
The Text-Book

of
AdvancedFreemasonry

Containingfor the self-instructionof candidates, the Complete
Rituals of the Higher Degrees,viz., RoyalArk Mariners, Mark
Master,RoyalArch,RedCrossofRomeandConstantine,andPerfect
PrinceMason,KnightsTemplarandRoseCroix;andalsoMonitorial
Instructionsin the30thto 33rdandLastDegreeofFreemasonry.

ISBN 1-56459-334-7

qwerty



PRE FACEL

—:0:—

TinsVolume, presentedto the Masonic Brethren by the

Compiler, is intendedto supply a want hithertoentirely

unsupp]iedofa Complete Handbookfor the self-instruc-

tion of those Brethren desirousof entering the Higher

Degreesof Freemasonry,and he trusts that it may be

received with the same favor that his previous less

ambitiouswork, viz., “The Text Book of Freemasonry”

(Craft), universallymetwith.

In performing this self-imposedtask it behoves the

Compiler to acknowledgethe aid he hasreceived,in the

Historical and Explanatory Remarks,from the worksof

such distinguishedand erudite Brethren as Brothers

Dr. Oliver, Findel, C. T. McClenachan.U.S., Jeremi&h

Howe, andot~iers.

J~iu~y, 1878.



“If it be askedfor whatgoodaretheSuperiorDegreescultivated?
we might answer,that asto personalbeneilts,the opportunityto do

- goodandcommunicate,to practise all the Masonic‘virtues, aswefl
asenjoy all thepleasuresof fellowship and sociality—sofar asthese
areconsideredwithin the sphereof the Masonic acquirementsof
any Brother—theoriginal working degreesof Ancient Craft ilasonry
will for him suffice. Only to onewhowishesto attaina moreexten-
sive knowledgeof, and becomefully accomplishedin, thereligious,
philosophic,and chivalric departmentsof our Order, as theywere
cultivatedin thedifferent ages of the world gone by, as well asat
the presentday, would we recommendinitiation into the higher
degrees. He only will be competentto appreciatethehonorsand
privilegesattachedto them who possessesthedispositionandability
to studythe deeperandhigherMysteriesof our Kabala,andwill not
restsatisfieduntil hehasdiscovereda satisfactorysolutionto every
Masonicproblem,andcanin everycaseexplain,de quo fabulumtzar-
ratur, who canthoroughly understandthe moral mysteries,aswell
asthoseof art andscience,which our legendsunfold, andwho hasa
laudableambition to participatein the most exalted sphere,with
congenialassociates,in that subtle communion andfraternization
which genuine‘Sublime Freemasonry’ is peculiarly calculated to
afford.”—TheFreemason.’QuarterlyMagazine.

“With theexceptionof ChristianityI knowof no otherinstitution
in which benevolencesopure,and philanthropysodisinterested,are
~taughtin obedienceto the commandof God; nor where,but in the
Gospel,the socialandmoral dutiesareenforcedby suchawful sanc-
tionsasin theLodgesoftheBrotherhood.”—Rev.Dr. DG1CIW.
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INTRODUCTORYREMARKS.

.0:—

THIs Degree has never excited very much attention
amongst Masons, but we learn from the Book of the
Statutes that “in the 18th CenturyRoyal Ark Masonry
appears to have beenmuchpractised. In the year 1772
a G~randLodgewasconstituted,and a Warrant is in the
possessionof the Supreme Grand Commanderof the
Order, togetherwith otherdocumentsrelating to this and
the ExcellentMasters’Degrees,with which degreeit has
alwaysbeenallied. This Warrantor Charter,sanctioned
by the GrandLodgesof Englandunderthe Old Constitu-
tions beforethe Union in 1813, is datedNovember,1793,
andit informsus that H.R.H. the Duke of Clarencehad
beenpleasedto accepttheGrand Commandof the Order,
and it is signedby severaldistinguishedMasonsof the
period.—TheirRoyal Highnessesthe Dukes’ of Sussex
and Kent were members of the Order.—This Grand
Lodgewas in existencedown to the year 1670,andthe

32



‘4 THE ROYAL ARK MARINERS’ DEGREE.

Warranthasbeentransmitted from one to anotherwith
the powers kept alive and with the full authority unim-
paired, when Bro. Domington, the surviving Grand
Commander,unwilling that the knowledgeof this portion
of Antient Masonry shouldperish, andnot beingin suffi-
ciently good health to attend a meeting away from his
own house at Bow, called together some Royal Ark
Mariners,and investedBro. Morton Edwardsas his Pro.-
Grand Commander,with full authority to act and con-
vene mectings of Royal Ark Mariners, reorganisinga
GrandLodge,” &c., &c. It alsogoeson to say that “the
position thedegreeof Royal Ark Mariner hasalwaysheld
in Scotland is this, that it is never given to any Bro. who
is not a Royal Arch Mason. It is workedextensivelyover
the whole continentof America, very muchin India, and
in manyof the Coloniesand Dependenciesof the British
Empire.” We also learn that it has been worked in
Londonfrom long previous to 1772, and that the Royal
.Ark Marinersclaim by immemorial custom to havethe
.Tight to work the Degreesof Mark Man andMark Master,
andthat the GrandLodge of Mark Mastersalso claim to
bavethe powerto work the Royal Ark MarinersDegrees.
It was thereforearrangedin 1870 that in orderthat th~
Grand Master and Officers of the Mark Degreeshould
have an opportunity of judging as to the merits of this
Degree,that thereshould be a meetingheldwithout pre-
judice to the claims of either,andit washopedthateither
party would disclaim ite intention to work the other
Degrees,or that an arrangementfor union or attachment
~d the Royal Ark Mariner to the Mark Degree much in
The sameirannerasthe Royal Arch to the Craft, would
becometo. Numerousmeetings,anda long correspon-
denceensud of an acrimoniouscharacterbetweenthetwo
contractingpowers, when, on the 9th August, 1871, all
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furthernegotiationswerebroken off by the promulgatioa
of the following resolutions carried unanimously at a.
specialmeeting of the Grand Lodge of theAntient and
Honble. Fraternity of Royal Ark Mariners of England
andWales,&c., viz.:—

1. “That this Grand Lodge, as representingthe Fra-
ternity of Royal Ark Mariners, havingbeenalegitimate~
andproperly constitutedbody for nearlya century,standi
entirely as an independentorder for the future.

2. “That a circular, giving the necessaryinformation,
be sent to all Mark Lodges andotherbodiesinterested,
andthat this G. L. be at once placedwith all of those
bodieswho may be interestedin its proceedings.

3. “That, having thepowerby RoyalWarrantof 179S
to confer theoriginal and genuine degreesof Mark Man,
Mark Master, Excellent and Super-ExcellentMaster,
thesebe at once addedto the working of anyLodge of
Royal Ark Maimersthatmay desireto work them.

4. “Relatesto Feesonly.
5. “That the thanks of the G. L. be sent to those

Lodgeswho havesent a vote of confidence,endorsingthe
proceedingsandundertakingto sustaintheaction of this.
Grand Lodge, againstthe circular lately issued by the-
Mark GrandLodge, intimating that theywouldwork the
Royal Ark Marinersdegrees.”

Finally, it appearsthat a notice of motion hasbeem
given in the G. Chap.of Canadaby Comp.Ramseyto the
effect that the constitutionbe so amendedas to rccognise
among other orders that of the Royal Ark Mariners.
D8grees.

A regular Royal ~.rk Lodge consists of the following
officers, viz.:—
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1. Commander Noah. 7. Junior Deacon.
2. SeniorWarden Japhet. 8. Director of Ceremonies.
3. Junior WardenShem. 9. Organist.
4. Treasurer. 10. Guardian.
5. Scribe. 11. Steward.
6. Senior Deacon. 12. Warder.

A Lodge may be allowed constitutionally to work with
three members, and be returned on the Roll of theFra-
ternity, so long as a single member survives.

The Jewel of the Degree is a Dove with an Olive
br~inch in its mouth,hangingfrom a loopedwhite ribbon;
on the bar is the nameof theLodge,andon an oval plate
fastenedon theribbon, is thenumber of theLodge, all of
silver. The Apron is of White Kid, with segmentalflap
borderedwith rainbow ribbon, and three rosettesin the
placeswheregenerallyfixed.



RITUAL OF THE CEREMONY OF ELEYATIO~
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.0:—

FIRST GRADE.
Corn. Noah (Repeatedby Japhet and Shern).—Bro.

Ark Masonsassistme to open this RoyalArk Lodge.
Corn. N—SonShem. What is the first careof every

Ark Mason?
Shem.—ToseetheLodge secured..
Corn. N.—Direct that to be done.
Shem.—Bro.Guardianyou will seetheLodgesecured.
Guard.—TlieLodge is secured.
Shem.—Worshipful Corn. N. the Lodge is secured.
Corn. N.—Son Japhet. What is ournext care?
Japhet.—Toseethatnonebut Ark Masonsarepresent..
Coin. N.—Brethren, to order as Ark Masons. Son

Shem, from what part Gf the world did Ark Masons
come?

Shem.—From the Mountains of Armenia.
Coin. N.—Son Japhet. Whither did they take their

course?
Japhet.—Theywere dispersedover the whole earth,.
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and restedat that place whoro the providenceof God
pleased to direct them.

Coin. N.—Then, Sons,sinco wo have founda resting
place, it is my will and pleasuro that this Royal Ark
Lodgebe openedfor all businessthat may comebeforeit.
Thereforelet us beseechthe continuanceof the aid of the
GrandCommanderof the Univorso,that our laboursthus
begunin ordermay be continued in peaceand closedin
harmony.

Past. Noah.—So mote it be.
Corn. N.—Glory to God on high and peaceto us on

earth(opensBible at Isaiahliv. cluip. 8, 9, and 10 verses,
andplacesTriangleand CornpasMc~).

Coin. N.—Bro. Scribe, &c. (minutos are now readand
confirmed). CEREMONY.

Coin. N.—Sons. Since,by tho providenceof God,you
havebeenpreservedin the Ark from the overwhelming
waters, and have observedand obeyed God’s voice in
beingfruitful and multiplying en the earth,is thereany
amongyou. to join this Royal Ark Lodge to keep up the
memorialof so singular a deliverance?

Japhet.—Thereis, andwe bdiove,if permittedto ~oine
into our Ark, he will provea truo andfaithful Brother’.

Coin. N.—Go, Shern,and instruct the Deaconsto pre-
parehim accordingto ourantientcustom.

Shein.—Bro.Deacons,you will prepareandadmit the
candidatein dueform (the Deacons leave theroom and
preparethe candidatethus,bothf—s s—d andhoodwinked
with c—t threetimesroundthe nock, and is examinedas
aM. Masonandled to thedoor).

Guard.—Whocomesthere?
Warden.—AM. MasterMa’son, tricd andproved.
Guard.—Whatis hisname?
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Warden .—Noachida.
Guard.—Howis he clothed?
Warden.—Inthe habilimentsof a distressedMason.
Guard.—Is he in possessionof our Password?

Warden.—Heis not, but I am, andwill be answerable
for him.

Guard.—Giveit me.
Warden.—(Givesit.)
Guard.—Lethim wait patiently while a reportis made

to the Commander.
W. Cornmander.—A M. Master Mason, tried and

proved, who states his name to be Noachida, and is
clothedin the habilimentsof a distressedMason,requests
admittanceto this Royal Ark Lodge.

Corn. N.—Let him enter.
Guard.—EnterBro. Noachida.
(As Candidate enters he places the point of a triangle

to his breast.)
Candidatesalutesas Ivf. Master Mason,he is thenled

round once by the left from entrance, and stops at the
point whereShemis.

Shem.—Thispoint to which you havebeendirectedis
calledBeauty. This is to adorn the inward man, and
remindsus that God’s Beautyshinesforth throughoutthe
whole of the Creation in symmetry and order. It ex-
empliftes also the curious and masterlyworkmanshipof
Noah in the construction of the Ark, the simplicity of
which was Beauty itself.

(The Candidate is led round again, and stops at the
point where Japhet is.)

Japhet.—Thissecondpoint is called Strength,and will
support you under all difficulties. It denotesalso that
God’s strength is omnipotent. This was exemplified
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when the waters overspreadthe face of the Earth, by
which the Ark was upheldandall Noah’s family saved.

(The Candidateis led round again for the third time,
andto the point wherethe Corn. N. is.)

Corn. N.—This third. and lastpoint is called Wisdom,
andwill directyou in all your undertakings. It reminds
us that God’s wisdomis infinite, andis an emblemof that
divine attribute. It alsorepresentsNoahandhis wisdom
in building the Ark, by which mankind was preserved
from the UniversalDeluge.

Corn. N.—AII riseI (Candidate is placed nearly in
front of Pedestal.)

PRAYER.
Thou great and glorious Commanderof Heavenand

Earth,who spokeandit wasdone,we, thefrail creatures
of Thy power, humbly beg thefulfilment of Thy promise,
thus whentwo or threearegatheredtogetherin Thyname,
Thou wilt be in the midst to dothemgood. In Thy name
we meetthis evening to elevate aBrother,who, with us,
may continue to commemorateso wonderfula deliverance
as that of Noah and his family from the Deluge. Endow
him that he may prove a true Brother, and able to un-
fold the mysteriesof Ark Masonry. May he be as con-
stantandindustriousasNoah, as faithful asAbraham,as
upright asJacob,aspatientasLot, andmaythe purity of
him who was separatedfrom his Brethren,,and thewis-
dom of Solomon dwell in him. 0 Thou, who met Jacob
by the way—Gideonin the field—and Moses by the bush,
meet him and bless him in his going out and coming in,
in his basket and in his store. May he enjoy the upper
andthe lower springs. Blesshim so thathe mayberich
in faith and goodworks, given to hospitality, so that the
blessingsof thosereadyto perish may comeupon him.

May he love the brotherhoodunfeignedly, well know-
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ing that love is the fulfilling of the Law. May such a one
as Hamnever be found among us, but may we so conduct
ourselves in the Ark here, that when we are called hence
by the Supreme and Eternal Grand Commander of the
Universe we may find a blessed Asylum in the Mansions
of Eternal rest.

P. N.—Somote it be.
Coin. N.—Having been presonted to your Maker, the

Lord of Heaven and Earth, for His benediction,you must
now take a solemnobligation if you are desirousof ob-
taining a knowledge of our mysteries.

Cand.—Iam (Stands erect).
Coin. N.—Thenyou will place both H—s on the B. of

5— L—, andrepeatafterme. I, A. B., in the presence
of the Grand Commander of the Universe,andbeforethis
Royal Ark Lodge, of my own free will and accord, most
solemnly engage to keep inviolate the Secrets and Mys-
eeries of this degree of Antient Freemasonry, denominated
Royal Ark Mariner, from all not of this degree, and reveal
them only to Ark Masons, they being well-known or
proved to be suchafter dueexamination,or in the body of
a Royal Ark Lodge properly and lawfully assembled by
the power of the Grand Commanderof the Royal Ark
Council of the Order. I alsoengageto defendthecharac-
ter of a Brother so far as is consistentwith my duty to
God, my neighbour,andmyself—to assisthim so far as
Prudencemaylay theline andJusticehold the scales.

