

At the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and before
the institution of the Degrees of M. M. and P. M., there
were 80,000 operatives employed, part of whom were in the
Quarries at Zarodather, and part builders of the Temple,
besides these there was a levy of 70,000 in the Forests of
Lebanion. In order that each of these 150,000 workmen.
. might be known fo his superior officer, every portion of
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work was subjected to the nicest scratiny, and each
Fellow Craft received with punctuality the reward of his
industry and skill; this immense number was divided into
1100 Lodges of Fellow Crafts and Elder Apprentices, the
latter under the superintendence of the former, who
taught them the work, and over the whole presided 3300
Menatschims, Overseers or Mark Masters, three over each
Lodge. Each F. C. had a peculiar mark by which his
work was known to his immediate Overseers, and on the
other hand while the Overseers had but one mark in com-
mon with which they stamped the approval of a F. C.’s
work, they had others by which they noted the Juxta-
position of any two stones, thus without any difficulty was
each individual's work known and recognized, and its
proper place indicated ; the Master’s Mark, the Triangle,
refers to G. G. G. and Grd. Overseer of the Universe, to
whom we must all submit, and ought most humbly to
adore ; these 83800 Overseers were again subdivided into
100 Lodges with 33 in each, over whom presided 300
‘Overseers also Mark Masters, these are now usually called
W. M., S. W, and J. W.; they were.appointed by H.
Abiff himself, and on them devolved the responsibility of
paying the others their wages. 'When the F. C.’s and their
Overseers or Mark Masters went fo receive their wages
they put in their hands in a different manner and at a
different wicket, so that if a F. C. presumed to put in
his hand at a Mark Master's Wicket he was immediately
detected as an imposter, and as & punishment the J. Ws.
stood ready within armed, to chop off his hand. This
constitutes a part of the penalty of a Mark Master, and
this, as well as the other, was an ancient penalty amongst
the Sidonians.

It was the duty of the Overseers to examine each stone,
not only as to its soundness by giving three blows with a
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Maul upon it, and as to its finish by turning it over, but
also as to its being made in exact accord with the working
plans previous to its being passed to the Master Overseer,
whose duty it was to see that it was so; if found perfect in
everyway, it received the Mark Master’s Mark, and was
sent to the Temple, but if not, it was rejected. This was
effected by two or more F. Cs. taking it between them
thus , and after swaying it backwards and forwards it
was heaved over among the rubbish, a circumstance from
which one of the Signs called the Heaving Over Sign is
derived ! The other Signs, viz.,—The D1sconsolate, and
the Sign of Th—, are of early date, their use in this
Degree being ascribed to a circumstance which occurred
at the building of K. S.’s Temple. Every six working
days it was the custom of the Mark Masters to wait on
the acting Grand Master Hiram Abiff to receive the work-
ing plans, as well as the instructions for carrying on the
.work, part of one of these plans appears to have been lost,
but an ingenious and intelligent F. C., either having seen
the perfect plan or forming a good opinion of it from the
nature of the work, perceived that a stone of very peculiar
construction was wanting to complete the design, pro-
bably thinking to gain honor by displaying superior know-
ledge,"he immediately commenced blocking out such a
stone, and after spending much time and labour, ultimately
finished it by putting his Mark upon it; when the work-

ing plans were examined no place was found for this, par-
ticular stone, and the F. C., instead of honor, received
angry words and reproaches for idling away his time.
The stone was ordered to be thrown aside, which was
accordingly effected by two F. Cs., well pleased with
the humiliation of their companion’s vanity; the sorrow-
ful F. C. seeing the unworthy treatment of his work
placed his hand to his ch—, and leaning his head upon it
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in a disconsolate manner, exclaimed «Alas! alas! my I—
is I—;"” this being Third or Disconsolate Sign.