I further engageto answer all lawful signs andsum-
monses when duly marked, and if within my c—t—.
This I solemnly promise and swear under no less a
penaltythanthatmy R.— be brokenmy K— takenout,
andthewatersmay overwhelmme andsweepme from off
the faceof the earth. Sohelp me the GrandCommander
of the Universe. (Salutesonce. Reads Isaiah chap.liv.
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8, 9, 10 verses.) Bro. Deacons,you will restoreour Bro.
to

(The Cand. is here presentedwith anolive branch,or
myrtle will do if olive is not to be had.)

Corn. N.—You may now with truth meet Brethrenin
Ark Masonry with that promise of God in your right
hand,which will comfortyou in trouble, cheeryou in the
hour of death, and make you happy to all eternity, for the
stability of the Lodge is brethrenjoined by truth and
cementedby love. He hasgiven us a promisecollectively
in the samechapterand last verse, “No weapon that is
formedagainst thee shall prosper,andeverytonguethat
shall rise againstthee in judgmentthou shaltcondemn.
This is the heritageof the servantsof theLord, andtheir
righteousnessis of Me saiththe Lord.”

Corn.N. thengives the Grip of a Royal Ark Maa’iner
(and proceeds)—By this Grip a Bro. may be known by
night aswell as by day; the word is —. The hailing
sign in commemorationof the R—w is given by placing
h—s aboveh—d, f—s extendedand meeting. Thehead
beingin the centresignifiesE—h,the armsbeenextended
B—w, and as it is placed in heavenas atoken~, so this
hailing sign is given as of distress,andwhena Bro. sees
it he will immediately cometo your assistance,however
difficult thatmaybe. Certain othersignsandtokenswill
be explained to you in due course.

The Signsof the Degreeare Sevenin number.
1. The Sign of Distress. 2. The PassSign. 8. The

Sign of the Dove. 4. The PenalSign. 5. Hailing Sign.
6. Sign of Demand,and 7. Sign of Security. The Sign
of Distress or Swimming Sign is made by —, andrefers
to the Antediluviansmaking a foolish attemptto escapeto
some elevatedobject by swimming. It alsorefersto the
Symbolof this Degree,the EquilateralTriangle.
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Corn.N. continues—ThePassSign is madeby
andrefersto Noahlooking out for the Dove, and resting
his headin the hollow of his left arm. It is usually given
at the doorof the Lodge, and has improperlybeencalled
by somea passGrip. The Sign of the Dove is madeby

,and refers to Noah extendinghis hand for tlic
Dove. It is usuallyaccompaniedby the words “Lo she
cometh.” ThePenal Sign is made by ,andis an
imperfectRainbow Sign. The Sign of Demand,or ques-
tioning Sign, is also an imperfect Rainbow Sign, andis
nearly the Sign of the Dove inverted. It is always
answeredby the last sign.

The Sign of Security is made It refersto the
perfectBow in token of the Coveiwnt madewith Noah.

The Grip refersto the periodswhenthe Antediluvians
sentencedto the watery abyss,and strugglingwith the
executionof that sentence,endeavouredto frustrate the
wrath of Heavenby pulling eachother up by this grip to
the summit of the hills, tops of trees, and all places that
presenteda temporaryrelief from the justiceof Him who
was then pouring down destruction upon their he~ds.
Hence it is sometimes called the token of distress.

The PassWord is M—h. The Common Word is
L—h, andthe SacredWordis T—d.

Corn.N.—You will now proceedto the SouthWest.
Shem.—ABro’s. distressmay arisefrom threedifferent

causes:—Firstly, in somematterwhereinit maybe neces-
saryto ask a Brother’s advice, and the Brother whois
hailedwill give you such advice as may be in his power,
in faithfulnessand truth, his conduct being squaredby
thatrule which saith “Do unto othersasyou would that
they shoulddo untoyou.”

Secondly,a Brother’s distressmay arisefrom excessive
poverty. He may nothave a mealto eator propercloth-
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ing to put on. If this be the case the Brother to whomit
may be madeknown will do well to relieve this distress,
rememberingthat it is more blessedto give thanto re-
ceive, andwho so seethhis Bro. have need,andshutteth
up his compassionfrom him, how dwelleth the love of God
in him, for he that saith he loved God and loveth not his
Bro. is a liar andthe truth is not in him, thereforeaswise
studentsof the manifold gifLa of God, we should always
havea handandheartreadyto help a distressedBrother.

Thirdly, A Brother’s distressmay arisefrom his being
situatedamonghis enemies,so as to renderit necessaryto
call in the assistanceof a Bro. asto his bodily strength,if
this be the case, the Bro. who perceivesthe hailing sign
will immediatelycometo his aid, and suchwill be his love
for his Brother, if he believes him to be worthy, thathe
will soonerdie by his side than deserthim. This Mark
is always placed in a Royal Ark Mariner’s summonsof
importance,with sucha markyou mustattendif possible,
butif by unavoidablecircumstancesyou cannotdo so,you
mustsendyour reasonsin writing, with the samemark,
which meanstheBrotheror Lodgereceiving it, must take
the will for the deed,andthe Bro. will havedonehis duty.
You will now proceedto the North Westto be invested.

(Candidateis takenby the S. Deacon to Japhetin the
North West, and is placedat his (Japhet’s)right hand.
JuniorDeaconhandsnowthe Lodgeapron. Theynearly
facethe Worshipful Commanderwho is in the Eastand
Japhetinvestshim. The J. D. and S. D. standingat the
right handof theCand.,who is at the right of Japhet.)

Japhet.—Inow decorateyou with thisJewel,andinvest
you with this Apron, and enjoin you never to put it on if
you are angryor in wrathwith yourBro., for it is an em-
blem of love andvirtue, and as such morevaluablethan
anygift an Emperor or King can bc~tow, thereforeyou
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5v
2

must reconcile to your Bro., you may then sit down in
peaceandbrotherlyaffection, and to asmany aswalk by
thisrule, Peacebe unto them. You may now retire and
restoreyourself to your personalcomforts, andon your
returnthe ceremonywill be proceededwith.—(Cand.re-
tires, andafterre-clothingre-enterstheLodge.)

Coin. N.—Bro. Deacons,youwill directour Bro. to ad-
vanceto the Eastby thepropersteps.

(The Deacons cause the Cand. to step on the point of
the equilateral triangle on the floor, and then advance
half roundit by threestepsaswader:—

9v
8v
7v
6v

S

Corn. N.—I presentyou with the worldng tools of a
1~oyalArk Mariner, andinform you that all the tools of a~
CarpenterMasonbelongto you, but as an Ark Masonyou
areonly to makeuse of suchtools as Noah workedwith
whenhe built the Ark, the principal of which were an
ate,with which he cut down trees andsquaredthem,a

1
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saw,with which he sawedthosetreesinto planks,andthe
borerwith which he made holes in thoseplanks,whilst
with the axehe cut out pins and drove them in, by which
meansthe planks were kept together. By wisdom and
the cunning wor]~anship he was possessedof, that
beautifulstructure the Ark was formed, the strengthof
which proved the temporal salvation of himself andhis
family, and all the living creaturescontained therein.
We considerthat thesetools haveothermeanings,which
I will explain to you. The axefells trees,andtheybeing
cut down arean emblemof the fall of the Old World, and
as the axe fells and squaresthe timber so it pointsout
the good providenceof God in choosing Noah and his
family for his designs,and as the saw dividesthesetrees
into planksso it declareshow the Lord separatedNoah’s
family from the rest of mankind. As the Borermakes
holesin the planks, so it teachesusthe useof a~ictions
to makeholesanduneasinessin our minds, thatthe axe
of God’s goodnessmaycutout promisesaspins,anddrive
theminto ourremembranceso asto keepusin onefamily
dependenton Him, and as the Ark was built by these
tools, so it showsus thatby perseverancein Faith,Hope,
andLove,we shall be shut into an Ark of safety,when
the whole Earth shall be dissolvedby liquid fire andthe
elementsmelt with fervent heat. The steps which you
took were to fix in your mind the form of aLodge, and
the reason you were stopped at the three points was to
remindyouthatWisdom, Strength,andBeautyweredis-
playedin the constructionof theArk, theyhavingalso the
moralsignificationthenexplainedto you. Yourstanding
erecton enteringinto yourengagementis the position Noah
stoodin when he offered up the sacrifice to God for his
safe deliverancefrom the Deluge. His sacrificewasac-
ceptedand his prayer heard. The Grand and~1tenud



THE ROYAL ARK MARINERS’ DEGREE. 17

Commanderof the Universe then fixed his bow in the
cloud, and made a covenant with Noah and all Ark
Masons,that they should stand as long as time should
endure,andcommandedthem to multiply andreplenish
the Earth.

The Nine un-equiformedsteps belongingto this Degree
denotethe nine signs timely given by the S. G. C. U. to
our GrandfatherNoah, to warn him that the time was
drawingnear for building the Ark, that he, his family,
andthe chosenof brute creation might escapefrom the
overwhelming waters which destroyedall other living
things upon the surfaceof the earth. The Triangular
PedestalrepresentsNoah and his two sons, Japhetand
Shem(Ham having been expelledwith the cursewhich
fell on hisposterity). For about 800 yearsafterwardsthe
Israelites,~descendantsof Shem, took possessionof the
Landof Canaan,destroyedmostof its inhabitants,andlaid
heavy tribute on the remainder,whom afterwardsthe
GreeksandRomans(descendantsof Japhet)broughtinto
subjection,so that Ham and his posteritybecameslaves
to thatof theirBrethren,JaphetandShem. Thepart of
theEarthwhichHam possessedwasthe South. Japhet
theNorth andWest, for we are to recollectthe blessing
uponJaphetis, that his territories should be enlarged,
andaccordinglyhis posterity spreadthemselves,not only.
overEuropeandLesserAsia, but Media, Armenia,Theria,
Albania,and thoselarge regionstowardsthe North, now
inhabitedby the Tartars. The posterity of Shemtaking
possessionof the East.

The Triangle and Pedestalare also emblematicalof
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, in this sense,that those in
thehighestsphereof life have indeedthe largestprovince
whereinto do good,but thoseof an inferior degreewill be
as eminently distinguished in the mansionsof bliss, if
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they move regularly and are usefulmembersof society,a~
the highest is he who performshis part best,not hewho
personatesan exalted character,for the Moon, although
she borrows her light from the Sun, evidently setsforth
the Glory of God, and the flowers of the field declarehis
powerequally with the starsof thefirmament.

It is my duty to tell you that certain fees will be re-
quiredfor your Elevation1 and it is but right that you
shouldbe informedby what authoritywe act. This is our
Warrant or Charter of Constitution (holding under the
RoyalArk), openfor your inspectionat this or anyother
Lodge evening. These are the Statutesof the Order.
These, our Bye Laws, from both of whichyou will learn
your dutiesto Ark Masonsin general,andthis Lodgein
particular. You will now proceedto the South West.
Son Shem,please to give the historical lecture to our
newly elevatedBrother (Candidateis led to Shemby the
Deacons who stand on the left of Cand., who is on the left
of Shem,andasbeforenearlyfacingthechairofCoin.N.).

Shem.—Thefirst threesteps, circumnavigatingthe tri-
angle in a manner,conform with the first regularsteps
in Symbolic or Craft Masonry; but here they have a
secondadditionalimport. You have alreadythis evening
beentold that the thrc3 points of thetrianglearesynony-
mous with the site of Wisdom, Strength,and Beauty;
Man in his ignorance‘at Che commencementof his pil-
grimagebelieveshimselfinvincible by restingon the point
of Strength;‘and relying thereonhe oftentimesdiscards
the useof the unerringneedle,straysfrom thetruecourse,
and before long the waters overwhelm him. Having,
however,takenthe first regular step, his foot restsappa-
rently upon fast ground, and his eye is openedto look
upon the spot where beauty reigns; but the danger
threateninghim is even now .greate~r than before, fo~
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should his step here deviate from the straight line, his fate-
will be like the bulirush, swayed to and fro by every
breatli of the tempter. But, my Bro., if you take t~e
second step fast ‘ and manly you will find yomrself at the
site where wisdom dwells, and from there your path is
easy to where Strength of Mind, is favoured, for when
Wisdom guides your footstepthe wayshallbecomesmooth
and easy of ascent. The fourth step~is shorter, and of ~
firmer nature, thereby indicating that altliough you are
now sure of the road you walk with due care and vigilance.
This step brings you into the middle of the Triangle, from
where, surrounded by Beauty, Strength, and Wisdom, you
may mount the ladder with even and regular steps, until
the Ark, the haven of rest, be reached. Thesefive last
steps imply that, during your onward course, you must
alwaysrecollectto exercise,and without remission,prac-
tise those five Cardinal Virtues peculiarly belonging to
Masonry—namely, Watchfulness, Discretion, Brotherly
Love, Truth, andCharity.

THE Gi~x~ reminds us that however fast hold we may
think to haveof a Bro.’s hand, death may comebetween,
loosen the grasp, and force each to give the slip. But
after that a rallying point is found, whereBrothershall
cling to Brother,nevertobe separatedanymore,andeven
the graspingof the Index, andpointing both conjointly
towardsHeaven, will show you how the Grip of this
Degreeis to berightly interpretedwithout my addingany-
thing further.

THE HAILING SIGN 15 given in referenceto the glorious
tokenplaced in the welkin by the S. G. C. U. as a sign
thatHis wrath was appeased,andapromiseto ourGrand-
fatherNoahthat nevermoreshall the earthbe destroyed.
by the’ overwhelmingwaters. We considerit also as a.
thanksgivingsignto Him for His mercytowardsus.

c2
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~Scotland theyare
In America theyare

END OF THE CEREMONY OP ELEvATION.

—:0:—

CLOSING.

‘Corn. N.—I now rise to enq’uire whetherany Bro. has
“ought to proposefor the good of Ark Masonryin general,
or this-RoyalArk Lodgein particular.—2ndand 3rd also.

Corn. N.—Bro. Ark Masons assist me to close this
RoyalArk Lodge.

Coin. N.—SonShem,what is the constantcareof every
~ArkMason?

Shem.—Toseethe Lodge is properlysecured.
Corn. N.—Direct thatduty to be done.
Shem.—Bro.Guardian,you will seetheLodgeproperly

~secured.
Guard.—TheLodge is properlysecured.
‘Shem.—WorshipfulCorn.Noah, the’ Lodge is properly

~secured.
Coin. N.—SonJaphet. Whatis ournext care?
Japhet.—Toseethe Brethrento Orderas Ark Masons.
Coin. N.—Brethren,to Orderas Ark Masons.
Corn.N.—Beforethe Lodge is closedlet us beseechthe

Grand Commanderof the Universe—whomaketh the
stormto ceaseandthe waves to be still, the wildernessa
standingwater, andwatersprings a dry ground—tohave
us in His goodkeepinguntil we meet again,inHis name,
or until it is His pleasure,that we be receivedinto the
Ark of his Covenantmadewith the children of Noah,who
passedfrom the old. to the newworld.
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P. N.—So mote it be.
CorA. N.—Son Japhet,the laboursof the eveningbeing-

endedyou have’ my commandto close this Royal Ark
Lodge.

Japhet.—Brethrcn,in the name of the Grand Coin-
inandorof the Universe,andby commandofthe Worship-
ful Commander,I closethis Lodge.

Sliem.—ThisRoyalArk Lodge beingclosed,I declareit
adjourneduntil, etc.

P. N.—Nothing now re~ainsbut, accordingto antient
custom,to lock up our secretsin a safe and sacredre-
pository; all uniting in the act with fidelity, fidelity,..
fidelity, so mote it be.

BATTERY.

—:0:—

N. B.—When thereare no Candidatesfor Elevation;..
thefollowing lecturemaybegiven by a PastNoah.

P. N.—By reasonof the sinful, nature of the whole
earth, with the exception of Noah. and his family, God
commandedthathe should build an Ark. This structure
wasa rangeof building 800 cubitsin lengthand.80 cubits
in height. It wasbuilt of Gopherwood, thatbeingsup-
posedto be what we call Cypress,and.whiclino worm or
corroding animacuJ.~will touch. It was pitchedwithin
andwithout, with pitch. to secureit from.the weather,it
hadonedoorin the centr~ of the sids,twelve oubitshigh
andten wide, and. one ~windowonly, whichwasplacedin
the centreof theroof. It was of threestories,capableof
containing a prodigiousquantity, beinglargerthanforty
ships of 1000 tons each, and~was120yearsin buildino’.
Somehavedoubtedwhether th.~ Ark was‘capableof con-
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taming two of every sort of creature,with provision5
necessaryfor their support for a whole year, for so long
and more did Noah stop in the Ark. But on a careful
enquiry it has been found that only about 100different
sort of beasts,andnot 200 birds, are known, the greater
partof them,areof no greatbulk, and many exceedingly
small,and it has been said all the creaturesin the Ark
would not take up the room of 500 horses. After 4000
yearshumaningenuity cannotnow contrive anypropor-
tions betteradaptedthan that of theArk for thepurpose
it was intendedfor. A Dutch merchant,200 yearsago,
built a ship answeringin its respective dimensionsto
thoseof theArk, its lengthbeing120 feet,breadth20 feet,
depth12 feet; while building, this vessel was laughedat,
but afterwardsit was foundthat it held* more,andsailed
betterthananyothermerchantvesselof the time.

Thuswe havea collateral proof no way inconsiderable
that the Spirit of God, from whom comethall understand-
ing, directedNoah in that manner. We find the reasons
assignedin God’s counselsfor the preservationof men
andanimalsin the Ark, were, to keep seedalive upon the
faceof the earth. God could have preservedNoahfrom
the wrath thatwas to comeby taldnghim to himselfas he
did Enoch.

He could, after having destroyed every species of
animal,with his word only have createdan entirelynew
raceupon the face of the earth, but this wasnot consis-
tent with the purposesof His wisdom. TheGreatApos-
tate Spirit would undoubtedlyhave triumphed to have
seenevenone order of God’s creaturesblotted outfrom
the faceof creationby his malicious attempts. All orders
of beingswould havetrembledto haveseenhim prevailin
any one instance. If even the meanestof God’s works
hadbeendestroyedby any means of hi~ he would have
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gainedthe poii~t he aimed at. It is thereforethat the
powerandwisdom of Godhasbeeneversinceemployed,
insteadof destroying,in producingbackthingsnot only to
their first perfectionbut to a still higherdegree. God’s
ways are far aboveour ways,wisdomis the first principle
of all His actions. We may look upon the destroyingof
thewhole world as a most terrible andseverejudgment,
andit shouldbe a warningto us not to commit sin. Yet
we think not of God as He is, if we supposethat He
brought all this destructionfor revengelike a provoked
humanbeing. No! it was His Wisdom and His Good-
nessthat producedit.—For mankind having grown urn-
versallycorruptto a very exti~izi~idinary degree,it was the
highestact of wisdomandgoodnessto succeedinggenera-
tions to takethem awayfrom the Earth,that the genera-
tionsto comemight proceedfrom a good stock, for we find
in general that the brancheswill partakeof the nature
from which they spring, and accordingly throughthis
means,andotherwisealterations,the world in generalhas
neverbeenagainso universallywicked andimpious.

It is supposedthat a far greaternumberof soulswere
destroyedby theDelugethan are in existenceat thepre-
senttime.

Thuswasthe raceof sinnersswept from thefaceof the
earth,aterrible exampleto all succeedingages.

All their powers, their mighty strength,availed them
nothing. When God aroseto judgment all their pride
was blasted,andthey were scatteredlike stubble. With
what horrordid theyseetheincreasingwatersrisearound
to overwhelmthemwithout any placeto fly to. How did
thosewho lived where Noah did, wonderat the strange-
nessof his salvation, so far beyond all they lookedfor.
How, repentingand groaningthrough anguishof spirit,
did they look upon themselves. This is he whomwe had
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sometimesin deri~ion, and a proverb of reproach. We
fools accountedhis life madness. How is it he is now in
safety. Thus also,my Brethren,by the mercyandgood
providenceof God, the Ark restedandNoahoncemore
settledon earth,with a promisethat man shouldno more
be destroyedby water. When the families waxednume-
rous Noah divided them as he was appointed,as you
haveheard, but Ham, for his iniquity, was expelledto
Africa, with his curseandmarkuponhim. Shemhadthe
privilege of continuingin Asia, andJaphet,with his bless-
ing, was sent to Europe, whilst Noah abidedin the city
which he built at the foot of 7.~Iount Ararat. The Officers
of the GrandandRoyal Ark Lodge beingthusdispersed,
warrantwasgiven to themthatwherevertheysettledthey
were to act as Grand Commanders,and conveneRoyal
Ark Lodgesunderthem,with full powersandinstructions
in all degreesof Ark Masonry. ThusdispersedRoyalArk
Masonry began to flourish all over the earth, has
descendedto the presentera, andso mayit continueuntil
time 8hall be no more.

END OF TH~ RITUAL.



CEREMONY OF ENTHR0N3~NT OF A W. COM..
MANDER NOAH.

.0:—

SECONDGRADE.
The PresidingOfficer takes the Chair, and appointshis.

Wardens, pro. tem., declaring the Assembly of Com-
mandersproperly formed.

The New Commanderis thenpresented.
PastNoah.—I presentto you a worthy Ark Mason,to

be enthronedas Worshipful CommanderNoah of this.
Royal Ark Lodge. We know him to be of good morals,
greatskill, true andtrusty.

D. C. places him on the left side of the Presiding
Officer.

P. 0.—Is it your unanimouswish that Bro. A. B.
should beinstalledCommanderof this Lodge?

TheBrethrensignify theirassent.
P. 0.—Do you agreeto hold in venerationthe Rulers

of Ark Masonryandtheir regularsuccessors,supremeand
subordinateaccordingto their stations,andto submitto
the awardsandresolutionsof the Grand Lodge of Royal
Ark Mariners in every respectconsistentwith its consti-
tutions. You promise to respecttrue or genuineRoyal
Ark Mariners, and to discoimtenanceimposters. You
agreeto promotethe generalgood of the Order, andto
propagatethe knowledgeof Ark Masonry as far,asyour
influence and ability can extend. You promise to pay
homageto theGrandCommander,for the time being,and
to his officers whenduly installed,and 8trictly to conform
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to the edictsof the Grand Commander,and the Grand
Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners. You promise a regular
attendanceat all its meetings, upon receiving proper
noticethereof. You admit that no newRoyal Ark Lodge
canbe formedwithout the permissionof the GrandCom-
manderof the Order, and that no countenanceshall be
given to any irregular Ark Lodge, or to any person
elevatedtherein. Do you submit and promiseto uphold
theseregulations as your predecessorshave done in all
ages?

The New Commandergiveshis assent.
All exceptPastN’s. nowleavethe Lodge.
P. 0.—I will now proceedwith your instalation; you

will thereforerepeatafter me:—I, A. B., do herebyagree
to accepttheoffice of CommanderN. of this LodgeNo.—
on the Roll of the Antient and HonourableFraternityof
Royal Ark Mariners,and solemnlypromise,to thebestof
my ability, to dischargefaithfully, zealously,and con-
scientiouslyits duties (until the period of next annual
election,unlessa successorshall be previouslyappointed
andinstalledin my stead),and that I will do my utmost
to forwardthe interestsof RoyalArk Masonry,whenever
andwhereverit may be possible,andsupportthe officers
in their respectiveduties, and further, that I will not
divulge the Secretsof this Chair to any but thoseduly
qualified to receive them. So helpme, the GrandCom-
manderof the Universe.

PRAYER.
Mostglorious Commanderof HeavenandEarth,whose

eyes pervadethe Universe;who see’st everyminutecir-
cumstancetherein—ourintentions being perfectlyknown
to Thee—fulfil nowour requestaccordingto therichesof
Thy ‘mercy. Causea double portion of Thy Spirit to
descendon this Brother, set apartas a representativeof
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righteousNoah, to rule andgoveri~ theseBrethren. May
his rule be regulatedby true wisdom,that they may have
unity of spirit in thebond of peace,andthatall ourworks
may tend to Thy Glory.

So mote it be.
The W. C. N. here takes a vesselof salt, saying:—When

the wild Arab of the deserthas tastedsaltwith his guest,
that guestis sacredto him, even if his handsare redwith
the blood of the father or son of his host. Let us in the
samemannersealotu vow of fidelity to Ark Masonry.

W. C. N. thenplacesSO?flE Salt on Ma tongue,passingthe
vesselof salt to his brother on the left, who passesit on again.
ic., d~c., saying:—Witli this salt I confirm my vow, and
wheneverany of my Bro. Commanderswho havetasted
this salt of inviolable faith, or any one on their behalf,
shall call upon me to aid them in distress, need, or
danger,andwith the mark of the Trianglethis solemn,
pledgeshall be redeemed.

P. 0.—The Grip is —, andtheWord is A—t.
TheW. C. N. is thenplacedon the Throne.
P. 0.—I now deliverto you this Sceptre,which shows

your authority to the Brethren. Secondly,I investyou
with this Collar and Jewel,the insignia of your office as
Commanderof this Lodge. Thirdly, I renderto youthe
SacredLaw, which containsthe rules by which all Ark
Masonsshould regulate their actions. Fourthly, I give
to you the Constitutionsof Ark Masonry, by whichyou
will govern those under you, also the Bye-laws of the
Lodge,which you will causeto be readoncein youryear
of Office, in orderthatevery membermayhavean oppor-
tunity of being acquaintedtherewith. And, lastly, I
presentyou with the Warrant or Dispensationfor this
Lodge, beingthe authority under which its meetingsare
held. I also call your attention to th•e following exposi.
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tion —. Now, God commandedNoah to makean Ark
of Gopher, instructing him how to fashion it, denoting
thelength,breadth,andheight thereof,with first, second,
and third stories, door and window. Noah took 100
years to complete it, he was 500 years old when he
commencedit, and consequentlywas 600 when it was
finished. He enteredinto it with his wife, three sons,
their wives, andtwo and two of all flesh whereinwas the
breathof life. His father Lamech having died a short
time before at the age of 777, there were no ancient
patriarchsat the time of the flood with the exceptionof
Methuselah,who attainedthe ageof 969, andno mention
is madein Holy Writ of his death,he is supposedto have
perishedin the flood which took place in theyear of the
world 1856, and destroyedmost of the monumentsof
antiquity. Enoch,the sonof Jared,sixth sonin descent
from Adam, had been instuctedin the History of Man
sincethe creation,also in the liberal Arts andSciences,
with which we may be certainthe ~rst inhabitantsof this
world were well acquainted,perceivingthat this know-
ledge was likely to be lost in the generaldestruction
foretold by Adam, and being desirotis of preservingthe
principlesof the sciencesfor the posterityof thosewhom
Godshould be pleasedto spare;madetwo pillars, one of
brassand the other of marble, with hieroglyphics on
each. The brasspillar having beenplacedsecurelyin a
cavern,was not discoveredfor a very longperiodafter-
wards,aswe hearfrom tradition, whenthe hieroglyphics
uponit signifying thatit wasthe depositoryof the liberal
Arts, andof the history of the world to his period, were
written for the first time and handeddown. Thuswas
this pillar allowed to withstand the fury of the over-
whelming waters, and its contentsprovidentially pre-
servedfor the benefitof futur’e generatiohs.
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ADDRESS.
Bro. A. B.—According to the powers delegatedand

vestedin me by the GrandLodgeof RoyalArk Mariners,
I havehadthe honourto enthroneyou as Commanderof
the Lodge, No. — on the Roll of the Antient
and HonourableFraternityof RoyalArk Mariners. You
neednot be informed that it is an office of the highest
trust andconfidence,sucha oneasyour greatpredecessor
Noah filled with uprightnessand joy. We have the
highestopinion of your integrity andhonour,andmake
no doubt this Lodgewill flourish underyour rule, andbe
evergreenlike the Fir Tree,whoseleavesfadenot.

Somote it be.
P. 0. declaresthe Assemblyof Commandersclosed.
TheBrethrenare now re-admitted.
P. 0.—Bro. Royal Ark Masons, during your absence

Bro. A. B. has been enthroned. I thereforeproclaim
him Commanderof this Lodge, No. — on the
Roll 9f the Antient and HonourableFraternityof Royal
Ark Mariners, until a successorhas been duly elected,
appointed,and enthronedin his stead. I call on you,
therefore,to salutehim with three,takingthe time from
me,with right handto theleft.

TheBrethrennow marchround, and salutewith theHail-
ing Sign.

P. 0.—You will nowpleaseappointyour Officers.
ThenewlyenthronedCommanderClO8&~ down his Lodge.

BATTERY.

N.B.—Forthe chargesto be given on the investiture
of Officers seethe Ceremonyof Inaugurationand]2edica-
tion of a RoyalArk Lodge.

END OF THE CEREMONY OF ENTHRONEMENT.



RITUAL OF THZ

CEREMONIAL OF INAUGURATION AND DEDI-
CATION

OF A LODGE OF THE

ANTIENT AND HONOURABLE FRATERNITY OF

ROYAL ARK MARINERS.

—:0:

The Brethrenassemblein the Anti-roomto the Lodge
Chamber,andall being properly clothed a processionis
formedin the following order:—
The Grand Superintendentof Works, with his Staff of

Office.
Two JuniorRoyalArk Mariners.

A PastCommanderwith VesselcontainingCorn.
Ark Marinerstwo abreast.

A Past Commander with Oil.
Ark Marinerstwo abreast.

A Past Commander with Wine.
The GrandScribeandGrandRegistrar,with Charterand

statutes.
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The GrandSuperintendentof Ceremonieswith Vesselof
Salt.

Two Deputy Inspectors-General.
The GrandSwordBearer.
Two Inspectors-General.

The Grand StandardBearer.
The Deputy Grand Commander.

The GrandCommander.
Two Grand Torch Bearers, or PresidingComnaander~.