The stone long lay hidden among the rubbish. At
length, however, the time drew near when the Key-stone,
to which the portion of the working plan above alluded to
referred, was required, search was made at the Temple,
but no such stone could be found, and on further exami-
nation it was discovered that mo stone of the requisite
form and construction had been brought there. The
Overseers of that portion of the building immediately sent
to the Overseers of the Quarries, who had been entrusted
with the plans and orders for this portion of the work,
and received for answer that there was no plan for any
such stone amongst those entrusted to their care. The
work was at a standstill, and the reason was demanded
by and explained to H. Abiff, who not only recollected
drawing the plan and writing orders for that peculiar
stone, but also giving them himself to the Mark Master,
the latter was repremanded for his carelessness in loosing
any portion of his plans, and on learning the nature of
the stone, it occurred to his recollection that one of a
similar description had been cut by one of his workmen.
He at once informed H. Abiff of this, adding that not
finding it on his working plan he had refused to Mark it,
and had caused it to be rejected; H. Abiff forthwith sent
for the F. C. who. had cut the stone, and from his replies
found that this must be the very stone required. Instant
and careful search was ordered to be made for if, and it
was at length found uninjured. To evince his approba-
tion of the skill and ability displayed by the ingenious F.
C., Hiram Abiff ordered that he should be forthwith
Advanced to the Honble. Degree of Mark Master, and
directed him to cut the Mark Master's Mark of approval
on the stone round his own, and outside of it eight letters,
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with respect to which there is some ambiguity, from the
fact of the tradition not having been retained in the
original language, but they are usually considered to re-

present
H T W.8 8. T K. 8.

The stone was conveyed to the Temple with much
pomp and parade, and whilst it was being fixed in its
place the newly made Mark Master, in an ecstacy of joy,
clasped his hands together, and .looking upwards ex-
claimed—

Th— be to G— I h— m— r—!

—0i—

CLOSING.

W. M.—Brethren! assist me to close this Mark Masters
Masons’ Lodge. Bro. J. W., what is the constant care of
every Mark Master Mason? .

J. W.—To see that the Lodge i is properly Tyled.

W. M.—Direct that duty to be done.

J. W.—Bro. I. G., see that the Lodge is properly
Tyled.

(I. G. reports to J. W., and S. W. to W. M.)

W. M.—Bro. 8. W., what is our next care?

S. W.—To see that every Bro. appears to order as a
M. M. Mason.

-W. M.—To order Brethren! Bro. S. W., are the dues
all rendered and the wages paid ?

- 8. W.—W. M., the dues are all rendered, and the wages
are ready for dlstnbutmn

(. W. M.—Bro. J. W., you will assist the S. W. in the
distribution of the wages.

(J. 'W. takes his place at the left of S. W.'s Wicket,
with the in his hand. The Brethren form in pro-
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cession in the North, then pass before the Wicket, putting
their hand in the Triangle.)

S. W.—W. M., the wages have all been distributed.

W. M.—Bro. S. W., have the working plans been
deposited in a place of safety ?

S. W.—They have W. M.

W. M.—Bro. 8. W., where is your constant place in
Lodge ?

S. W.—In the West.

W. M.—Why are you placed there?

S. W.—As the Sun sets in the West to close the day,
so is the S. W. placed in the West to close the Lodge by
command of the W. M., after having seen the wages dis-
tributed, and the working plans deposited in a place of
safety. _

'W. M.—Before closing the Liodge let us with reverence
and humility express our gratitude to the Grand Overseer
of the Universe for favours, &c. (same as in other De-
gree).

Knocks 1, 1, 11.

S. W.—In the name of the Grd. Overseer of the Uni-

verse, and by command of the W. M., I close this Mark
Masons Lodge.

Knocks 1, 1, 11.

J. W.—And it is closed, &c. (as in other Degrees).

Knocks 1, 1, 11. ‘ .

I. G.—(Knocks 1, 1, 11.)

Tyler.—(Enocks 1, 1, 11.)
. P. Master.—Brethren, nothing now remains but,
according to the ancient custom, to lock up our Secrets in
the safe repository of our hearts, uniting in the act of
fidelity—fidelity—fidelity (Touching his left breast with
his right hand at each of these words).