GrandOfficers.
The Grand Guardian.

RoyalArk Mariners.
Affer entering the Lodge Room, they walk roundthe

form of the Lodge, andthe PresidingCommanderascends
theThrone,andopensthe Lodge in dueform, appointing
his Warders.

P. 0.—Worthy Ark Mariners,we havemet to-dayfor
thepurroseof Inaugn.ratingand Dedicatinga Royal Ark
Lodge,for the celebrationof the Mysteriesof ourAntient
andHonourableFraternity,and on theseoccasionsit is
our first duty to invoke the assistanceof the GrandCom-
manderof the Universe.

AU artse.
THE PRAIER.

Almighty andSupremeGrandandEternalCommander
of the Universe,who is there that canstandin competi-
tion againstThee? Thy Omniscience,Omnipotence,and
Omnipresencepervadethe sec2retrecessesof everyheart.
Thy boundlessbenificencesuppliesus with everycomfort
and enjoyment. We invoke Thy benedictionupon the
servcd~sof this assembly. Let this Lodgebeinaugu.rate&
to Thy Glory in faith, hope,andlove. Let its officers be
endowedwith wisdom and fidelity. Let its membersbe•
evermindful of the duty they owe to Thee,the obedience
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they owe to their superiors,the love they owe to their
equals,andthe good will they oweto all mankind.

Somote it be.

ORATION O~ THE PRINCIPLES OF THE INSTITUTION.

In earlyagesnecessitytaught the useof Society,and
by the rapidprogressmadein Art andSciencestheywere
led to markandcontemplatethe natureandpropertiesof
lines, figures, superficies,and solids, andthusby degreeS
formed the sciences of Geometry and Architecture,
scienceswhichhaveprovedto be of the greatestutility in
preservingthe human raceand anima,l creation on the
faceof the earth. Theseartsbeingccevalwith the restof
the scienceswere carefully handeddown by Methuselah,
who lived 255 years with Adam, by whom he was in-
structedin all the mysteries,of thesesublime sciences,
andfaithfully communicatedthem to his grandsonNoah.
After the flood the.possessorsof the arts, according to
antienttradition, were ftrst distinguishedby the nameof
1’Toac1iid~,or sonsof Noah,afterwardssagesor wise men,
who had understandingin their time and knew what
oughtto be done,suchwere thosewho were instructedby
Mosesin all the wisdom of the EgyptiansandChaldeans
—for this kind of learning was a tribe set apart, the
children of Issacher,who were “Masters in Israel.”
Thesein more modem times were called Philosophers,.
and were veneratedas sacredpersonsof the brightest
partsandgenius; suchmenas,thesein all ageshavebeen
lookedupon by the judicious as the greatestblessingto
the communitieswherethey dwelt, andtheArt theywere
in possessionof esteemed“Royal,” aspractisedby Kings
andPrinces.

Noah,finding The superiorityof GeometryandArchitec-

____ ___________________________________________________________________________________________
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ture overthe restof the Sciences,sent Shemto Asia and
Japhetto Europe,while he continuedin the City he built
at the foot of Mount Ararat, and convenedLodgesunder
them, with full powersand instructionsin all the degrees
of Masonry. The officers of the first Royal Ark Lodge
havingexpelledHam to A.frica, who carriedhis curseand
markwith him, at this time consideredhowa permanent
Ark Lodgeought to beestablished,whenimmediatelywere
presentedto their view brotherly love, and unimpeach-
able fidelity, asthe most proper basis for so glorious an
institution, whoseaimit was to establishunity amongits
members. They no soonerset to work than the Grand
Commander of the Universe instantly inspired men of
similar opinions and mannersto unite, while secrecy,
prudence,morality,andeverysocialandreligiousdutywas
cultivatedamongstthem. Thus, while they attendedon
GeometryandArchitectureon oneside,andthe precepts
of WisdomandEthics on the other, everywish andtem-
poral blessinghas attendedthe fraternity, and in this
manner it has been providentially preserved to the
presentera.

It is true that Ark Masonry, like every other part of
the sublimescience,has met with calimany andslander,
easierhit off than praise, but unmovedby envy or by
lucre, the championsof Royal Ark Masonry still pre-
servein keepingtheir laudableinstitution,andlive in an
affectionandfriendshipwith eachother, rarely to be met
with evenamongstthosewhom the ties of consanguinity
ought to bind in the strongestmanner.

(The following addressmaybe left out at pleasure.)
ADDRESS.

[This particular intercourse,by uniting underthe en~
dearingname of Brother, a name given not as an idle
compliment or as a mere parade of words, but in a

D
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mannerwhich holds out the most intimate union, and
diffuses a pleasurewhich no other institution canboast
of, havingin its possessionall the valuablerequisitesof a
true Brotherhood. It is in an Ark Lodge thatmerit and
ability secureto their possessorshonourableregard and
respectabledistinction. This every one receiveswith un-
affectedcomplacencyand delight. Eachexerts himself
for the general good without vanity and without fear.
No onecontendsfor superiority, emulationis only with a
view to please. The man of shining abilities and those
unblessedwith such ornamentsare equally admitted,all
may perform their parts suitable to the distinguishing
test, and a social familiarity runs thi’ough the whole.
Their pleasuresare never embittered by ungrateful re-
flexions, but produce a sereneand lasting composureof
mind, their conversationbeing such during their assem-
blies as is conductedwith perfect decency,for they hold
an universalmaxim—that in all their meetings they are
never to speak of an absentBrother but with respect,
consequentlyifi-nature is excludedand all satire is for-
bidden,by which rules decencynever runs anyrisk, and
in the most mirthful times the conversationof a Royal
Ark Mariner may be said to be only wisdom in good
humour, for althougha Brother may mistakeasa man
(for no one is perfect) yet he has time, courage, and
opportunityto recoverhimself.

Thus, Brethren, has the antiquity of our excellent
institution, the universality of its plan with the moral
rectitudeandpurity of its design claimed a decidedpre-
eminenceover every bond of union, and may thenoble-
nessof soul which first suggestedits institution andthe
benevolenceof heart, which has ever prevailedamongst
its members,prompt and inspire you with the same
virtues, so that under the auspicesof thQ Grand Corn-
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manderof the LTniverse you may flourish and prosper,..
remainingthe subjectsof lastingadmiration.]

P. 0.—I now call on the Grand Scribe to read the
Petitionand the Charter,which has beengrantedby the
GrandLodge, authorisingthe Royal Ark Marinersnamed
thereinto form and hold a Lod~e of the Fraternity.

The Scribereadsasdirected.
P. 0.—BrothersRoyal Ark Mariners, I must inquiL~e

whetheryou approveof Bro. —— as your first Com-
mander.

(The Membersof the Lodgerise, andplacingeheirright
handsout, respond—Wedo.)

MUSIC.
(The Deputy Commanderthen presentthe Commander

designateto the PresidingOfficer.)
D. C.—Most Worshipful Grand Commander,I present

to you Bro. , who has been chosenasthe first Com-
manderof this new Lodge, and pray you to constitute,
inaugurate,and dedicatethe Lodge, and enthronethe
Commanderin Antient form.

Pres.0.—Conductour Bro. to theEast.
(The New Commanderis placed on the left of the

Throne.)
Chant.—Somote it be.
(TheAltar is now uncoveredby the GrandSuperinten-

dent of Works, and three Past Commanderstake the
Corn, Wine, andOil roundthe Lodgethus—

1st Past Com.—(Scatteringthe Corn) I scatter this
Corn as an emblemof plenty.

(PresidingCommanderleavesthe Throne in the East,
andtaking the triangle, whichhe holds up, says:)

P. 0.—To the Grand Commanderof the Universe,I
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dedicatethis Royal Ark Lodge, and may His blessingbe
on its members.

(All respond)So mote it be.
2ndPastCom.—(Proceedingroundasbefore)I spi’inlde

this Wine as a symbol of joy.
P. O.—(Holding up Sceptre)I dedicatethis Lodgeto

Royal Ark Masonry. May the Brethrendwell togetherin
• Faith, Hope,andLove.

(All resjond)So mote it be.
3rd Past Com.—(Proceedinground as before) I pour

.this Oil as a token of Peace.
P. O.—(Readsliv. Isaiah,8, 0, and 10 verses.)
(The Past Commandersthen perai2abulatethe Lodge

with the GrandO~cersin processionthreetimes,halting
in the East,wherehe gives the DedicationPrayer.)

PRAYER..
PastCom.—Thou,Great and Glorious Commanderof

the Universe,whosegoodnessextendsto all Thy child.ren
in an especialmanner, look down upon this Lodge, and
bless the membersof it with a largeportion of Thy love,
that they may strive to support their Commander,as a
wiseMaster Builder, in erecting such an edifice as may
overtop the skies, and, like Jacob’s ladder, press the
starryregions,leadingtheir souls to the Divine centreof
the Heavens.

(All) Somote it be.
APPROPRIATE MUSIC.

(PresidingCommanderthen dedicatesthe Lodgeasfol-
lows.)

P. 0.—In the nameof the GrandCommander,and as
the represe~tationof the Grand.Lodge of the Order, I
herebyinauguratethis Lodg~ under the title of the
Lodge, No. — on the Roll of the Antient andHonourable
Fraternity of 1~oyal Ark M~riner~. Henceforth, worthy
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Brethren, you are empoweredto assembleas a regular-
Lodge, and to elevate regularly advancedM. M. M. as
Brethren of the Order, accordingto antientcustom,and
as I thus dedicate this Lodge to Ark Masonry,so may
you be dedicatedto the serviceof the GrandCommander
of the Universehereandhereafter.

(The PresidingCommanderreturnsto his Throne,and
the Brethrenresumetheir seats.)

DeputyCom.—~fay the God of our fathers,the God of
Abraham,Isaac,andJacobbless us andkeepus for ever---
more.

Chant.
Somote it be.

INVESTITURE OF OFFICERS.
TO SENIOR WARDEN JAPHET.

P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Senior Warden or--
Japhetof this Royal Ark Lodge. I thereforeinvest you
with the Jewel of your Office, which is a Triangle, with
the letter J. within its three sides. Your placeis in the
North-West.

TO JUNIOR WARDEN SHE~I.

P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Junior Warden or
Shemof this Royal Ark Lodge. I thereforeinvestyou
with the Jewel of your Office, which i~ a Triangle,with
the letter S. within its threesides. Your placeis in the
South-West.

TO ThEASURER.

P. O.—Bro.—You have been [re] electedTreasurer,I
therefore have much pleasurein investing you with the
Jewelof your Office, which is a Triangle,within the three
sidesof which is a Key. The qualitieswhich recommend
a Treasurerare accuracyand fidelity. It is your duty t&
receiveanddisburseall moniesthe propertyof the Lodge.
according to antient custom, with the approval of the-
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members,and I am certain you will (continueto) do so.
• Your placeis in the North-West.

TO SCRIBE.
P. O.—Bro.—You are appointed Scribe of this Royal

Ark Lodge. I thereforeinvestyou with the Jewelof your
Office, which is a Triangle, within the three sides of
which are Two Penscrossed. The qualitieswhich i’ecom-
menda Scribeare promptitudein issuingthenotifications
of the Worshipful CommanderNoah; punctuality in
attendingthe meeting of the Lodge, discrimination in
judgingwhat is Properor improper to be reducedto writ-
ing, fidelity andintegrity; and I have no doubtthat y~u
wiLl discharge your duties in a mannerwhich will be
honourableto yourselfandsatisfactoryto the Lodge.

TO DIRECTOR OF CERE3IONIES.

P. O.—Bro.—YouareappointedDirectorof Ceremonies.
I thereforeinvest you with the Jewelof yourOffice, which
is a Triangle, within the three sides of which are Two
Wandstied. You will be careful that the utmost order
anddecorumbe observedon all occasions,andI haveno
doubt you will give to your duties all that study and
attentionwhich their importancedemands. Your placeis
in the South-West.

TO ORGANIST.
P. O.—Bro.—YouareappointedOrganistof this Royal

Ark Lodge. I thereforeinvestyou with the Jewelof your
Office, which is an Antient Lyre within the threesidesof
a Triangle. Your capacityfor the office is sowell known
that I needdo no more than remind you thatpunctuality
is a necessityof your duties,in orderthat the Ceremonies
maybe performedin a suitablemanner,andaccordingto
antientcustom. Your placeis in the North.

TO SENIOR DEACON.

P. O,—Bro.—YouareappointedSenior Deaconof this
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Royal Ark Lodge. I therefore invest you with the Jewel
of your Office, which is a Triangle. The office coufided
to you, thoughsubordinate,is equally important in its
duties with any in the Lodge; I trust you will execute
them with a promptitute and propriety of demeanour
which will give them their proper effect. Your placeis
in the East.

TO JUNIOR DEACON.

P. O.—Bro.—Youare appointedJunior Deaconof this
Royal Ark Lodge. I there invest you with the Jewelof
your Office, which is a Triangle. It is important that
you should have a thoroughknowledge of the duties of
yolu office, in order to assist the Senior Deaconin the
preparationand introduction 0±’the Candidates. Your
placeis in the South.

TO GUARDIAN.

P. O.—Bro.-—You areappointedGuardianof thisRoyal
Ark Lodge. I thereforeinvestyou with the Jewelof your
Office, which is Two Axes crossedwithin a Triangle.
Your duty is to GuardtheLodge, andseethat noneenter
without the proper Passwordsand Signs, unless well
vouched for. Your regular and early attendancewill
afford the bestproofof yourattachmentto the Order.

TO STEWARD.

P. O.—Bro.—You are appointedStewardof this Royal
Ark Lodge. I thereforeinvestyou with the Jewelof your
Office, a Cornucopiawithin the three sidesof a Triangle.
Thedutiesof your office are to seethat the tablesarepro-
perly furnishedat refreshment,and that everyBrotheris
suitably provided for, and generally to assist the other
Officers in the dischargeoI’ their respectiveoffices.

TO WARDER.

P. O.—Bro.—You are electedWarderto this RoyalArk
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Lodge, to wardoff the approachof eavesdroppersandim-
properpersons;to seethatall Brethrenareduly qualified
andproperlyclothed. As the first applicationof visitors
is generallymade to the Warder, your station will often
presentyou to the observationof strangers,it is therefore
essentiallynecessarythat he who sustainsthe office you
are enLrusted with, should be of good morals, steady
habits, strict discinline, temperate,affable, and descreet.
I trust that you will perform with fideliLy the trust
reposedin you, with a jnst regard for the honour and
reputationof oiu Antient Order.

THE END OF ROYAL ARK MARINERS’ DEGREE.







7TROIMTCTORY REMARKS.

—:0:—

Tins Degree now assumesgreatimportancefrom the fact
that it hasvery lately been restoredto English Masonry
by its Grand Lodge, and conferredno longer by the
toleranceof the Masonicauthorities,but undertheir sanc-
tion. The historyof this degreeis still involvedin doubt
asto its origin. The lateDr. Oliver saysthatancientlyit
was a degreeleading to the Master Mason’schair. An
American writer says “it has been claimed as forming
formerly apart of the seconddegree,as the RoyalArch
was of the third, it is perfectly certain that noneof the
ceremoniesnowusedin this degreebelongedto theFellow
CraftDegreeatthe revival in 1817.”

“How” says “that in Englandthe Mark Degreeis al-
togethera distinct institution, the onlyqualificationbeing,
hat the candidate should be a duly certified Master
Mason. In Scotlandconsiderableimpqrtanceis attached
to theMark Masterin connexionwith the RoyalArch.”
This is also the casein America, whereit is placedas the
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Fourthin the Primary or the CapitularDegrees. There
is a close connexion between the second and fourth
degrees,inasmuchas the first namedshowsthe necessary
dutiesof life, the last insistsonthenecessityof performing
themwith systematicregularity.

A notableevent in the history of this degreeoccurred
on the 2nd of October, 1872, when the Mark Masonsof
Scotlandand Englandwere formally united. This im-
portanteventtook placeat the Freeniasons’Hall, Cooper
Street, Manchester,and it took years of patient toil to
bring this fusion about. It is difficult to overra:e the
importanceof this event. The Provincial Grand Master
of Lancashire,Bro. RomaineCallander, has,by virtue of
his position, substantialpower, and this was provedby
the fact that the gatheringof the Brethrenfrom all parts
of the UnitedXingdom had been broughttogetherat the
summonsoftheGrandMasterof Mark Masons. Amongst
those who were present from first to last were—Lord
Leigh, the Earl of Limerick, Lord Skelnaersdale,theEarl
Bective, Sir Frederick Wifliams, Colonel Burdett, Bro.
the Rev. RaymondPortal, Mark GrandMaster, and a
long list of Grand Officers more or less distinguished
Masons. The proceedingscommencedat noon,andwere
continueduntil twelve at night, and of the 200 Brethren
who were engagedin them many of them hadtravelled
800 miles to be presentat this auspiciousmeeting. The
ProvincialGrandLodge of Lancashirewas openedpunc-
tually at onep.m.,when the English Mark Masonscom-
posingit transactedthe businessof their provinceunder
the presidencyof Bro. Romaine C~laiader. Half-an-hour
later the LancashireMark Masons,who hadbeen until
nowunderthe jurisdiction of the Grand Chapterof Scot-
land, openedtheir GrandLodge for the lasttime in Lan-
cashire. Thenfollowed the real businessof the day, the
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businessthat hadcalledso many Brethrentogetherfrom
distantparts. The GrandMaster of Mark Masonstook
the chair, the articles of union betweenthe two sets of
Masonswereread,and their fusion under one head,and
with one code of constitutional regulations, formally
agreedto, and adoptedby th? consentingparties, Bro.
RomaineCallanderbeing reinstalledas GrandMasterof
the United Province, Bro. Lord Skelmersdalewas ap-
pointedhis Deputy, and the odier Offices were regu1ari~
filled.

No countycould have more >stly claimed the honour
of having this eventoccurin it thanLancashire,in which
there are Seventy-six Craft Lodges, giving a result of
somethousandsof Freemasons. BrotherPortal,as Mark
GrandMaster,gaveeloquent testimony to the rapidpro-
gress and enduring influence of this Dcgree, and Bro.
Parkinson,in an eloquentdiscourseon the Degree,traced
in the personof the Earl of Car~arvon,Lord Hohnersdale,
the Earl of Limerick, Lord Leigh, and W. B. Beach,
M.P.,the indissolubleconnectionbetweenthere-organized
leadersof the Mark Degreeand.Craft-Masoniy.

“One of the traditions among Masonsrelatesthat the
Degreeof Mark Master Mason was instituted sevendays
after the foundation stone of King Solomon’s Temple
was laid, when the three Grand Mastersassembled,the
Mastersof all the Lodgesof Fellow Crafts, andconferred
on them this Degree. At the same time the Grand
Masters establishedthese admirable regulations for the
inspectionof the materials as they came from the quar-
ries, which so readily enabledthe Overseersto detect
imperfectwork. According to this tradition this Degree
at its institution was conferrednot only as an honorary
rewardfor previous industry, skill, and fidelity, but also
as an encouragementto perseverein well doing; it was
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also still ftu’ther designedas a practicalmeansfor pre-
servingdue disciplineand oversightat the erectionof the
Temple.”

Section First eiplains the preparatorycircumstances
attendingthe advancementof the candidate,the stations
andduties of the various officers, and the ceremoniesof
convocating and opening a Mark Master Lodge, and
displays one of the principal eventswhich characterizes
this Degree.

Section Two illustrates the foundation and hist~v of
the Degree,and impressesuponthe mind of the candidate,
in a strikingmanner,the importanceof a strict observance
of his obligation to be ever ready to stretch forth his
handfor the relief of indigent and worthy brethren. A
variety of interesting circumstancesconnectedwith the
building of King Solomon’s Templearedetailed,andthe
marksof distinction which were in useamongour ancient
brethrenareexpla.ined.

We are indebtedto Bro. Jas.L. Gould,M.A., 880, for
the following remarkson this degree. “The Mark is the
appropriateJewelof a Mark Master Mason. The origin
of the Mark is unknown. Thetraditions of the Orderare
to the effectthat therewere threeclassesof Fellow Crafts
employed at the building of King Solomon’s Temple.
Oneclasswroughtin the clayeygroundsbetweenSuccoth
and Zeradatha,the second in the forests of Lebanon,
while the third or principal class was employedin the
quarriesof Zarthan. Thosewho wrought in the quarries
wereeighty thousandin number, divided into Lodgesof
eightyeach. Over eachof theseLodgespresideda Mark
Ma,Bter and two Mark Men asWardens. Eachof these
Craftsmen was obliged to select a device which was
recordedin a scroll kept for that purpose,andthereupon
becamethe “Mark” of the brother, and could not be
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alteredor changed. A copy of this Mark the Craftsman
was required to put on all his work, and thus every
persons’work could be readily distinguished,and praise
or censurebe correctly bestowedwithout mistakes. By
this wise precautionsuch a vastbody of menwere easily
and correctly paid, and by its meansthe workmenwere
enabledto put togetherwith such facility and precision
the materialswhen conveyedfrom the quarriesto Mount
Moriah. The Marks usedby oiu ancient brethrenare
saidto havebeeninventedby HiramAbiff, andconsisted
of combinationsof the square,the level, the plump, and
the cross. Thetouthof thesetraditionsis verified by the
fact that suchmarkswere in useby the operativeMasons
of the Middle Ages. Steinbenner,in describingthe giiilds
of Stonemasonsof Germany,says, that if thecandidat&s
qualifications were deemedsatisfactory“he was at once
taught the salute, or ‘Gruss,’ and the token or ‘Hand-
schenk,’ by which he could make himself known as a
travelling Fellow Craft. He also received a distinctive
mark,which he was thenceforthobliged to placeon all his
work.” Similar marksareto be foundamongall ancient
ruins, and greatnumbersof themhave beencollectedand
describedby M. Didron, andalso by G. Goodwin,Esq., a.
memberof the Society of Antiquaries. Within a. few
yearssimilar marks have been discoveredin Mexico and
.CentralAmerica.”

The primary use of the Mark was, undoubtedly,that
abovementioned,but they also very naturallycameto be
an equivalent in all transactionsfor the owner’s name,
andhencetheir usein thepaymentofwages. Hence,too,
the “Mark” becamethe Jewelof the Mark MasterMason,
and was investedwith the samepropertiesas were at-
tachedto the Roman “TesseraHospitalis,” or Hospitable
token. When two personsin ancient timesdesiredsome



43 THE MARX MASTER’S DEGREE.

emblemof their friendship, they selecteda pieceof bone,
metal,or stone,and engravedupon it their names,their
initials, or somedevice, this they divided into two pieces,
eachtaking one. This wascalled a “TesseraHospitalis.”
and becamethe pledge of a friendship and attachment
which nothingwaspermittedto destroy.

The “Mark” may be made of any durablematerial,
a&L is generallyin the form ofa “Key-stone,” on oneside
is engravedthe owner’s name, chapter, and date of his
advancement. On the other side must be engravedin a
circular form the following eight letters—H.T. W. S. S.
T. Ii. S. Within this circle of letters is engravedthe
device selectedby the brother, and whenoncechosenthe
whole shouldbe drawnor recordedin a book kept for that
purpose,andit is thensaid to be recordedin the “Lodge
Book of Marks.”

Theuse of this Jewel is thus beautifully describedby
Dr. A. G. Mackey. “This Mark is not a mere orna-
mentalappendageof the Degree, but is a sacredtokenof
the rites of frier~tshipand brotherly love, and its presen-
tation at any time by the owner to anotherMark Master
would claim from the latter certain acts of friendship
which areof solemnobligationamong the Fraternity. A
Mark thuspresentedfor the purposeof obtaininga favour
is saidto be pledged,though remainingin the possession
of the owner. Nor can it be again used by him until,
eitherby the return of the favour, or the consentof the
benefactor,it hasbeenredeemed;for it is a positive law
of the Orderthat no Mark Master shall pledgehis Mark
a secondtime until he hasredeemedit from its previous
pledge.”

The symbolic colour of the Mark Degree is purple.
The Apron is of white lambskin,edgedwith purple,and
the collar of purple, edgedwith gold.
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A Candidatereceiving this Degree is said to be “ad-
vancedto thehonoraryDegreeof a Mark Master.”

Lodges of Mark Master Masons are dedicatedto
H.A.B.

The Principal Officers of a Lodge of Mark Master
Masonsare—

1. Worshipful Master;
2. SeniorWarden;
8. JuniorWarden;
4. MasterOverseer;
5. SeniorOverseer;
6. JuniorOverseer;

besidesthesethereareSenior and JuniorDeacons,Inner
andOuterGuard,the latter called Tyler, Treasurer,and
Secretary.

—:0:—

THE ANTEEM.
Air.—God savethe Queen.

Mark Mastersall appear
Beforethe Chief Overseer,

In concertmove;
Let him yourwork inspect;
For the Chief Architect,
If therebeno defect,

He will approve.

You whohavepassedthesquare,
Foryour rewardsprepare,

Joinyourheartandhand;
Each with his mark in view,
March with the just andtrue;
Wagesto you are due,

At your command.
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Hiram, the widow’s son,
Sentunto Solomon—

Our greatKey-stone;
On it appearsthe name
Which raisesthe high fame’
Of all to whom the same

Is truly known.

Now to the Westwardmove,
Where,full of strengthandlove,.

Hiram doth stand;
But if impostersare
Mii’d with the worthy there,
Caution themto beware

Of the rfg Jzc Aan4
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OPENING THE LODGE.

W. M.—Bro. J. W.! what is the first care of everr
Mark MasterMason?

J. W.—To seethat the Lodge is•properlyTylecL
W. M.—Direct thatduty to be done.
J. W.—Bro. I. G. seethat the Lodge is- properlyTyled.

- I. G.—(Knocks1, 1, 11) Bro. J.W., the Lodge is pro--
perly Tyled.

J. W.—(Knocks1, 1, ii) W. M., the Lodgeis properly-
Tyled.

W. M.—Bro. S. W.! what is thenextcare?
S. W.—To see that the Brethrenappearto order as;

Mark MasterMasons.
W. M.—To order, Brethren, as Mark Master Masons..

—Bro. J. W., how many principal officers are there in.:
theLodge?

J. W.—Six, viz., the Worshipful Master, Senior
Warden,Junior Warden and. Master Senior,and Junior
Overseers.
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W. M.—Bro. J. 0. whereis your stationin the Lodge9
J. 0.—At the SouthGate.
W. M.—Your duty?
J. 0.—To guard that gate, examineall materialsfor

building the Holy Temple, and,if approvedto passthem
to the 5. 0. for furtherinspection.

W. M.—Bro. S. 0. your situation?
S. 0.—At the WestGate.
W. M.—Your duty?
S. 0.—To guard that Gate, examineall materialsfor

that Holy Temple that may be forwarded to me by the
Jun. Or., and if approved,to pass them to the Master
Overseerfor his inspection.

W. M.—Bro. Mr. Or.! where is your station in the
Lodge?

Mr. 0r.—At theEastGate.
W. M.—Your duty?
M. 0.—To guard that Gate,examineall materialssent

to me for the Holy Temple, and in any caseof difficulty
or doubt to call a Council of Assist.,Bro. Overseers.

W. M.—Bro J.W., your situationin the Lodge?
J.W.—In the South.
W. M.—Why are you placedthere?
3. W.—To observethe Sun at its meridian, to call the

Brethrenfrom labour to refreshment,and from refresh-
ment to labour,andto be awareof, andpunishimposters.

W. M.—Bro. S. W., your situationin theLodge?
S. W.—In theWest.
W. M.—Why areyou placedthere?
S. W.—To Mark the settingSun,to closethe Lodgeby

commandof the W. M., and to pay the Mark Masters
their wages,if anybe due.

W. M.—Whereis the Masters’place?
P~t ~f ~ei,—In the East.
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W. M:.—Wh~ is he placedthere?
P. IVf.—As the Sun rises in the East to open and

enliven the day, so is the W. M. placed in the Eastto
open the Lodge, and to instruct the Brethrenin Mark
Masonry.

W. M-—The Lodgebeingduly formed; beforeI declare
it openlet us invoketheblessingof the GrandOverseerof
the Universe, and may our labours thus begun in peace
be conductedin order, and closed in harmony. In the
nameof the Grd. Overseerof the Universe,I declarethe
Lodgeopenfor the instruction and improvementof Mark
Masters(Knocks1, 1, 11).

S. W.—Knocks 1, 1, 11.
J. W.—Knocks 1, 1, 11.
I. G.—Knocks1,1, 11, on door to 0. G.
0. G.—Knocks1, 1,11, on outsidedoor.

—:0:

CEREMONY OF ADVANCEMENT.
Tyler.—Knockson outsideof door ii, 1.
I. G.—Bro. Jun.Warden! thereis a report.
J. W.—(Knocks1, 1, 11) W. Master, thereis a report.
W. M.—You will enquirewho seeksadmission.
I. G.—(Opensdoor and enquiresof the Tyler outside)

Whomhaveyouthere?
Tyler.—Bro. A. B.,whohasservedhis time as a Fellow

Craft, is now desirousof becoming a Mark Master, to
qualify him to presideover a Lodgeof OperativeMasons.

I. G.—How doeshe hopeto obtainthatprivilege?
Tyler.—By the help of the Grd. Overseerof the Univ

verse,andthe benefitof aPassGrip andWord.
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I. G.—Is he in possessionof them?
Tyler.—He is not~but I will give them forhimz
(Colloquy repeatedbetweenI. G. andW. M.)
W. M.—Let him be admittedin dueform.
(Candidateis introduced betweenthe two Deacons.one

of whom applies0—1 to l—t b—t, striking it with M—t,
saying—”Takeheedon what you enter.”)

W. M.—Let the Candidatekneel while the Blessingof
Heavenis invokedon our proceedings.

Chaplain.—Wesupplicatethe continuanceof Thzeaid,
Oh Merciful Lord, on behalf of ourselvesand him who
now seeks advancementin our Order, we humbl~ pray
Thee that Brotherly love, relief, and truth may always
prevailamongstthe membersof this Lodge, andthat this
bond of union may continueto strengthenthe Lodges
throughoutthe World.