THE END OF THE MARK MASTER'S DEGREE.
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

Bro. How says, ‘ that, originally, the great feature of the
present Royal Arch Degree was a concluding section and
completion of the Master Masons’. The loss and recovery
were so arranged as fo follow each other in the same
ceremonial. This was undoubtedly the case at the time
of the revival, A.D. 1717, _

« The Royal Arch Chapter as a separate body, but
under the authority of the Grand Lodge, was established in
London some time prior to 1780, but yet it did not receive
the slightest notice from PrEstox in his work of next year,
a fact whieh would seem to warrant -the conclusion that
even then the Royal Arch was not in very high repute.
Dr. Oliver, in his ¢ Origin of the English Royal Arch,’
gives it as his opinion that the ¢Royal Arch’ originated
in 1779. A Bro. who had received the Degree was said
to have been ¢Passed’ to the ¢ Supreme Degree of Excel-
lent B. A. Mason.’ The first Book of Constitutions of
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the Royal Arch was issued in 1786, by the ¢ Supreme
Grand Chapter.’” The regulations contained in this Book
of Constitutions were agreed to, May 10, 1772, and were, it
is said, drawn up by Bro. Tros. DuNcEERLY; 8 man of rare
talents, and a great masonic celebrity of the eighteenth
century, He is said to have been an illegitimate son of
George II. He died at Portsmouth, in November, 1795,
having been honored and esteemed by all who knew him.”

In the Original Articles of the Union we find the second
states that ‘It is declared and pronounced that pure
Antient Masonry consists of three degrees, and no more,
viz., those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow-Craft,
and the Master Mason (including the Supreme Order of
the Holy Royal Arch). But this article is not intended
to prevent any Lodge or Chapter from holding a meeting
in any of the Degrees of the Orders of Chivalry, according
to the constitutions of the said Orders.”

“ As before remarked the Royal Arch was practiced as
an appendage to the Third Degree for many years after its
intreduction. -

“At that early period any Lodge convened & Chapter,
and conferred the Royal Arch Degree, under the sanction
of its own charter. Gradual steps were taken in process
of time however, which, little by little, separated Capitular
from Lodge Masonry, until distinet warrants were declared
to be necessary to authorize the holding of Chapters and
the Order of the Royal Arch became, after the lapse of
many years, an mdependa.nt Rite.”

In fact there have been five different Rituals within the
last century.” The present one was a.rra.nged by the Rev.
Adam Brown, at.the instance of H.R.H. the Duke of
Sussex.
~ The Royal Arch is worked from the tracing boards of
Hagris. published under “the sanction of the Supreme
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Grand Chapter, and its Ritual differs from that in use at
the Union in 1817.

« According to the Constitutions it appears to be prac-
tised as a Fourth Degree, although the Articles of Union
declare it to be a part of the Third. The Supreme Grand
Chapter holds, theoretically, the position that ¢ the Royal
Arch is not essentially a Degree, but rather the perfection
of the Third."” In practice, however, the Degrees differ in
design, in clothing, in constitutions, and in colour, and
the proceedings are regulated by different governing
bodies.” Dr. Oliver confesses that this position of the
Degree is both anomalous and at variance with all
the true principles of Masonry, whie his own opinion
seems to be that it should be made a part of the Third
Degree (vide Hist. Land., Vol. L., p. 470).

« By the present Constitutions the Supreme Grand Chap-
ter does not require the possession of anything more than
the Master's Degree as a pre-requisite for the Royal Arch.
Any Master Mason of twelve months standing si eligible
for the honors of the Royal Arch. Neither the Mark,
Past, or Most Excellent Degrees are deemed pre-requisites,
though all of them are conferred to some extent.”

Webb says:—¢ This Degree is more sublime and im-
portant than any which precede it, and is the summit and
perfection of Ancient Masonry. It impresses on our
minds a belief of the being and existence of a Supreme
Deity without beginning of days or end of years, and re-
minds us of the reverence due to his Holy Name. It
also brings to light many essentials of the Craft, which
were, for the space of 470 years, buried in darkness, and
without a knowledge of which the Masonic character can-
not be complete.”

¢«“The Master Mason bheing only in possession of a sub-
stituted word, the object of this Degree is to receive the
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lost word, this was recovered in a secret vault beneath the
Temple, which lay undiscovered for nearly five centuries,
and which was brought 4o light by the Sojourners who
were digging for the foundations of the second Temple.