P. M.—Somote it be!
W. M.—Let the Candidaterise! Sincc the building

of King Solomon’s Temple, and the institution of the
Degreeof Mark Master,asnow practised,a regulationhas
been niade amongst the craft that no one should be
advancedto the rank which you now desire unless he
has been previously raised to the Sublime Degree of
Master Mason, have you attained that high honor.

Cand.—Ihave.
W. M.—Give me the proof?
(Cand. givesme the signs, &c., of the third Degree.)
W. M.—In former times it was the Custom in all

Fellow craft Lodges for eachF. C. to choosea Mark by
which hiswork might be knownto his Overseer,thisMark
must consist of three, five, seven,nine, or eleven lines,
or salient points joined together by lines, the figure
selectedbeingone not previously borne by a Bro. of the
sameLodge,nnd~lic Triangle always excepted,thatbeing
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the Mark Masters Mark of approval, they were at the
same time taught how to presenttheir Mark at the
Wardens’wicket to receivetheir wagesas Mark Masters
or Mark Men, the Sen.Deaconwill nowleadyou to the
RegistrarsTableto choosea markby which your future
work may be recognised.

S. D.—(to Candidate) It is my duty to inform you
that a copy of whatever mark may be choosenby you
will be inserted in the Registerof this Lodge, and will
be returnedfor Registrationin the Books of Grd. Lodge,
andcannothereafterbe changed,you will be permittedto
wearit on the Jewelwhich this entitlesyou to wear.

(Candidate select his Mark, after which the S. D.
conductshim to the W. M., and says)

S. D.—W. M.! the Mark which our Bro. hasselected
is aptly chosenandclearly defined.

(The W. M. placesTriangle aroundthe Mark andsays)
•W. M.—Bro. A. B.! I admirethe ability displayedin the

selectionof yourMark, suchingenuitydeservesencourage-
ment. Putforth yourhand. therefore with the fingersin
thisposition ,nowplace the mark in , and
cover it with ball of thumb thus,andso presentit at the
S. W.’s Wicket, and receive the wages due to patient
industryandmerit.

(S. D. conductshim to the S. W.’s wicket andgives
Knocksof FellowCraft.)

S. W.—Whomhaveyou there?
S.D.—Bro. A. B., a trustyFellowCraft,who hasworked

well and worthily six days or less at King Solomon’s
Temple,now comesby commandof the W. M. to receive
the wagesdueto patientindustryandmerit.

S. W.—How shall I know him to be entitledto receive
them?

S. D.—By the Sign I now offer! (givesit.)



T~ MARX MASTERS DEGREE.

S. W.—I acknowledgethe correctnessof the S. and
havepleasurein presentingto him tribute awarded! Use
it andnot abuseit, andgo on your way rejoicing! Pass
Bro. —

S. W.—TakesCandidatesright handandBays.
S. W.—W. 31! I presentto you Bro. —, who has

servedhis time as a F. C., a Candidateproperlyprepared
to be advancedto the Degreeof Mark Master,of whichhe
is desirous,thathemaybe enabledto presideoveraDegree
of OperativeMasons.

W. M.—Bro. S. W.! yourpresentationshallbe attended
to, for which purposeyou will direct the S. I). to instruct
the Candidateto advancedto the P— in dueform.

S. W.—Bro. S. D. it is the W. M.’s commandthatyou
instruct the Candidateto advanceto the Eastby proper
steps.

S. D.—Themethodof advancingfrom W. to B. in this
Degreeis by, &c.

W. M.—As in everyDegreethe SecretsofFreemasonry
are to be kept separateanddistinct, an 0. B. similar in
many respectsto thosein the formerDegreeswill be re-
quiredof them,areyou preparedto takeit?

Cand.—Iam.
W. M.—Thenyou will placeboth repeat

your namesand sayafter me I—in the
presenceof the Grand Ovr. of the U., and this worthy
worshipful andregularly constitutedLodge of Mark Mrs.
do herebyand hereon sincerelyandsolemnly S. that I
will never divnlge any or either, &c., to anyonein the
world unlessit be to atrueandregularlyadvancedBro. or
Bros. whom I have sufficient reasonto believehas come
by themin aslegal amanneras I am about to do, or in
thebody of a regularlyconstitutedandwarrantedLodgeof
Mark Mrs., consisting of three or more. That I will
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acknowledgethe Supremacyof the Grd. Lodge of Mark
Mrs. of Englandand Walesand the Dependanciesof the
British Crown, andin every respectconformto the regu-
lations thereof; that I will obeythe lawsand regulations
of the — Lodgeof Mark Mrs., No. —, which I will always
acknowledgeto be my Mother Lodgeof Mark Mrs. That
I will receive a Bros. Mark when presentedto me, and
grant his requestif just and in my power, the samenot
being detrimentalto myself or connections,but I shall
not feelmyselfboundto relievehim until he hasredeemed
his Mark from his former 0. B! to all thesepoints I
solemnlyengagemyself to observeunder no less penalty
on the violation of eitherof themthan that of
so help me the Gr. 0. of the U., and keepme steadfastin
this my solemn0. B. of a Mark Mr.

W. M.—As a pledge,&c., four times, &c., arise!
newly obligated Mark Master: You will now proceedto
the Quarriesto preparea specimenof yourwork.

(The Can. retires. The Overs.take their seatsat their
respectiveP—in centreof Lodge, in advance,respectfully,
of the W. M., Sr.and Jr. Wardens,eachwith Mallet and
Square. A reportis made,the reply to enquiryis given,
andworkmenfrom the Quarries,&c., areannounced,the
S. D. with SquareAshlar; J. D. with oblongAshlar; and
Cand., with K. Sts., enter, and in that order present
themselvesat the left of J. Or., giving knocks1, 1, 11.)

J. 0.—Whomhaveyou there?
S. D.—Workmenfrom the Quarries,with Materialsfor

the Holy Templeat Jerusalem,which they are anxiousto
submitfor your inspection.

J. 0.—I will examinethemwith pleasure!
(ReceivesSqr.Ashlar. S. D. appliesthe Square,gives

knocks 1, 1, 11 upon it, and says)
J. 0.—This is fair work and squarework, andsuchas
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is requiredfor the building, andsuchas I wasorderedto
receive.

S. D.—WiIl you give me the PassWd.
J. 0.—I will, that you maypassthe W. Gate.
(Samecolloquy with J. D. with rectangularstone,Can.

didatethen presentsin the samemannerthe K. St.,which
is testedandexaminedasbefore.)

J. 0.—This is a curiouslywroughtstone,neithersquare
nor oblong; I cannotreceiveit.

Can.—Will you give me the PassWd?
.1. 0.—I cannot; your work not being in accordance

with my plan.
After leaving the J. Or. the Deaconsin turn present

themselvesin like mannerto ~heSenior Overseer,who
examinesthematerial submittedto him, making similar
remarks. Cand. then presentshimself with Key-stone,
andafter testingit the Senioroverseersays—

S. Or.—This is a curiously wrought stone, neither
square nor oblong, nor such in any respectas my m-
structionswill enableme to pass! Give me the Pass
Word you receivedfrom the Jun. Or. at the SouthGate?

Cand.—Hedeclined to give it me, informing me that
my work wasnot in accordancewith his plan.

Sen. Or.—NeitherI cangive you the PassWord of the
WestGates. You can, however,if you like submityour
work to theMaster Overseeras thoughit is not in accor-
dancewith my plan, yet from the masterlyskill displayed
in its executionI am unwilling to reject it on my own
responsibility,or youcanreturnto the Quarriesandthere
prepareotherandbetterevidenceof yourability.

(The Deaconsin turn presentthemselvesto the Master
Overseerwho, after examining the materials,addresses
them in similar terms, the Ashlars being receivedand
depositedin a placeof safetythe Cand.thenpresentshim-
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self with Key-stone, and Mr. Overseer after testing it
says)

M. 0.—This is a cmiously wrought stone,anddoesnot
in anyshapeconform to my plans,or to the instructions
I havereceivedfor the inspectionof materials. Give me
the PassWord!

Cand.—Icannot! the Overseersat the Southand West
Gatecleclin.ed to give it me.

Mr. Or.—And yet you have presumedto make your
way to the East Gate, andto presentyourselfbeforeme,
standasidewhile I call a council of my Bro. Overseers.

(NOTE!—The portion of the ceremony in which the
Overseersare introduced may be worked by the J. D.
first presentinghimself with theF rectangularAshlar to
eachOverseerin succession,followed by the Sen.Deacon
with the SquareAshlar in like manner, and then the
Cand. with the Key-stone, thus making three separate
examinationsinsteadof two asabovegiven.)

(Mast. Overseersoundshis Gavel.)
M. 0.—Bros.Overseers!when we were selectedby the

W. M. to aid in the work confided to his care, chargeof
the three gateswas entrustedto us, with ample instruc-
tions as to our severalduties, notwithstandingthesein-
structions you have allowed this stoneto passyour re-
spectivegates,though it in no way answersto ourplans
anddescriptions,I ambound,therefore,not only to reject
it, but to demandan explanationof this neglectof your
duties,andyour reasonsfor permitting this stoneto pass
your inspection.

J. 0.—I confessthat I did allow the stone to be re-
ceived at the South Gate, but before permitting the
Candidateto enterI informed him that the work wasnot
of the descriptionI hadordersto pass,althoughfrom the
skill displayedin its execution, and from its beautyand
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workmanship,I felt unwilling to reject it on my own
responsibility,andallowedit to passthe SouthGates,but
did not give him the PassWord.

S. 0.—Promptedby the samefeelings which actuated
my Bro. J. Overseer, I madesimilar observationsto the
Craftsman,andnot willing to undertakethe responsibility
of rejectingthe stoneI left him free to returnor passon to
the EastGate,if willing to incur the risk, but refusedto
give him the PassWord; to which his work did not
entitle him.

M. 0.—Bro. Overseers,I accept your explanationsas
someexcusefor what I previouslyregardedasa breachof
Masonic duty, but the orders of our Grd. Master being
peremptoryto receive only such stonesfor the building
of the Holy Temple as are either squareor oblong, and
markedandnumberedby a regular Mark MasterMason.
We haveno option but to condemnand rejectthis stone
asunavailablefor the work, you will thereforeorderit to
be “heavedover” amongthe rubbish! (Which is doneby
the Deaconsin the proper manner. The Pedestalsare
removedand the Overseersresumetheir original seats.
Brethrenmoveaboutthe Lodge.)
• W. M.—Bro. Sen..Wardenwhat is the cause of this
confusion?

S. W.—It is the sixth hour of the sixth day of the
week, andI presumethat the Craftsmenare impatientto
receivetheirwages.

W. M.—Bro. Deacons! you have my command to
assemblethe Craftsmenin processionto the office of the
S. W. to receivetheir wages,and do you Bro. J.W. pro-
ceed1~o dischargeyour specialduty.

(The Brethren march round the Lodge chantingthe
ic!. M.’s Hymn, “Mark Masonsall appear,”&c., eachputs



TEE MA~ XASTEES DEGREE. 61

his hand into the S. W.’s wicket, the Cand. last whose
handis seizedby the S. W., who exclaims)

S. W.—An imposter! An imposter! (J. W. standing
at the left of S. W.. with his arm uplifted, says—)

J. W.—Off with his hand.
S. D.—Sparehim! sparehim! he is not animposter,

I vouchfor him as a Craftsman,havingworkedwith him
in the Quarries.

S. W.—I denouncehim as an imposter, having at-
temptedto receive the wagesof a Mark Masterwithout
giving the Token! The usualpenaltymustbeinflicted.

S. D.—If youwill confide the Craftsmanto my care,I
will takehim before the W. M., when, if he decidesthat
the penalty must be inflicted, I pledgemyself to see it
duly executed.

S. W.—On theseconditionsI releasehim.
(S. D. leadshim to the W. M., andsays)
S. D.—W. Master, this Craftsmanhasbeensuspected

as an imposter,and is chargedwith havingattemptedto
obtain the wages of a Mark Master without giving the
Token..

W. M.—(To Cand.) Are you aFellow Craftsman?
Cand.—Iam.
W. M.—I demandtheproofs.
Cand.—(GivesSign of F. C., the W. M. sternlyregard-

ing the Cand.says)
W. M.—Whilst acknowledgingyou asa F. C., I cannot

too strongly expressmy feelings that you should have
attemptedto obtainthe wages of a Mark Masterwithout
being justly entitled to them, and such conductmerits
severepunishment,no less than having I and
beingdebarredfrom all furtherprivilegesin Freemasonry.
But asyour fault appearsto havebeen the resultof inex-
perience,and not of any wilfal intention to defraud, I
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now orderyou to return to the quarries,whereI hopeyou
will be ableto producesomework which,whensubmitted
for inspection,maybe receivedand approved,andentitle
you to sharein the laboursof this Houble.Degree.

(The Cand.takesa seatnearthe Overseers.)
S. W.—W. lVfaster! the wcriz is at a standstill!
W. lVf.—On what account?
S. W.—Thewant of a Key-stone!
W. M.—I perfectly rememberissuing the designsfoi’

sucha stone! (here is a copy) Bro. J. Overseer,have
you seensucha stone?

(The W. M. shewsa copy.)
J. 0.—Sucha stonewas brought to me for inspection,

but not being in accordancewith my plan I passedit to
the Sen. Overseer.

W. M.—Bro. Sen.Overseer,what did you do with it?
S. 0.—Not beingin accordancewith my plan, or with

the instructionsI hadreceived,but possessinga. consider-
ableamountof beautyof workmanshipI passedit to the
MasterOverseerfor rejectionor approval.

W. M.—Bro. Master Overseerdo you recollect sucha
stonebeingsubmittedto you?

M. 0.—I do, W. Master,andseeingthat it wasneither
squarenoroblong, or in anyway answeringto my plans,
or suchas I was entrustedto receive, I orderedit to be
heavedover amongstthe rubbish, which wasaccordingly
done.

W. M.—Let diligent searchbe madefor it! it is the
most important stone in the building! richly rewarded
shallhe be whosucceedsin discoveringit I

(The Brethrensearchfor the stone, which is foundby
the Candidate.)

M. 0.—Thestoneis found.
W. M.—By whom.?
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M. 0.—Theskilful Fellow Craftsmanwho preparedit.
W. TvL—Let me see it! I congratulateyou on your

good fortune in being the bearerof this Key-stone.asit
entitlesyou to receive as.your recompensethe Secretsof
the Mark Master’sDegree,with whichI shall now proceed
to entrust you. You will thereforeadvanceto me as a
MasterMason,nowtakeanother— with your — as
before, that is the foiuth regularstepin Freemasonry,and
it is in that position that the Secretsof this Degreeare
communicated,they consistof a PassWord given on your
entranceto the Lodge, a PassGrip, by which you were
elevatedby theW. M. afteryour0. B., andaSign,Token,
and a Word peculiar to this degree,but before further
explanationit is my duty to claim your attentionwhile
the Rev. Chaplainreadsa portion of the Holy Word.

Chaplain.—(Reads2 Chron., chap.ii., verses11 to 16.)
W. M.—The PassGrip is given by — in form of a

which is called the 5— G— in Masonry, or a
of L—, in allusion to the mechanicalarrangementof
certain pieces of metal into a. stoneto enable operative
masonsto raise greatweights to certainheightswithout
encumbrance,whilst placing them on their properbasis.
The PassWord is —, andis said to havetakenits rise
either in consequenceof the Degreehaving been esta-
blished thereby H. A. before he went to Jerusalem,or
from theTimbers of the Temple,preparedin the Forests
of Lebanon, being carried there in floats by Sea, as
Masonictraditioninforms us that the shoreat thatplace
was so steepit was impossible to ascentfrom the rafts
without assistancefrom above, which was renderedby
personsstationedthere for the purpose, and by the S—
G—, which is called a L— of L—.. The Signspeculiar
to thisDegreeare— in number,viz.

(Chants~eyel~tions,chap.iii,, yex. 13.)
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W. M.—Of these the first, as in thc Fellow Crafts
Degree,is of a three-foldcharacter—thefirst is calledthe
—, and is given thus —; the secondis called the
—, andis given thus—; the third is calledthe —,

andis given thus —, andrefers to . This took its
risewhenthe skilful F. C. witnessedthe unworthytreat-
naent and rejection of his work, the Key-stonebeing
orderedto be heavedover amongstthe rubbish,at which
he exclaimed—Alas! alas! my 1— is 1—! The fourth
sign of — is given by —, the — and—, this is
the ancientmodeof renderingthanksto theGrd. Overseer
of the Universe for favours received,but its use in this
Degreeis referableto a circumstancewhich will be fully
explainedin the Lecture. The Grip or Token is given by
— in opposition,and alludesto the perfectadaptation
of eachportion of the work joint to joint, andalsoto the
Mark of a Mark Master,the Triangle.

(ChantsEzeki,chap.xliv., ver. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5.)
W. M.—The ancientword is —, signifying —, but

in most Lodges where the English language is spoken
— are substituted! Pass—.

(S. D. conductsthe Candidateto the 3. we andsays)
S. D.—Bro. J.W., I presentto you Bro. A. B. on his

Advancementto the Honble.Degreeof Mark Master.
3. W.—I will thank Bro. A. B. to advanceto me asa

Mark Master Mason, shewingthe Sign and communica-
ting the Word.

(Candidatedoesso, ~. W. risesandsays)
3. W.—What is this?
Candidate,promptedby S. D.—The PassGrip, leading

to andby whichI was elevatedto the Honble. Degreeof
Mark Master.

3. W.—Whatis it called?
Cand.—The~ G—~ in I~Ia~onry,or ~ ~f L~u.
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3. W.—To what doesit allude?
Cand.—Themechanicalarrangementof certainpieces

of metal into a stone to enable operativeMasonsto raise
great weights to certainheightswith little encumbrance,
whilst fixing on theirproperbasis.

J. W.—Whatdoesit demand?
Cand.—AWord.
3. W.—Give me that Word.
Cand.—(Givesit.)
J. W.—To what doesit allude?
Cand.—Tothe precip— nat— of the 5— atthatplace

wherepersonswere constantlystationedto assist.
3. W.—Pass—.

(S. D. conduct~him to the Sen.Warden,andpresents
him asbefore.)

5. W.—I will thankBro. A. B. to advanceto me asa
Mark Master.

(At the fourth stepS. W. says)
S. W.—Whatis that?
Cand., promptedby S. D., says—TheFourth regular

stepin Freemasonry.
S. W.—Do youbring anythingwith you?
(S. D. instructshim to presenthis Mark at the Wicket.)
S. W.—Whatis that?
Cand.—The5— M—, or 5— of 8—, by which I, as

the Mark Masters of former times, hope to be found
worthy to receivethe wagesof aMark Master.

S. W.—Do youbringanythingelse?
Cand.—Ido (Cand.giveshim first partof Sign).
S. W.—Whatis that?
(Cand.describesit.)
S. W.—Anything else?
(Cand.givessecondpart.)
S. W.—Whatis that?

4
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(Candidatedescribesit.)
S. W.—Anything else?
(Cand.givesthird part.)
S. W.—What is that?
(Cand.describesit.)
S. W.—To what doesit allude?
S. ]).—The penaltyof my 0. B., signifying, &c.
S. W.—Haveyou anythingfarther?
(Cand.givesh— or
S. W.—What is that?
(Cand.describesit.)
S. W.—To what doesit allude?
Cand.—Tothe mannerin which u.napprovedwork was

rejectedin former times.
S. W.—Do you bring anythingease?
Cand.—Ido.
(Cand.gives Signof Th—.)
S. W.—To what doesthatallude?
Cand.—Theancient mode of renderingthanks to the

CrandOverseerof the Unive±’sefor favoursreceived.
S. W.—Haveyou anythin’gto communicate?
Cand.—Ihave.
(Cand.givesthe Grip.)
S. W.—Whatis this?
Cand.—TheGrip or Tokenof a Mark Master.
S. W.—To what doesit allude?
Cand.—Tothe perfectadaptationof eachportion of the

Building joint to joint, also to theMark of a MarkMaster,
the Triangle.

S. W.—Whatdoesit denote?
Cand.—AWord.
S. W.—Give me that Word freely andat length.
Cand.—(Givesit.)
S. W.—Pass
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(S. D. placesCand.at left of S. W.)
Chaplain.—Chants,“To him thatovercometh,”&c.
S. W.—W. Master,I presentto you Bro. A. B., on his

Advancementto the Honble. Degree of Mark Master,for
someMark of your favour.

W. M.—Bro. S. W., I delegateyou to investhim with
the BadgeanddistinguishingJewelof a Mark Master.

S. W.—Bro. A. B., by commandof the Worsflipful
Master, I invest you with the Badgeanddistinguishing
Jewel of a Mark Master, to Mark the fartherprogressyou
havemadein the Sciences.

W. M.—I must add to the observationof my Bro. S.
Warden that the Jewel with which you have just been
investedis a model of the stone which the builder re-
jected, the Key-stone(a section of K. S.’s Temple),and
not only points out your rank as a Mark Master,but is
meantto remindyou thatas you , your words and
actionswill be observedandrecordedby the Grd. Over-
seerof the Universe, to whom you mustgive an account
of your conduct through life, and who will reward or
punishas we haveobeyedor disregardedHis divine com-
mands.

I now presentyou with the working tools of a Mark
Master, which are the Maul and Chisel, on which also
you wereadmittedto this’ Degree, their usesin the Elder
Apprentice and Fellow Craft Degreesyou are familiar
with. In this Degree they are employed to — the
‘Mark Master’s approvalon the Work as ‘being fitted for
its. place in theintended structure, but :as we are not
operative but spe~ulativeMasonswe are by thesQWools
remindedof the tui~ral advantagesof discipline andeduca-
tion, andled to entertaina firm hut humblehopethat-~by
the correction of irregularities, and subjugationof .our
passions,we may be hereafter found worthy of the Grd.

I
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Overseerof the Universe as fitted to form part of that
Spiritualedifice, thathdusenot madeTwithhands,eternal
in the Heavens. As in the courseof the eveningyou ‘will
be calledupon for certainfeesfor your Advancement,it is
but fair y~u shouldknow by what authoritywe act. Tbis
is our Charter or Warrant of Constitution (opensand
showsit), &c., asin the otherDegrees.

In conclusionallow me to congratulateyou uponbeing
Advancedto this honorableDegree in Freemasonry;be
assuredthat while in the discharge of yo~u respective
stationsyou continueto act in conformity with the sub-
lime preceptsof the Craft, do justice, love, showmercy,
practisecharity,maintainharmony,andendeavourto live
in BrotherlyLove; shouldotherfriendsforsakeyou,should
envy traduce your good name, malice persecuteyou,
amongMark Mastersyou will ever find friends who will
administerrelief to your distressand comfort in your
amiction, while as a consolationunderall the favoursof
fortune, and as a1n encouragementto hope for better
prospectsyou will bear in mind that “The stonewhich
the buildersrejected,”possessingmeritsto themunknown,
becamethe Chief Stonein the Corner!

LECTURE.
At thebuilding of King Solomon’s Temple,andbefore

the institution of the Degreesof M. M. and P. M., there
were80,000operativesemployed,partof whomwere in the
Quarriesat Zarodather,and part builders of the Temple,
besidesthesetherewasa levy of 70,000in theForestsof
Lebanbn. In orderthat eachof these150,000workmen
might be known to his superior officer, every portionof
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work was subjectedto the nicest scrutiny, and each
Fellow Craft receivedwith punctualitythereward of his
industryandskill; this immensenumberwasdivided into
1100 Lodgesof Fellow Crafts andElderApprentices,the
latter under the superintendenceof the former, who
taughtthemthe work, and over the whole presided3300
Menatschims,Overseersor Mark Masters,threeover each
Lodge. Each F. C. had a peculiar mark by which his
work was known to his immediateOverseers,andon the
otherhandwhile the Overseershadbut onemarkin com-
manwith which they stampedthe approvalof a F. C.’s
work, they had others by which they noted the Juxta-
positionof anytwo stones,thus without any difficulty was
each individual’s work known and recognized,and its
proper place indicated; the MastersMark, the Triangle,
refersto G. G. G. and Grd. Overseerof the Universe,to
whom we must all submit, and ought most humbly to
adore; these3300 Overseerswere again subdividedinto
100 Lodges with 33 in each, over whom presided300
OverseersalsoMark Masters,thesearenowusuallycalled
W. M., S. W., and 3. W.; they were~appointedby H.
Abiff himself, andon them devolvedthe responsibilityof
payingthe otherstheirwages. WhentheF. C.’s andtheir
Overseersor Mark M’asters went to receive theirwages
they put in their handsin a different mannerandat a
different wicket, so that if a F. C. presumedto put in
his hand at a Mark Master’s Wickethe was immediately
detectedas an imposter,and as a punishmentthe 3. Ws.
stood ready within armed, to chop off his hand. This
constitutesa part of the penalty of a Mark Master,and
this, aswell asthe other,wasan ancientpenaltyamongst
the Sidonians.

It was the duty of the Overseersto examineeachstone,
not only as to its soundnessby giving threeblows with a
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Maul uponit, andas to its finish by turning it over, but
also asto its beingmadein exactaccordwith theworking
planspreviousto its beingpassedto the MasterOverseer,
whoseduty it was to seethat it was so; if foundperfect in
everyway,it receivedthe Mark Master’s Mark, andwas
sentto the Temple,but if not, it wasrejected. This was
effected by two or more F. Cs. taking it betweenthem
thus —, andafter swayingit backwardsandforwardsit
was heavedover amongthe rubbish, a circumstancefrom
which one of the Signs called the HeavingOver Sign is
derived! The other Signs, viz.,—TheDisconsolate,and
the Sign of Th—, are of early date, their use in this
Degreebeing ascribedto a circumstancewhich occurred
at the building of K. S.’s Temple. Every six working
days it was the custom of the Mark Mastersto wait on.
the actingGrandMasterHiramAbiff to receivethe work.
ing plans,aswell as the instructions for carrying on the
work, part of oneof theseplansappearsto havebeenlost,
but an ingeniousandintelligent F. C., eitherhavingseen
the perfectplanor forming a good opinion of it from the
natureof the work, perceivedthata stoneof very peculiar
constructionwas wanting to completethe design, pro-
bablythinking to gainhonorby displayingsuperiorknow-
ledge,- he immediately commencedblocking out such a
stone,andafterspendingmuchtimeandlabour,ultimately
finishedit by putting his Mark upon it; whenthe work-
ing planswere examinedno place was found for thispar-
ticulsr •stone, and the F. C., insteadof honor, received
an~iy words and reproachesfor idling away his time.
The stone was ordered to be thrown aside, which was
accordingly effected by two F. Cs., well pleasedwith
the humiliation of their companion’svanity; the sorrow-
ful F. 0. seeing the unworthy treatmentof his work
placedhis handto his ch—,and leaninghis headuponit
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in a disconsolatemanner,exclaimed“Alas! alasI my 1—
is 1—;” this beingThird or DisconsolateSign.

The stone long lay hidden among the rubbish. At
length,however,the time drew nearwhenthe Key-stone,
to which the portion of the workingplanabovealludedto
referred,was required, searchwas madeat the Temple,
but no suchstonecould be found, and on further exami-
nation it was discoveredthat no stone of the requisite
form and construction had been brought there. The
Overseersof thatportion of the building immediatelysent
to the Overseersof the Quarries,who had beenentrusted
with the plans andorders for this portion of the work,
andreceived for answerthat there was no planfor any
such stone amongst those entrustedto their care. The
work was at a standstill, and the reasonwas demanded
by and explainedto H. Abiff, who not only recollected
drawing the plan and writing orders for that peculiar
stone,but alsogiving them himself to the Mark Master,
the latterwaszepremandedfor his carelessnessin loosing
any portion of his plans, andon learningthe natureof
the stone,it occurredto his recollection that one of a
similar descriptionhad beencut by one of his workmen.
He at once informed H. Abiff of this, adding that not
finding it on his workingplan he had refusedto Mark it,
andhadcausedit to be rejected;H. Abiff forthwith sent
for theF. C. who.hadcut the stone,and from his replies
foundthat this mustbe the very stonerequired. Instant
andcarefulsearchwas orderedto be madefor it, andit
was at length found uninjured. To evincehis approba-
tion of the skill andability displayedby the ingeniousF.
C., Hiram Abiff ordered that he should be forthwith
Advancedto the Honble. Degree of Mark Master, and
directedhim to cut the Mark Master’s Mark of approval
on the stoneroundhis own, andoutsideof it eight letters,
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with respectto which there is someambiguity, from the
fact of the tradition not having been retained in the
original language,but they are usually consideredto re-
present

H. T. W. S. S. T. K. S.
The stone was conveyedto the Temple with much

pomp and parade,and whilst it was being fixed in its
placethe newly madeMark Master, in an ecstacyof joy,
claspedhis hands together, and looking upwards ex-
claimed—

Th— be to G—I h— m— r—!

—:0:—

CLO SING.
W. M.—Brethren!assistme to closethis Mark Masters

Masons’Lodge. Bro. J.W., what is the constantcareof
every Mark MasterMason?

J. W.—To seethat the Lodge is properlyTyled.
W. M.—Direct thatduty to be done.
J. W.—Bro. I. G., see that the Lodge is properly

Tyled.
(I. G. reportsto J. W., and S. W. to W. M.)
W. M.—Bro. S. W., what is our nextcare?
S. W.—To see that every Bro. appearsto orderas a

lat. lvi. Mason.
W. M.—To orderBrethren! Bro. S. W., arethe dues

all renderedandthewagespaid?
S. W.—W. M., the duesareall rendered,andthewages

arereadyfor distribution.
W. M.—Bro. J. W., you will ausist the S. W. in the

distributionof the wages.
(J. W. takeshis place at the left of S. W.’s Wicket,

with the — in his hand. The Brethrenform in pro-
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cessionin the North, thenpassbeforethe Wicket, putting
their handin the Triangle.)