“A Companion must have attained the rank of Master
of & Lodge before he is eligible for the Third Principals’
Chairs, a.nd he must also have served the office of Scribe
or Sojourner. The other Chairs are only attainable at
intervals of twelve months. These rules, however, are
not enforced in the formation of & new Chapter.”

The Badge consists of a Sash and Apron, the former
being radiated with purple and crimson, the Apron being
bordered with the same, the triple Tau being delineated
on both.

The Jewel worn on the left breast, suspended by a
white ribbon (Principals have red), is a double triangle
within ‘a circle of gold, with symbols and inscriptions
engraved upon if.

‘When he has passed the first chair a Companion gets
another Jewel, which is a circle having on it a triangle,
the back centre being & glory of rays, a.nd on the whole

a celestial crown, all gold.
. The Officers of a Chapter wear Crimson Collars, to

which are suspended the Jewels of their respective offices.
The three Principals have Sceptres, emblems of the regal,
prophetical, and sacerdotal offices. The kingly robe is
red, the prophetic purple, and the priestly blue. The
other officers wear white robes.

The Companions are arranged in' the form of an Arch,
and the newly-exalted companion is figuratively admitted
through an Arch of Masonry.

The present Ritual of the Royal Arch in England

differs from that of any - other country. Secotland,
Ireland, and the United States of America, although
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not alike approach more the system formerly in use
amongst us.

The Officers of a Chapter (nine in number) consist of—

The First Principal, who represents Zerubbabel, the
Prince of the People;

The Second Principal, who represents Haggai, the
Prophet ;

The Third Principal, who represents Jeshua, the son of
Josedech, tlie High Priest ;

These three Principal Officers, or High Chiefs, form the
Ley-stoné of the Arch.

Two Scribes, who represents Ezra (the senior), whose
duty is that of Secretary; and tiie other Nehemiah (the

junior) ; one on each side.
Principal Sojourner and Two Assistants, who form the

base.
And the Janitor, or Tyler, who is the serving Compan-

ion without the door. ) .

The Companions assembled make up the side of the
Arch, and represent the right and left hand pillars of
Solomon’s Temple. In the front of the Principals stands
an Altar, on which are the initials of the names of
Solomon, King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and
Hiram Abiff.



THE

@erenvony of  Exaltation,

[The Candidate having been balloted for and apnroved,
he is prepared thus :—He is blindfolded, his kn:zes are
bared, and his feet slipsfod, with a Cable-tow round his
waist; he is then conducted by the Junior Scribe to the
door. Four knocks are given by the Janitor, outside

" the door of the Chapter.] .
N.—There is a report, Most Excellent (making penal

sign). '

Z.—See who seeks admission.

N.—Without the door of this Chapter is Bro. A. B,,
who has been regularly initiated into Masonry, passed the
second, and in due time raised to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason, and in that character, during twelve
months and upwards, has made himself proficient therein,
and has been entrusted with a test of merit by which he
seeks admission to this Royal Arch Chapter.
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Z.—Do you vouch that he is in possession thereof?

N.—I do.

Z.—Then let him be admitted with aJl due caution, on
the five Points of Fellowship.

(The Candidate is then admitted.)

Z.—Masonry being free 1n all its degrees, I demand of
you, first, whether you now present yourself freely and
voluntarily, uninfluenced by any unworthy motives, to
participate with us the mysteries of this Supreme Degree.

Can.—I do.

Z.—Do you likewise seriously declare, upon your
honour, that if admitted amongst us, yon will abide by the
ancient usages and customs of the Order ?

Can.—T will.

" Z.—Then let the Candidate kneel, while we implore a
blessing of the Most High. (The High Priest Jeshua ad-
vances, orders him to kneel, and thus prays:—

J.—O0, Almighty and Eternal Lord God, at whose com-
mand the world burst forth from chaos to perfection, the
Protector of all who put their itrust in Thee, without
whom nothing is strong, nothing holy, we, Thy unworthy
servants, humbly implore Thee to look on this Convoca-
tion assembled in Thy Most Holy Name, and grant that
he who kneels before Thee as a Candidate for the Sacred
Mysteries of this Supreme Degree, may so cons1der his
present undertaking that he proceed not lightly in it, nor
recede from it dishonourably, but pursue it stedfastly,
ever remembering the object and intent of the Institution,
obedience to Thy Sacred Laws. Grant unto us the know-
ledge of Thy truth, that Thou, being our Ruler and Guide,
we may so pass through things temporal, as finally not %o
lose the things eternal.

Z.—In whom do you rely for support?

Can.—In the true and living God Most E:h.
G2
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Z.—Let the Candidate be led round the Chapter and
placed in the West (which is done).

Z.—As you seek to be admitted to the mysteries of this
Sublime Degree, I must call on you to advance to the
East and to the Sacred Shrine, and that you will do by
seven steps, thrice hailing and bowing at the third, fifth,
and seventh, for be assured that every step brings you
nearer the ineffable name of the Deity (which is done).

Z.—You are now arrived at the Crown of a vaulted
chamber, from which you will remove two of the cope-
stones, and that you will figuratively do by pulling the
cord or life line round your body three times for each
stone.

Z.—Let the Candidate be lowered into the vault, and be
attentive while certain portions of the Scripture be read.

'E. then reads Pro. ii., ver. 1 to 9 inclusive, and third
chap., ver. 18 to the 25th inclusive.

Z.—You will now lean forward on your left hand, and
search round with the right.

'Can.—Tt is found.

Z.—What have you found?

‘Can.—Being deprived of light, I am unable to see.

Z.—Let the want of light remind you that man by
nature is the child of ignorance and error, and as such
would for ever so remain under the darkness and shadow
of death, unless it had pleased the Almighty to call him
to light and immortality, by the revelation of His most
Holy Word and Divine Will; arise, therefore, and wrench
forth the third cope-stone as before ?

Z.—Let the Candidate be again lowered as before into
the vault, and be attentive to another portion of Scriptuze.

E. then read Hag. ii., ver. 1 to 9 inclusive.

Z.—I1 now demand of you whether you are prepared
end willing {o take and enter into & solemn Oligation to













































































































































































































































THX®H RITU.AI

OF

Wlasonic  BRmights  Templar,

OPENING OF THE ENCAMPMENT.

E. C.—Sir Knights, assist me to open the Encamp-

ment.
(Sir Knights all rise. Swords drawn, and in Right

Hands.) :
E. C.—5Sir Knlcrht Second Captain, what is the first

care of a Knight Templa.r‘>
Second Captain.—To see the Encampment properly

guarded.
E. C.—Direct that duty to be done.
Second Captain.—Sir Knight Captain of the Lines, see
that the Encampment is properly guarded.
Captain of Lines raps
Equerry without raps

M2
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distinctions, and the dust of the rich and poor shall be
blended in one indiscriminate mass. The superiority of
an after state will be that of Virtue.

. Let us then endeavour, while on this side of the grave,
to copy that bright pattern of every excellenee which is set
before us in the Gospels, and as far as we are able let us
act according to the dictates of right reason, and cultivate
barmony, maintain charity, and live in unity and brotherly
love. .

Let the emblems of Life and Death, which lie before
you, also remind you of your earthly existence, and teach
you to be prepared for the closing hour of your mortal
life; and, rest assured, that a firm faith in the truths
revealed to us, will afford you consolation in the gloomy
hours of dissolution, and ensure your ineffable and eternal
happiness in the world to come.

E. C.—You are now to undergo a year of penance and
mortification; you will therefore take that skull in your
left hand, a.nd one of those small lighted tapers in your
right; and banishing all worldly thoughts, and mentally
invoking the blessing of Heaven on your undertaking,.
you will figuratively perform a year of penance by walk~
ing slowly round the Encampment, and keeping your eyes
fixed on fhose Emblems of Light and mortality:

E. C.—To order, Sir Knights.—Done.

(The Sir Knights stand to order, the Novice takes thes
Skull and lighted taper as directed, and. proceeds slowly
by himself once round the Encampment; while the Novice-
is performing the. year of penance a solemn dirge may be
played; when the Novice has returned to the West he
faces the Eminent Commander, who.addresses him as

follows :—
E. C.—You'will now repeat after me the following

imprecations.








































































































































































































































































