S. W.—W. M., the wageshaveall beendistributed.
W. lvL—Bro. S. W., have the working plans been

depositedin aplaceof safety?
S. W.—TheyhaveW. M.
W. M.—Bro. S. W., where is your constantplacein

Lodge?
S. W.—In the West.
W. M.—Why areyou placedthere?
S. W.—As the Sun sets in the West to closethe day,

so is the S. W. placedin the West to close the Lodgeby
commandof the W. INL, after having seenthe wagesdis-
tributed, and the working plans depositedin a place of
safety.

W. M.—Before closingthe Lodge let us with reverence
andhumility expressourgratitudeto the GrandOverseer
of the Universe for favours, &c. (sameas in other De-
gree).

Knocks 1, 1, 11.
S. W.—In the nameof the Grd. Overseerof theUni-

verse,andby commandof the W. M., I closethis Mark
MasonsLodge.

Knocks1, 1, 11.
J. W.—And it is closed,&c. (asin otherDegrees).
Knocks1, 1, 11.
I. G.—(Knocks1, 1, 11.)
Tyler.—(Knocks1, 1, 11.)
r. Master.—Brethren, nothing now remains but,

accordingto the ancientcustom,to lock up our Secretsin
the safe repositoryof our hearts,uniting in the act of
fidelity—fidelity—fidelity (Touching his left breastwith
his right handateachof thesewords).

THE END OF THE MABK MASTER’S DEGREE.



THE

CEREMONY OF EXALTATION

IN THE SUPREME ORDER OF



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

BRO. How says,“that, originally, thegreatfeatureof the
presentRoyalArch Degreewas a.concludingsectionand
completionof theMasterMasons’. Thelossandrecovery
were so arrangedas to follow each other in the same
ceremonial. This was undoubtedlythe caseat the time
of the revival, A.D. 1717.

“The Royal Arch Chapter as a separatebody, but
underthe authorityof theGrandLodge,wasestablishedin
Londonsometime prior to 1780,but yet it did not receive
the slightestnoticefrom PRESTON in .his work ofnextyear,
a factwhieh would seemto warrantthe conclusionthat
eventhenthe Royal Arch was not in very high repute.
Dr. Oliver, in his ‘Origin of the EnglishRoyal Arch,’
givesit as his opinion that the ‘Royal Arch’ originated
in 1779. A Bro. who hadreceivedthe Degreewassaid
to havebeen ‘Passed’ to the ‘SupremeDegreeof Excel-
lent B~ A. Mason.’ The fist Book of Constitutionsof
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the Royal Arch was issuedin 1786, by the ‘Supreme
Grand Chapter.’ Theregulationscontainedin this Book
of Constitutionswereagreedto, May10, 1772,andwere,it
is said,drawnup by Bro. THOs.DTJNCKERLY; a manof rare
talents,and a great masoniccelebrity of the eighteenth
century. He is said to have been an illegitimate sonof
GeorgeII. He died at Portsmouth,in November,1795,
havingbeenhonoredandesteemedby all who knewhim.”

In the OriginalArticles of theUnionwe md the second
states that “It is declaredand pronouncedthat pure
Antient Masonryconsistsof threedegrees,and no more,
viz., those of the EnteredApprentice,the Fellow-Craft,
andthe Master Mason (including the SupremeOrderof
the Holy Royal Arch). But this article is not intended
to preventanyLodgeor Chapter from holdinga meeting
in anyof the Degreesof the Ordersof Chivalry, according
to the constitutionsof the said Orders.”

“As beforeremarkedthe Royal Arch was practicedas
an appendageto theThird Degreefor manyyearsafterits
introduction. -

“At that early period anyLodgeconveneda Chapter,
andconferredthe Royal Arch Degree,underthe sancti.n
of its own charter. Gradual stepswere taken in process
of time however,which;little by little, separatedCapitular
from LodgeMasonry,until distinctwarrantsweredeclared
to be necessaryto authorizethe holdingof Chapters;and
theOrder of the Ro~val-. Arch became,aftei the lapseof
manyyears,an independaritRite.”

In fact therehavebeenfive different Ritualswithin the
last century. Thepres~iit‘one was arrangedby the Rev.
Adam Brown, at.the in~tanc~ of H.R.H. the Duke of
Sussex.

The Royal Arch is worked from the tracing boardsof
HARRIS. Dublished uii~Ier ‘•the sanction of the Supreme
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GrandChapter,andits Ritual differs from that in useat
the Union in 1817.

“Accordingto theConstitutionsit appearsto be prac-
tisedas a Fourtk Degree, althoughtheArticles of Union
declareit to be a part of the Third. The SupremeGrand
Chapterholds,theoretically,the position that ‘the Royal
Arch is not essentiallya Degree,but rathertheperfection
of the Third.’ In practice,however,theDegreesdiffer in
design, in clothing, in constitutions,and in colour, and
the proceedingsare regulated by different governing
bodies.” Dr. Oliver confessesthat this position of the
Degree is both anomalous and at variance with all
the true principles of Masonry, whiie his own opinion
seemsto be that it should be made a part of the Third
Degree(vide fist. Land.,Vol. I., p. 470).

“By thepresentConstitutionsthe SupremeGrandChap-
ter doesnot requirethepossessionof anythingmore than
the Master’sDegreeas apre-requisitefor the RoyalArch.
Any MasterMason of twelve monthsstandingsi eligible
for the honors of the Royal Arch. Neither the Mark,
Past,or MostExcellentDegreesaredeemedpre-requisites,
thoughall of themareconferredto someextent.”

Webb says:—“ This Degree is more sublime and im-
portantthananywhich precedeit, andis the summitand
perfection of Ancient Masonry. It impresses on our
mindsabelief of the being and existenceof a Supreme
Deity without beginning of days or end of years,andre-
minds U8 of the reverencedue to his Holy Name. It
also brings to light many essentialsof the Craft, which
were,for the spaceof 470 years, buriedin darkness,and
without a knowledgeof which the Masoniccharactercan-
not be complete.”

“The MasterMason~.being only in possessionof a sub-
stitutedword, the object of this Degreeis to receivethe
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lost word, this wasrecoveredin a secretvault beneaththe
Temple,which lay undiscoveredfor nearly five centuries,
and which was brought ‘to light by the Sojournerswho
werediggingfor the foundationsof the secondTemple.

“AC ompanionmust have attainedthe rankof Master
of a Lodge before he is eligible for the Third Principals’
Chairs,andhe must alsohave served the office of Scribe
or Sojourner. The other Chairs are only attainableat
intervals of twelve months. Theserules, however, are
not enforcedin the formation of a new Chapter.”

The Badge consistsof a Sash and Apron, the former
beingradiatedwith purple andcrimson, theApron being
borderedwith the same,the triple Tau being delineated
on both.

The Jewel worn on the left breast,suspendedby a
white ribbon (Principals have red), is a doubletriangle
within a circle of gold, with symbols and inscriptions
e~ngraveduponit.

Whenhe haspassedthe first chair a Companiongets
anotherJewel,which is a circle havingon it a triangle,
the back centrebeing a glory of rays, and on the whole
a celestialcrown, all gold.

The Officers of a Chapter wear Crimson Collars, to
which aresuspendedthe Jewelsof their respectiveoffices.
ThethreePrincipalshaveSceptres,emblemsof the regal,
prophetical,and sacerdotaloffices. The kingly robe is
red, the propheticpurple, andthe priestly blue. The
otherofficerswearwhite robes.

The Companionsarearrangedin the form of anArch,
andthe newly-exaltedcompanionis figuratively admitted
throughanArch of Masonry.

The present Ritual of the Royal• Arch in England
differs from that of any• other country. Scotland,
Ireland, and the United States of America, although
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not alike approachmore the system formerly in use
amongstus.

The Officers of a Chapter(nine in number)consistof—
The First Principal, who representsZerubbahel, the

Princeof the People;
The Second Principal, who representsHaggai, the

Prophet;
The Third Principal, who representsJeshua,the son of

Josedech,the rnghPriest;
ThesethreePrincipal Officers, or High Chiefs, form the

Ley-stoneof the Arch.
Two Scribes,who representsEzra (the senior),whose

duty is that of Secretary;and the other Nehemiah (the
junior); one on eachside.

Principal Sojournerand Two Assistants,who form the
ba3e.

And the Janitor,or Tyler, who is the serving Compan-

ion without the door.
The Companions assembledmake up the side of the

Arch, and representthe right 9 and left hand pillars of
Solomon’sTemple. In the front of The Principalsstands
an Altar, on which are. the initials of the names of
Solomon, King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and
Hiram Abiff.



THE

~trcinrni~of ~*:dtatirnt

—:0:

[The Candidatehaving been balloted for and ar’~oved,
he is preparedthus:—He is blindfolded, his ka~esare
bared,andhis feet slipshod,with a Cable-towroundhis
waist; he is thenconductedby the Junior Scribeto the
door. Foar knocks are given by the Janitor, outside
the doorof the Chapter.]
N.—There is a report, Most Excellent(making penal

sign).
Z.—Seewho seeksadmission.
N.—Without the door of this Chapter is Bro. A. B.,

who hasbeenregularly initiated into Masonry,passedthe
second,andin duetime raisedto the sublimedegreeof a
Master Mason, and in that character, during twelve
monthsandupwards,hasmadehimselfproficient therein,
andhasbeenentrustedwith a test of merit by whichhe
seeksadmissionto this RoyalArch Chapter.
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Z.—Do youvouchthathe is in possessionthereof?
N.—I do.
Z.—Thenlet him be admittedwith all duecaution,on

~hefive Points of Fellowship.
(The Candidateis thenadmitted.)
Z.—Masonrybeingfree in all its degrees,I demandof

you, first, whetheryou now presentyourself freely and
voluntarily, uninfluencedby any unworthy motives, to
participatewith us the mysteriesof this SupremeDegree.

Can.—Ido.
Z.—Do you likewise seriously declare, upon your

honour,that if admittedamongstus, you will abideby the
ancientusagesandcustomsof the Order?

Can.—Iwill.
Z.—Thenlet the Candidatekneel, while we implore a

blessingof the Most High. (The High PriestJeshuaad-
vances,ordershim to kneel, andthusprays

J.—O, Almighty andEternal Lord God, at whosecom-
mandthe world burst forth from chaosto perfection,the
Protector of all who put their frust in Thee, without
whomnothingis strong,nothing holy, we, Thy unworthy
servants,humblyimplore Theeto look on this Convoca-
tion assembledin Thy Most Holy Name, and grant that
he whokneelsbeforeTheeas a Candidatefor the Sacred
Mysteries of this SupremeDegree,may so considerUs
presentundertakingthathe proceednot lightly in it, nor
recedefrom it dishonourably,but pursueit stedfastly,
everrememberingthe objectandintent of the Institution,
obedienceto Thy SacredLaws. Grantunto us theknow-
ledgeof Thy truth, thatThou,being ourRuler andGuide,
we mayso passthrough~thingstemporal,as finally not ~o
losethe thingseternal.

Z.—In whom do you rely for support?
(Jan.—Inthetrue andliving GodMost Ei~h.

G2
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Z.—Let the Candidatebe led roundthe Chapterand.
placedin theWest (whichis done).

Z.—As you seekto be admittedto the mysteriesof this
SublimeDegree, I must call on you to advanceto the
Eastandto the SacredShrine, and that you will do by
sevensteps,thricehailing and bowing at the third, fifth,
and seventh,for be assuredthat every step brings you
nearerthe ineffablenameof the Deity (which is done).

Z.—You are now arrived at the Crown of a vaulted
chamber,from which you will removetwo of the cope-
stones,and that you will figuratively do by pufling the
cord or life line round your body three times for each
stone.

Z.—Let the Candidatebe loweredinto thevault, andbo
attentivewhile certainportionsof the Scripturebe read.

E. thenreadsPro. ii., ver. 1 to 9 inclusive, andthird
chap.,ver. 18 to the 25thinclusive.

Z.—You will nowlean forward on your left hand,and.
searchroundwith the right.

• Can.—Itis found.
• Z.—Wliat haveyou found?
Can.—Beingdeprivedof light, I am unableto see.
Z.—Let the want of light remind you that man by

natureis the child of ignoranceand error, and assuch
would for everso remainunder the darknessandshadow
of death,unlessit had pleasedthe Almighty to call him
to light and immortality, by the revelationof His most
Holy Word andDivine Will; arise,therefore,andwrench
forth the third cope-stoneasbefore?

Z.—Let the Candidatebe again, loweredasbefore~
the vault, andbe attentiveto anotherportionof Scripture.

E. thenread.Hag. ii., ver. 1 to 9 inclusive.
Z.—I now demandof you whether you are prepared

mid willing to take said enter into a solemn Oligation~o































































































































































TILE R~ITCTAL

OF

OPENING OF THE ENCAMPMENT.

B. 0.—Sir Knights, assistme to open the Encamp-
ment.

(Sir Knights all rise. Swords drawn, and in Right
Hands.)

E. 0.—Sir Knight SecondCaptain, what,is the first
careof a Xnight Templar?

SecondCaptaizi.—To see the Encampmentproperly
guarded.

E. 0.—Directthatduty to be done.
SecondCaptain.—SirKnight Captainof the Lines, see

that the Encampmentis properlyguarded.
Captainof Lines raps
Equerrywithout raps—
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distinctions,and the dust of the rich and poor 811a11be
blendedin one indiscriminate mass. The superiorityof
an afterstatewill be thatof Virtue.

Letus then endeavour,while on this sideof thegrave,
to copythatbrightpatternof everyexcellencewhich is set
beforeus in the Gospels,and as far aswe are ablelet us
act accordingto the dictatesof right reason,andcultivate
harmony,maintaincharity,andlive in unityandbrotherly
love..

Let the emblemsof Life and Death, which lie before
you, alsoremindyou of your earthlyexistence,andteach
you to be preparedfor the closing hour of your m6rtal
life; and, rest assured,that a firm faith in the truths
revealedto us, will afford you consolationin the gloomy
hoursof dissolution,and ensureyour ineffableandeternal
happiness~nthe world. to come.

B. 0.—You arenowto undergoa yearof penanceand
mortification; you will thereforetake that skull in your-
left hand,and one of those smalllightedtapersin your
right; andbanishingall worldly thoughts,and mentally
invoking the blessing of Heaven on your undertaking,.
you will figuratively perform a year of penanceby walk—
ing slowly roundthe Encampment,andkeepingyour eyes
ixedon thoseEmblemsof Light andmortality.

B. 0.—Toorder,Sir Enights.—Do~s.
(TheSir Knights standto order, the Novice takesthe~

Skull andlighted taper. as directed.,and, proceedsslowly
by himselfonceroundthe Encampment;while the Novice’
is performing the year of penancea solemndirgemaybe
played; when the Novice has returnedto the West he
faces the EminentCommander,who.addresseshim sa
follows

B. C.—You’will now repeatafter me the following
impreca~tions.






































































































































































































